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…... But we know that by the power of God, Jesus’ wasteful death will result in a harvest so 
rich it is still being reaped. What the world wastes, God redeems. 
 
That’s good news for us, St. Titus’. We are a small congregation, but we are not too small to 
make a difference. Do you ever feel like the problems of the world are so huge that we can’t 
even make a dent in them? We know we can’t end racism on our own. We can’t come up with 
a vaccine for the pandemic. We can’t make greed and violence go away. We are small, but our 
efforts are not wasted. We are a community of diverse individuals united by our desire to fol-
low Jesus. We make a difference by our actions and through 
our witness. Every time we come together, even virtually, to 
show our love and care for each other and for our neighbors, 
regardless of race, creed, or status, we are modeling the Be-
loved Community that Jesus founded. We are the seeds God is 
using to spread the Kingdom. 
 
It’s not our job to bring about the kingdom of God by ourselves. 
God’s kingdom is already here. Jesus told us it is in our midst. 
Our job is to live as though we believe it. Our job is to do our 
small acts, faithfully, knowing that our only task is to choose 
whether to be a part of what God is about in the world, or to 
stand in the way.”  

Matthew 13-Proper 10 A—Sermon Excerpts  
by Rev. Stephanie Yancy 
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Rev. Stephanie Yancy, Rector 
St. Titus’ Episcopal Church 
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What happens to a dream deferred?  
Does it dry up like a raisin in the sun?                                                                                                          
Or fester like a sore—And then run?                                                                                                                       
Does it stink like rotten meat? 
Or crust and sugar over--                                                                                      
like a syrupy sweet? 
Maybe it just sags like a heavy load 
Or does it explode?   
           --Langston Hughes 
 

Racism, deeply embedded in the 
psyche of America, has been al-
lowed to exist for far too long in 
our country. For over 400 years, 
People of Color have been subject-
ed to systemic and systematic dep-
rivation of basic human rights guar-
anteed by the Declaration of Inde-
pendence—life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness. George Floyd, a 
black man, was deprived of those 
very rights during an 8 minute and 
46 second lynching witnessed by 
millions around the world. Sadly, 
this was but the latest incident of 
racial brutality and injustice—a 
callous indifference to human 
life—as if black lives do not mat-
ter. Far too often, the demands for 
justice, for understanding, for com-
passion are met with silence or 
feigned sympathy which can only 
be interpreted as consent to the 
continuing denigration and dehu-
manization of black men and wom-
en. But with the death of George 
Floyd, voices demanding justice 
are calling the conscience of this 
country to account. 
The Church, far too often condon-
ing the sin of racism implicit in its 
own practices, inaction and silence, 
has turned a deaf ear to God’s com-
mand that God’s people “let justice 
roll down like waters, and right-

eousness like an ever-flowing 
stream.” Amos 5:24. We believe 
that in this moment of human cri-
sis, God is calling us to account for 
our very violation of Jesus’ com-
mandment that we love one another 
as he loved us.   
 
Like many other acts of racism, the 
death of George Floyd was no less 
than a modern-day lynching bear-
ing all the vestiges of the brutality 
and depraved indifference to the 
value of human life that has charac-
terized the victimization of black 
people since their earliest days in 
this country. We are a congregation 
that has heard the cries of those 
who thirst for justice and equality. 
We believe that when a black man 
can no longer breathe, victimized 
by racism and injustice, all of 
God’s People are equally victims of 
that racism as well. We are dimin-
ished, deprived of the abundant life 
Jesus promised. Therefore, we 
must answer the clarion call to ac-
tion that will no longer make peace 
with oppression and will make real 
God’s command to love our neigh-
bors as ourselves.   
 
First and foremost, we as God’s 
People at St. Titus’ must seek re-
pentance and amendment of life for 

ourselves and on behalf of this 
community for the sin of racism 
and the destructive patterns and 
practices it has fostered for genera-
tions. For too long, prejudice, dis-
crimination, inequality, and injus-
tice have victimized this communi-
ty resulting in systemic social, edu-
cational, and economic disparities 
that persist to this very day.  And, 
blacks have a disproportionately 
higher incidence of, and death due 
to, COVID19.  This is almost cer-
tainly due to healthcare disparities 
causing untreated co-morbidity fac-
tors.  With God’s help and by 
God’s grace, we seek courage and 
wisdom to stand with this commu-
nity in the name of God’s justice 
and love for all God’s people. To 
serve our community, devoting our 
time, talents and treasure to better 
know and actively engage with our 
neighbors which includes NCCU 
and CC Spaulding students, faculty 
and staff.  We also pledge to seek 
out and foster relationships with the 
powerless and those whose voices 
are not heard, and to advocate with 
them so that the dignity of every 
human is respected.  We honor and 
celebrate the struggles, the history 
and complexities of this communi-
ty and seek to find common ground 
among groups concerning issues 
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that affect the welfare of our community. We will listen to others, be visible, and speak out in the face of 
injustice, inequality, and racism. We have never feared working for truth and justice – for what is veracious—
especially in opposition to miscarriages of justice and the ruthless deaths of black Americans.    
 
As Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, the time is always right to do what is right. To love our neighbors as we 
love ourselves, compels us to do what is right. Our liberation from injustice and racial strife springs from that 
deep rooted love—the fulfillment of God’s dream that when people of all races, ethnicities, genders, sexual 
identities, and backgrounds RISE up together their faith can move mountains. Continuing to allow the fabric 
of this country to be destroyed by racism is no longer an option. God is calling us to embrace our better na-
tures—to be free of the shackles of racism that have imprisoned us since the inception of this country. We 
stand on the shoulders of those who have gone before us who tirelessly worked for the cause of justice, equali-
ty and freedom and we have no less  a responsibility to assume their mantle in opposing racial injustice as we 
embolden ourselves, step out in faith and forge a legacy for future generations. We’ve come this far by faith; 
we dare not turn back now. 
Drafted by Diane Hundley, Greg Jacobs, Sharon Reuss, and Deacon Sarah Woodard. 
Adopted by the Rector and Vestry July, 2020 

Friends, 
I would love to be able to write you with a date when 
we will re-open our doors for in person services. Un-
fortunately, I can’t do that. I can only say that we 
won’t worship in person until we believe it is safe to 
do so. I’m grateful, and I know you are, that decisions 
made at the diocesan level about reopening will be 
based on public health indicators and our desire to 
protect the most vulnerable among us.  
 
What I want to say today is that we are not waiting 
until we get back to in person services before getting 
to work. For now, this is the new normal. It’s still our 
job to be the church. It’s still our job to reflect God’s 
love for God’s people. I am humbly proud of the way 
St. Titus’ has stayed focused on this work. Here’s 
some of what we are doing together: 
• With the help of our curate, and others, we have 

improved the quality of the services we offer 
online. Now we are able to include more parish-
ioners as participants in the service.  

• A committee worked to create a Solidarity State-
ment and Litany which has been adopted by the 
vestry. The statement and litany outline the way 
we will be active participants in dismantling rac-
ism and undoing its disastrous effects on our 
communities. 

 
 
 

• Another committee is working to articulate the 
vision and mission of St. Titus’ based on your in-
put. 

• Effective communication is vital at all times, but 
especially now when we can’t meet in person. 
The Communications Committee was already in 
existence. New members have been added to the 
committee. They’ve been a great help to me dur-
ing this time.  

• We have a new website. Take a look: stti-
tusdurham.org.  

 
You can read about these initiatives, and others, else-
where in this newsletter. I said I’m proud of what we 
are doing. I am also grateful. We are able to do this 
work because of all of you. Your prayers, your notes 
and phone calls, your Facebook comments, etc., all 
help to keep us connected. You continue to give gen-
erously, allowing us to pay our bills and to help our 
neighbors. I thank God for you. 
 
Friends, be at peace. God has plans for us, even 
during this pandemic. We’ve come this far by 
faith. Now is the time to keep the faith. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Stephanie + 
 
 

Update fromThe Rector’   
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Attendance : Althea Alton, Diane 
Hundley, Lorie-Ann Lee-Carter, Preston 
Edwards, Marguerite Peebles, The Re-
verends Sarah Woodard, Philip Zouten-
dam, Stephanie Yancy and Deborah 
Debourg Brown (Treasurer)  
 
Opening Prayer-Rev. Stephanie  

Rev. Yancy opened the meeting with a prayer. 
Bible Study - Althea Alton 
Althea facilitated a Bible study entitled “A Call to Perse-
vere”, based on Hebrews 10:19-25 
19 Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter 
the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and liv-
ing way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, 
through his flesh), 21 and since we have a great priest over 
the house of God, 22 let us approach with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an 
evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 
Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wa-
vering, for he who has promised is faithful. 24 And let us 
consider how to provoke one another to love and good 
deeds, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as 
you see the Day approaching.  
 
We can rest assured that Christ’s death and resurrection 
(His flesh) have opened the sanctuary doors once and for 
all, and nothing, not even a pandemic can shut them. We 
can always fully encounter the presence of the living Christ. 
• Therefore, we can “hold fast” to our hope, and provoke 

each other to good deeds, never neglecting to meet, 
although admittedly via Zoom, FB Live, and other 
unconventional ways. 

• Can we think of new ways we can provoke each other 
to good deeds in this difficult time? 

 
Bylaw Allowing Virtual Vestry Meetings 
Rev. Stephanie 
Since we are meeting via Zoom, there was a need to create 
a By-Law allowing Zoom Meetings to serve as official vestry 
meetings. The motion to adopt the bylaw passed. 
 
Approval of Junior Warden Nominee 
Since Lionell Parker resigned from the Vestry, the Junior 
Warden position was filled with nominee Preston Edwards 
by unanimous vote.  
 

Treasurer’s Report   Deborah Debourg-Brown 
Deborah reviewed the May financial statements. The mo-
tion to accept the Treasurer’s Report passed.  2021 Fair 
Share Assessment assessed by the Diocese is $27,000 
and is based on our 2019 income. The motion to accept 
the fair share assessment passed.   
 
Rector’s Report- Rev. Yancy 
The Rev. Stephanie reported Alice Grant has started work-
ing as an intern as part of her CPE (Clinical Pastoral Educa-
tion) program. She is calling members of the congregation 
with special attention to those who do not have email ac-
cess. She also has set up times on Monday and Friday 
when people can call in to pray with her or to request pray-
ers.  
 
A Communications Committee has been created. Greg 
Jacobs and Mary Hawkins are Co-Chairs. Other mem-
bers are Althea Alton, Diane Hundley, and Deacon Sarah 
Woodard. They will work with Monnie Riggin, parish admin-
istrator find the most efficient ways to get information dis-
seminated inward, to members of the congregation, and 
outward, to the community. They will begin by looking at 
email communications, Facebook, and the new St. Titus’ 
website.  
 
The Rev. Philip Zoutendam began serving as our curate 
on June 1. On June 6 he was ordained to the transitional 
diaconate. Thanks to Lorie-Ann Lee and the Invite. Wel-
come. Connect committee we were able to hold a caravan 
welcome for Philip and his wife Erin. Philip is already con-
tributing by helping with the technical side of providing 
online services. 
 
The Vision Committee has met three times. The commit-
tee asked the congregation to take a brief survey to find the 
ways St. Titus’ members access information. Ninety-seven 
per cent of the respondents use email. The next highest 
means of communication were the telephone, text messag-
es, and the US mail. This information will be used to help 
the committee gain information related to the vision state-
ment and the communications committee.  
The motion to accept the Rector’s report passed.   
 
 
 
 
 

Althea Alton, 
Senior Warden 

Highlights of the June,  2020 Zoom Vestry Meeting 
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Deacon’s Report - The Rev. Sarah Woodard 
St. Titus’ Statement Affirming that Black Lives Matter and 
Prayer Walk – Following our recent Town Hall meeting, we 
agreed that St. Titus’ needs to take a stand on the recent 
death of George Floyd and other Black people. We want 
the world to see that we stand firm in our faith and convic-
tion that racism and violent acts must stop. Black Lives 
Matter. There was discussion of the Solidarity Statement 
and Solidarity Litany written by Diane Hundley, Greg Ja-
cobs, Sharon Reuss, and Deacon Sarah Woodard. It was 
suggested that the vestry review it during the week and 
then vote via email.  
  
 EL Buen Pastor – St. Titus’ participated in three food 
drives with 300 people leaving with food. Food was also 
distributed to several families in our neighborhood.  
 
Good News Garden- St. Titus’ been invited to partner with 
St. Luke’s and El Buen Pastor to start new gardens, and 
find creative ways to sustain old gardens, even during this 
challenging season. We are praying for everyone who is 
harmed or exploited by our food system. We would share 
the bounty of these gardens with those in need and with 
our families and congregation 
The motion to accept the Deacon’s Report passed.   

Sr. Warden’s Report- Althea Alton 
Althea continues to encourage communication between 
the Vestry and the congregation by publishing highlights of 
Vestry Meetings in the newsletter. 
 
She stays current in communication with the Diocese by 
attending the regular Bishops’ Zoom meeting for clergy 
and lay leaders. 
 
Senior Warden’s Zoom Meetings The senior wardens of 
the Durham Convocation have formed a Zoom support 
group. It meets monthly to share ideas, information, and 
to support one another. 
 
New Business 
Rev. Stephanie asked the vestry think about someone to 
fill the vacant vestry position.   
 
Deacon Sarah said the closing prayer.  The meeting was 

adjourned at 1:07 pm.  

 

Highlights of the Zoom Vestry Meeting June,  2020  

St. Titus’ Solardarity 
Statement 

St. Titus’ Solardarity 
Litany 
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Susan Stedman, 
Music Director/Organist 
St. Titus’ Episcopal Church 

The Gospel reading for July 19 was the parable of the farmer who sowed good wheat seeds but an enemy soon 
followed and maliciously sowed weeds.  On that Sunday, the hymn “Come, ye thankful people, come” would 
have been a reasonable choice for our congregation to sing, but because it is commonly associated with 
Thanksgiving, singing it in July might have felt a bit odd.  However, the hymn’s author, Henry Alford, did not 
publish this hymn in 1844 as a Thanksgiving or harvest hymn, but rather, as a means to enrich our under-
standing of Christ’s parable of the wheat and tares, found in Matthew 13:24-30.  The hymn’s first verse ad-
dresses a theme of thanksgiving for the harvest, but the last three verses deal with the final harvest presented 
in the parable: 

 
Wilt thou then that we go and gather them [the tares] up?  But he said, Nay; lest while ye 
gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the 
harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, “Gather ye together first the 
tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn."   
 

About the parable, Alford explained: "Our Lord was speaking of an [ancient] act of malice in which persons of 
revengeful disposition watch the ground of a neighbour being ploughed, and in the night following sow de-
structive weeds.” This malicious deed was practiced in England, even during Alford’s lifetime.  While the 
phrase "First the blade and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear," refers on the agricultural level to the 
proper timing of the harvest by the husbandman, people of faith understand the appearing of the “full corn” 
to be a metaphor for spiritual growth.  The “final harvest” represents the reaping of the fruits of the plantings 
in God’s own time, the results of which may be "wholesome grain and pure" or “offenses” and “tares.”  
 
As we struggle to make sense of these turbulent and frightening days, it can seem that for every good planting 
there appears an evil planting—sown on purpose—just waiting to overtake it.  Yet Alford’s hymn reminds us 
that though evil seems to prosper even where the good has been planted, God owns the field, God will purge 
“all offenses,” and God will gather His people “free from sorrow, free from sin” into His presence.  May the 
words of Alford’s hymn bring assurance that God is patiently tending His fields while asking us to sow His 
good seeds in faith. 
 
H 290: Come, Ye Thankful People, Come Text:  Henry Alford (1810-1871) 
 
Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest-home: 
All is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide for our wants to be supplied; 
Come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song of harvest-home. 
 
All the world is God’s own field, fruit unto his praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, unto joy or sorrow grown; 
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear: 
Grant, O harvest Lord, that we wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 
For the Lord our God shall come, and shall take his harvest home; 
From his field shall in that day all offenses purge away; 
Give his angels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store in his garner evermore. 
 
Even so, Lord, quickly come to thy final harvest-home; 
Gather thou thy people in, free from sorrow, free from sin; 
There, forever purified, in thy presence to abide; 
Come, with all thine angels come, raise the glorious harvest-home. 
 

Music  
Notes 
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October 1, 2018 
Ground Breaking for the Wharton at Penick Village. 
The building is named for Annie and Fletcher Deca-
tor Wharton who broke the color barrier as the first 
black residents in the Southern Pines Community. 
“The standards, values and goals they set have 
carried through”-Dr. Marc Wharton. 
July 10, 2020. The Wharton at Penick Village 
achieved TCO (Temporary Certificate of Occupan-
cy) and residents are moving in! Multiple expo-
sures, oversized balconies and luxurious finishes 
await!  
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St. Titus’ Communication 
Team: Getting the News Out 

 
In response to the challenges in keeping our members informed of activities at St. Titus’ during the COVID-19 
pandemic, Mother Stephanie called together a group of interested persons to coordinate and expand our par-
ish communications. The team initially identified five primary communications venues currently in use: the par-
ish website, the parish Facebook page, the Titusian monthly newsletter, weekly parish announcements, and 
parish email in addition to direct mail.   

 
We are pleased to report that in collaboration with the Diocese of North Carolina’s Commu-
nications Department, a new St. Titus Episcopal Church website went online last month. 
Located at www.sttitusdurham.org It is our principal communication venue, offering news 
of current worship and parish activities as well as continuously updated information about 
St. Titus’s mission and ministry. Here you will also find links to diocesan and national 
church current events and announcements. In the future, we hope to add digital links to 

resources that will allow our members to “dig deeper” into areas of community interest and concern such as 
Durham current events, race/inclusion/diversity, racial justice, and local mission and ministry opportunities. 

 
Its twin sister, the St. Titus’ Episcopal Church Durham Facebook page at 
www.Facebook.com as many of you have discovered, is home to our weekly Evening Prayer 
and Sunday Morning worship services. It is also designed to carry the most current infor-
mation accompanied by photos of our parish ministries in order to provide church seekers 
and interested persons with a snapshot of life at St. Titus. Parishioners and others can also 
leave comments here for public viewing. We are also starting to integrate Instagram into 
our communications technology. 

 
The Titusian has traditionally been and remains our monthly parish newsletter. In addi-
tion to providing in-depth stories of St. Titus’ activities and ministries, it frequently chroni-
cles the inspiring lives of our members. Members are encouraged to submit stories no 
later than the 25th of the month to Mary Hawkins at pisces0835@gmail.com.  

As a result of the cancellation of Sunday worship due to COVID-19, we are no longer 
able to publish current parish news (including the parish prayer list) in our Sunday 
bulletin. For the foreseeable future, such information will be carried in our Weekly 
Parish Announcements via email to the St. Titus community. Items for inclusion in 
the weekly announcements such as prayer requests, birth/wedding/anniversary news, 
and current St. Titus’ community announcements should be sent to Mother Stephanie 

at st.titusrector@gmail.com no later than Monday of the week in which it is to appear in the weekly announce-
ments.We also anticipate that we will continue to inform parishioners via email and snail mail of other parish 
developments. Our goal is to ensure that all members of the St. Titus’ community are connected to one anoth-
er and the church in spite of the current challenges. We welcome suggestions on how to meet and improve 
our ongoing communications needs, and encourage you to send your comments and suggestions to Mother 
Stephanie, st.titusrector@gmail.com. 

 
Finally, many thanks to the talented and hard-working members of the Communications Team, Mother 
Stephanie Yancy, Diane Hundley, Sarah Woodard, Althea Alton, Mary Hawkins and Monnie Riggin. We 
invite you to join us in this vital work. 
 
 
Greg Jacobs, 
Communications Team Co-Chair   
              

http://www.sttitusdurham.org
http://www.Facebook.com
mailto:pisces0835@gmail.com
mailto:st.titusrector@gmail.com
mailto:st.titusrector@gmail.com
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Let Us Break Bread Together 
Join St. Titus’ for a virtual Agape Meal on 
Aug. 6 
 
The absence of the Eucharist during these months of social distancing has left a gaping 
hole in our lives. The Eucharist is a sign and a means of God’s presence among us, and it 
is the “principal act of Christian worship," as the Prayer Book says — and so we cannot 
help but lament the loss. With the Psalmists and prophets, we rightfully ask: “How long, 
O Lord?” 

 
But even as we wait for the restoration of Holy Communion, we are called to discern new, and re-newed, sources of 
communion with God and each other. One “new” practice that St. Titus’ will introduce this month is actually something 
very, very old: the “Agape Meal,” a communal feast that has it roots in the first-century church. 
 
The earliest Christians developed the custom of gathering in homes to give thanks and break bread, sharing a simple 
meal woven together with Scripture and prayer. The practice, and even some of the prayers they used, has been hand-
ed down to us — in fact, one of these prayers, recorded in a document dating to 100 AD, will be used in our own gather-
ing! — and though it quickly developed into the Eucharistic rite that we celebrate today, many Christian traditions have 
also maintained the Agape Meal as a distinct way to gather and maintain fellowship in moments when the Eucharist 
cannot be celebrated. 

 
St. Titus’ will host a virtual agape meal (via Zoom) on Thursday, August 6, at 5:30 pm (during 
our usual Coffee Hour time). Our own Kendall Vanderslice has adapted a brief liturgy for the oc-
casion and will offer both spiritual and physical sustenance. Kendall, the author of We Will 

Feast: Rethinking Dinner, Worship, and the Community of God, is also a professional 
baker, and St. Titus’ clergy will be distributing fresh loaves from her company, Companion Bread 
Share, to all who participate in our Agape Meal. 
 
All are welcome! If you are interested in joining us, please contact me by Tuesday, August 4: 
st.tituscurate@gmail.com / 785-580-6383. 
 
 

In Christ, 
Rev. Philip Zoutendam, Curate 

01 Gertrude Gaisie 20 Lafayette Lipscomb 27 Joseph Campbell, Jr. 

02 Chidi Akwari 20 Patricia Valentine 28 Makala Gaddy 

04 Maya Finoh 20 Lauriette West-Hoff 29 April Browne 

12 Brian Wilks 20 Shane Williams Davis 29 Dawn Davis 

13 Benjamin Armstrong 21 Annette Belton 29 Peter Pecora 

13 Sabrina Walton 21 Howard Williams 30 Scherrye Williams 

14 Justin Porter 22 K. Jefferies Adorkor 31 Janet Lynch 

14 Alani L. Rouse 23 Kali Dalton-Graves   

15 David West, III 25 Paul Miller   

15 Jacky Davis Pecora 25 Larry Partee Anniversary 

18 Derrick Davis 26 Korbin Pecora James Shumate & Valderia 

Hilliard-Shumate 

 

mailto:st.tituscurate@gmail.com


10  The Titusian News Digest of St. Titus’ Episcopal Church —  August  2020 

Dear St. Titus’ Family, 
 
In June, the Vision and Mission Committee shared that the Vestry appointed us to engage the congrega-
tion in a process of reimagining our vision, mission and core values. After gaining insight into the best ways 
to communicate with people, we are now ready to tap into your wisdom, spark your imagination and 
discern how God is speaking and moving in our midst. Our Vision, Mission, and Core Values Explora-
tory Questionnaire is either enclosed in this mailing or attached as a pdf to this email (depending on how 
you are reading this). Please look it over and hold onto it tightly. Below are three different ways you can use 
it to participate in this process. 
 
Fill Out the Questionnaire (Paper or On-line) 
You may choose to participate by completing the paper form and returning it to the church via US mail. You 
can also complete it online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RCS7TXL. There are three sections and it 
should take you no more than seven minutes to finish. 

Focus Groups via Zoom 
Beginning in the middle of August, we will host a series of six focus groups (eight people or less) to engage 
in conversation around our Vision, Mission, and Core Values Exploratory Questionnaire. Below are the 
scheduled dates. To sign up, please email Monnie Riggin, st.titussecretary@gmail.com, and mention which 
date and time you wish to participate. Once confirmed, you will receive details on how to access the meet-
ing. The focus groups will last about one hour. 
 
 Monday, August 17th @ 11:00 AM   Saturday, August 22nd @ 1:00 PM 

 Tuesday, August 25th @ 6:30 PM   Sunday, August 30th @ 1:00 PM 

 Monday, August 31st @ 6:30 PM   Wednesday, September 1st @ 2:00 PM 

 
Individual Interviews + Conference Calls 
In addition to focus groups, Buddy Group leaders will also be hosting conference calls via telephone during 
the same three week period. If you cannot access Zoom or would prefer to engage via telephone, let your 
Buddy Group leader know when they reach out to you. The dates for conference calls will be scheduled ac-
cording to availability within your group. If you’d rather speak with your leader one-on-one instead of in a 
group, that is also an option. They will walk you or your group through a conversation about our Vision, 
Mission, and Core Values Exploratory Questionnaire. 
 
NOTE: You only need to participate once. Choose any one of the three options above. 
 
With gratitude for your commitment and contribution to this process, 
St. Titus’ Vision and Mission Committee 
 
Questions?  Contactusatst.titusvision@gmail.comorcallthechurchat919.682.5504   
 

Exploratory 
Questionnaire 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RCS7TXL
mailto:st.titusvision@gmail.com
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Proclaim the Gospel at all times and if necessary use 
words…’ is a sentiment often attributed to St. Francis — 
and one that, especially in today’s world, might be viewed 
as an urgent challenge to all of us to find new ways to put 
our faith into action. One new way is presently taking 
shape at this very minute, right here in Durham… in the 
form of a Good News Garden. 
  
The concept of a Good News Garden was born in the midst 
of this persistent pandemic; in a nation that is, at the same 
time, awakening to the cries for a long-needed response to 
its terrible racial inequities; and taking place on our in-
creasingly environmentally-wounded planet. Yes, we are in 
need of much healing… but we recognize God’s desire for 
us to also find, even in this broken world, the beauty and 
joy of His creation.  
  
 Congregants from St. Titus’ and St. Luke’s have come 
together — with an open invitation to El Buen Pastor to 
join us — to translate the vision of a Good News Garden 
into a reality. By working together, praying together, and - 
one day, when COVID-19 recedes - breaking bread togeth-
er, we hope to nurture our small piece of earth through 
good gardening practices; sharing good food from the gar-
den with those in need; and working together - all of us - 
toward that Kingdom of God that Jesus so lovingly de-
scribes. Through prayer, we reach inside ourselves; and 
through action, we reach out to others… in the faith that 
we can form a more inclusive and loving community than 
we could ever hope to achieve alone as individuals, or even 
as isolated congregations. 
  
On July 15th, seven members from St. Titus’ and St. 
Luke’s attended (via Zoom) the first formal Good News 
Garden meeting. Several others were not able to attend but 

also expressed keen interest in participating in this project.  
A wonderful spirit characterized this first meeting, with 
subsequent work now underway: 
  
Garden plots at St. Titus’ have been identified as an excel-
lent and central garden location for our Good News Gar-
den. Permission to use these plots for our garden has 
generously been granted by the St. Titus vestry. 
Continued efforts to connect with El Buen Pastor are ongo-
ing, with invitations also extended to all congregants of St. 
Titus’ and St. Luke’s to join this Good News Garden ef-
fort. 
 
On July 27th, soil samples of the proposed garden plots 
were taken, to be submitted for analysis, as an early step in 
garden preparation. 
 
In the meantime, specific plans for garden layout and seed-
ing remain as ‘works in progress’, as do plans to clarify 
how we will work together and communicate with each 
other. Safety measures, including how to work with social-
distancing also are being thoroughly considered and care-
fully formulated. 
  
As you can see, much work remains, as does the potential 
for much joy and connection as can happen when people 
come together to work hard and to work together as fol-
lowers of Jesus. If this project appeals to you, please con-
sider joining us. We welcome you! 
  
Contact Co-leaders:  
Mary Hawkins (Pisces0835@gmail.com)   
Mary Beth Berkley (murbith@gmail.com) 
  
  

The Birth of the Good 
News Garden    

THE GARDNERS  

St Luke’s St. Titus’ St. Titus’ 

Nancy Mamlin Greg Jacobs Davis Ross 

Mary Berkley Mary Hawkins Diane Hundley 

Bill Mahony Mark Perone Philip Zuterman 

Marian Hudson  Sarah Woodard 
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An Invitation to Common Prayer   
St. Titus’ is offering a weekly prayer line for parishioners to join in the Lord's Prayer, the weekly collect, or for specific pray-
er requests. Hosted by Alice Graham Grant, the prayer line will be open from 10 AM to 12 PM on Mondays and Fri-
days. If the line is busy, leave a message and Alice will return your call. Common Prayer line: (718) 578-9610 
 
St. Titus’ T Shirts and Polo Shirts  Please find the order form for the St. Titus' T-shirts and Polo shirts by clicking this link 
https://www.customink.com/g/bxw0-00c8-c7n1?pc=TXN-
173480&utm_campaign=gof_org_open&utm_content=body_gof&utm_medium=email&utm_source=gof_org_txn 
The instructions for ordering are simple and you will find all the information that you need on the link. If you have ques-
tions, please contact Chuck Hennessee:  wllmhennessee@aol.com 
  
Evening Prayer Link Join us for Evening Prayer on Wednesdays at 6:00 pm. To follow the service on Facebook, CLICK 
HERE.  You can access the order of service if you Click Here.  If you prefer to join the service via Zoom click on this 

link:   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81148658983?pwd=TGhMYWlvN0FVZXhCbVJzZERJMVJCdz09 

Coffee Hour Link Join us for Zoom Coffee Hour every Thursday at 5:30 pm. Click here for Coffee Hour  

Here is updated contact information for the church clergy and staff. Please be aware that Rev. Stephanie’s 
email address has changed to st.titusrector@gmail.com. Mail sent to the old st.titusvicar address will be for-
warded to the new address. Please note that confidential messages should be sent to the individual’s email 
account. The st.titusepiscopal@gmail account is monitored by both Rev. Stephanie and by Monnie. This mail-
box should not be used for confidential messages.  
  

Please note that all phone calls to the church are being forwarded to Rev. Stephanie’s cell phone during the pandemic. 

 

  

  

The Rev.  
Stephanie Yancy 

Rector Cell:  
410-971-8111 

St.titusrector@gmail.com Only Stephanie sees messages sent to this mail-
box. 

The Rev.  
Philip Zoutendam 

Curate Cell:  
785-580-6383 

St.tituscurate@gmail.com Only Philip sees messages sent to the mailbox. 

The Rev.  
Sarah Woodard 

Deacon Cell:  
919-599-5227 

Sarah.woodard@duke.edu Only Sarah sees messages sent to this mailbox. 

The Rev.  
Monnie Riggin 

Parish 
Admin 

Cell:  
919-407-9381 

St.titussecretary@gmail.com Monnie has primary use of this mailbox.  
Stephanie has access. 

Susan Stedman Music 
Director 

Cell:  
919-260-9248 

sfstedman@gmail.com Only Susan has access to this mailbox. 

St. Titus’  
Episcopal Church 

  Office 
919-682-5504 

St.titusepiscopal@gmail.com Please do not send any confidential messages to 
this mailbox. Monnie and Stephanie both have 
access to this mailbox. 

  PLEASE NOTE  Rev.Yancy is off on Fridays. Rev Zoutendam is off on Mondays      
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