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We caravanned to the home of our first Curate,  

Philip Zoutendam, to welcome him to St Titus'.  

To Our Curate: May your hopes be  
restored, spirits lifted and your enthusiasm 
renewed while you remain here. 

Philip and Erwin 
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Reflections During Covid-19  

and Other Times  

Encouragement for Today 
 
Psalm 23:4 says, “Even though I walk through the darkest 
valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod 
and your staff, they comfort me.” 
 
Having faith in the darkest valley—during a global pan-
demic, for example—is bold. It’s natural to feel fearful 
right now, but believers can have a bold faith and hope 
during a crisis because of who our God is. 
 
He is never changing, even when our world does. (Malachi 
3:6) 
 
He is all-powerful, strong and able to do anything He 
wills. (Psalm 147:5, Romans 1:20) 
 
He is all-knowing, having knowledge of everything past, 
present, and future. (Isaiah 46:9–10) 
 
He is faithful and always will be. (2 Timothy 2:13) 
 
And He is so much more. He is beyond what we can con-
ceive in our limited human minds. His purposes and prom-
ises are sure, even when we don’t understand them. Even 
when we aren’t sure where He is or what He’s doing. As 
Charles Spurgeon said: 
 
“God is too good to be unkind and He is too wise to be 
mistaken. And when we cannot trace His hand, we must 
trust His heart.” 
 
Again, trusting God and having faith during a pandemic is 
a bold stance. But do you know what else is bold? Coming 
before the Almighty God of the universe in prayer. He-
brews 4:16 instructs us: “Let us therefore come boldly to 
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find 
grace in the time of need.” 
 
Come boldly to the God who is unchanging, always faith-
ful, and never caught by surprise. Keep your faith in Him 
and let the knowledge of who He is calm your fears. 
 

Forward this to someone who needs encouragement for 
today.  

 
 

A Prayer for Our Time Together* 
Pause, pray, and be renewed. 
Listen, learn, and be changed. 
Watch, wait, and be amazed. 
Forgive, forget, and be set free. 
Smile, laugh, and be joyful. 
Think, re-think, and be smarter. 
Sit, share, and be a new friend. 
Let up, let go, and be ourselves. 
Ask, hope, and be surprised. 
Rest, relax, and be expectant.  
Amen. 
 
*From the Book of Uncommon Prayer 
Submitted by The Rev. Greg Jacobs 
 

Bible Verses to Memorize 
Memorizing scripture helps us know God more, renew our 
minds, and encourage others. 
  
And while some of us have extra time on our hands right 
now, it’s the perfect opportunity to hide God’s word in our 
hearts and seek Him more through His holy Word. 
  
Start by memorizing these verses that are especially truths 
for facing our current fears: 
  
Isaiah 41:10 
"Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will 
uphold you with My righteous right hand." 
  
Deuteronomy 31:8 
"The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; 
he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; 
do not be discouraged." 
  
2 Timothy 1:7 
"For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and 
of love and of a sound mind." my God, in whom I trust.” 
  
Download an app like Verses or The Bible Memory App 
to make memorizing Scripture even more enjoyable. 
We’re spending a lot more time on our phones anyway :) 

  
 

 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/verses-bible-memory/id939461663
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/bible-memory-verses-memorization/id496790833?ign-mpt=uo%3D4
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Plan for Churches  

during a PANDEMIC 

 

STAGE TWO: TURNING THE CORNER 
We are currently in Stage One. Date for moving to STAGE TWO is to be determined. 
 PHI: Rates of cases, hospitalizations and deaths are declining. Testing and tracing are available. Sufficient PPE is available. 
 
 Church offices may reopen in spaces large enough for physical distancing to be maintained, with the requirement that proper 

sanitation measures be strictly adhered to and enforced, and with proper ventilation. 
 
 Small indoor church worship may restart in spaces large enough for 6 feet of physical distance to be maintained between people 

from different households. The total number of people present should not exceed 25, including the worship leadership team. 
 
 Outdoor worship for 35 people—with physical distancing—may take place. 
 
 Virtual worship will still be necessary in all congregations to accommodate vulnerable popula- tions and larger worshiping com-

munities. 
 
 If Holy Eucharist is celebrated in this stage, restrictive practices will remain in place. Governance and program committees, Bible 

studies and formation groups of 15 or fewer people might consider meeting in person while wearing masks and maintaining phys-
ical distancing, or they may continue to gather online. 

 
 Churches continue to follow health and safety protocols, including using masks at all gatherings, posting signs indicating symp-

toms, urging people to stay home and seek medical attention if they have symptoms, and recommending prescreening at home. 
 
 Pastoral care visits to those in high-risk categories for contracting the virus remains restricted, as do pastoral care visits by clergy 

and lay visitors in high-risk categories. 
 
 In-person Vacation Bible School is not a good idea this year, and mission trips are inadvisable. 
 
 Care for the most vulnerable, engagement with those assessing the societal impact of the pandemic and advocacy for justice 

continue. 
 
 Churches perform next-level assessments of the pandemic’s impact on members of the congregation and community, forecast 

necessary long-term adjustments of ministry initiatives and explore collaborative partnerships. 
 
 All levels of church leadership need to lead with knowledge and information to help our peo- ple cope with the changing nature of 

the phased community approach our health leaders will be taking. 

 
We strongly recommend that each church create a plan and set of protocols for Stage 2 by 
June 15. Plans do not have to be submitted for approval but the congregational mission 
team is available for consultation and to answer questions. If you have questions about 
your plan and need assistance, please contact Canon David Sellery, Canon Rhonda Lee, Can-
on Earnest Graham, Missioner Daniel Robayo, or Missioner Kathy Walker. 

 See Video on most recent update: https://vimeo.com/434183199 
The Right Reverend Sam Rodman, Bishop, The Diocese of North Carolina 

The Right Reverend Anne Hodges-Copple, Bishop Suffragan, Diocese of North Carolina 
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The meeting was held at 11:30am via 
Zoom. 
 
Attendance: Althea Alton, Diane 
Hundley, Lorie-Ann Lee-Carter, 
Meisha Davis, Preston Edwards, Li-
onell Parker, Marguerite Peebles, The 
Rev. Sarah Woodard, Rev. Stephanie 
Yancy Treasurer: Deborah Debourg- 
Brown 

 
Rev. Yancy opened the meeting with a prayer at 11:34 
am  
 
Rector’s Report- The Rev. Stephanie Yancy: 
 
• reported that her main focus since the sudden closing 

of our church building has been to support and main-
tain our sense of community at St. Titus’  She 
encouraged us to let her know if we knew of anybody 
who needed something from her or from the church.  

• mentioned that her goal is to be able to offer our ser-
vices via Zoom and then to be able to put them on Fa-
cebook.  

• informed us that Susan has gone above and beyond to 
find ways to provide music during this time, including 
hosting choir social time via Zoom and offering virtual 
hymn sings.  

• has asked Brandon to reconvene the Visioning Com-
mittee. The committee held a productive virtual retreat 
May 14-15.   

• announced that three curates who will be part of the 
curacy project have been selected and they should be 
able to start June 1. 

• reported that Alice Grant will be taking Clinical Pasto-
ral Education (CPE) this summer at UNC Hills-
borough. As part of the class she will work for 12 
hours per week under Rev. Yancy’s supervision doing 

pastoral care for St. Titus’ . She will be with us in that 
position for 11 weeks starting the last week in May. 

 
Deacon’s Report-The Rev. Sarah Woodard: 

• reported that St. Titus’ has many participants in the El 
Buen Pastor Food Ministry. The amount of food distri-
buted has increased as has the number of recipients.  

• mentioned that while our ministry with C.C. Spaulding 
Elementary School ended abruptly with the Covid-19 
virus, this is the time for envisioning next year and 
how we might participate in many ways to help.  

• reported on the NCCU Campus Ministry – Seniors 
have graduated (virtually) and there is every expecta-
tion that students will return to the campus in the fall.  

 
 
 
 

Sr. Warden’s Report-Althea Alton: 

• reported that she attended the 
Lay Formation Day Zoom work-
shop offered by the Diocese on 
May 8. The title of the workshop 
was “Adaptive Leadership in the 
Midst of Anxiety”. The day in-
cluded a lecture by Dr. David 
Olsen, psychiatrist, on how to develop an adaptive 
leadership style in the midst of all the anxiety and 
changes brought about by the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

Jr. Warden’s Report  Lionell Parker: 

• reported that Wireless Internet is now available in the 
Delany House. 

 

• The Treasurer’s Report was accepted. See separate 
note from our treasurer. 

 
Old/New Business 

• A motion was passed to award $500 scholarships to 
each of the 5 graduating High School Seniors.  

• The Diocese is in the process of transferring titles of 
our properties back to St. Titus’. Preston will check 
the public record to see if the transfer of property has 
been completed. 

 
Deacon Sarah said the closing prayer.  
The meeting was adjourned at 1:42pm.  
 
 
 
St. Titus Episcopal Church Financial Report 

 
 

 
 

 

Althea Alton, 
Senior Warden 

Highlights of the May,  2020 Vestry Meeting 

As of May 31, 2020 

  

May 
2020 

Actual 

YTD May 
2020 

Actual   

2020 
Annual 
Budget 

2020 Re-
maining 
Budget 

Contributions 
  17,215       86,032   

   
199,000          112,968  

Non- 
Operating Income 

            1       13,045   
      

24,300  
           

11,255  

Total Income 
17216 99076.61   

223300.
00 124223.39 

           

Total Expenses 
14403 84822.22   

223300.
00 138477.78 

Net Income 
2812.33 14254.39    $           -    -14254.39 
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 Another St. Titus’ Centenarian 

Affectionately called "Ms. Mac," Mozella Lam-
bert McLaughlin is known at St. Titus' and 
throughout the community as a person who 
believes in giving back to help others. She is 
a long time member of the church and has served in a number of ca-
pacities, including president of the Episcopal Church Women, coordi-
nator and director of the Vacation Bible School, chair of the United 
Thank Offering, chair of the Parish Life Ministry, lay reader, vestry 
member, and member of the AIDS Care Team. 
 
Born in Goldston, Chatham County, North Carolina on March 22, 
1917, Mozella was the ninth child of twelve, and was the first to finish 
high school and the first to finish college. Her parents, though poor, 

valued hard work and maintained the family by farming. It was their dedication to her schooling that 
inspired Mozella to seek higher education. 
 
She walked two miles to an elementary school where there was a stove in the middle of the room 
that was heated by wood. One of her duties was helping the teacher by starting the fire, as there 
was no janitor. There were four teachers, none with a high school education. They taught the stu-
dents the basics of reading, writing, and arithmetic in grades one through seven. Mozella continued 
at this school until she was 14, because there was no high school in Chatham County for black stu-
dents. She assisted the teachers in teaching the younger children and those who had learning diffi-
culties. 
 
About this time, Mozella was sent to Greensboro and stayed with a cousin to attend Dudley High 
School. After two years at Dudley, a high school was opened in Siler City, 12 miles from Goldston, 
so Mozella went back home to attend school. Her brother drove the school bus that picked up the 
black children, because even though the black students were given a bus by the school system, 
they were not provided a driver. 

 
Mozella finished high school in 1935 and enrolled that fall in Fayetteville State 
Normal School. She first received a two-year teaching certificate in 1937, since 
the school only offered a two year degree. The next fall, the school became 
Fayetteville State Teachers' College (now Fayetteville State University) and 
Mozella continued there to receive her bachelor's degree in elementary educa-
tion in 1939. 
 
After graduation, Mozella returned to Goldston to teach second grade for eight 
years at J.S. Waters School, which covered grades 1-11. It was at J. S. Waters 
where she met her husband, William Henry McLaughlin, who was already 
teaching there as a math instructor. 
 
After five years of marriage, Mozella's husband was drafted into the Army and 

on his return, the couple decided to move to Durham so they could pursue their Master's degrees at 
North Carolina College (now North Carolina Central University), which they received in 1953. Her 
husband also began his business at that time as the co-proprietor of Neighborhood Grocery Store 
with his brother-in-law, Samuel Dillard. Throughout their marriage and until her husband's death in 
1984, Mozella not only taught in the Durham Public School System, she also assisted her husband 
in the business.   

Profile of Mozella McLaughlin by daughter Gwenn 
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Three children were born of that marriage--
Gwendolyn, an attorney; William, a pharmacist; and Beverly, a 
psychologist.   
 
After retiring from teaching in the Durham School System for 32 
years, Mozella substituted for five years, and then started a new 
career for 13 years as a rehabilitation specialist in a group home 
with mentally challenged adults. 
 
Mozella is and has been a community 
activist.  She ran her own family founda-
tion for many years through which she 
helped the needy domestically and 

abroad, and her foundation adopted a NC highway. She was chosen as 
"Mother of the Year" in 1982 by the city of Durham; she served on the 
Arusha, Tanzania Committee of Sister Cities of Durham; she is a member of 
the Alphabettes, a civic and social club; she is a member of the Durham 
Chapter of the Fayetteville State University Alumni Association; and she has 

been active in historic planning in Durham, including renovating and 
operating the former Neighborhood Grocery Store property as a resi-
dential and commercial property on historic Fayetteville Street, and 
helping to achieve the recent designation of her neighborhood--where 
she has lived for more than 70 years--as the College Heights Historic 
District on the National Register of Historic Places.   
 
Mozella is the proud grandmother of six and the great-grandmother of 
five. Her happiest moments are when they come to visit with her. 
 
 Submitted by Gwendolyn Bookman 

 Another St. Titus’ Centenarian Member  
Profile of Mozella McLaughlin by daughter Gwenn 

Two significant initiatives by Mrs.  McLaughlin deserve further recognition: her di-
rection of the St. Titus’ Vacation Bible School and Enrichment Program for many 
years, and the designation of her neighborhood as an historic neighborhood.  To 
that end, we offer some photos of the community and a reprinting of a special arti-
cle on St. Titus’ program  in the June, 2001 Titusian, newsletter. 

Editor’s Note 
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Originally printed on Page 4-The Titusian– June 2000 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL AND ENRICHMENT WEEK OFFER 

Gloria Blue 

St. Titus' Vacation Bible 
School under the superior 
direction of Mozell 
McLaughlin, operated 
during the week of June 
18 until June 22. This 
year's session was well 
staffed and well attended. 
Bible School began at 
9:00 am. and ended at 
1:00 pm. There was no 
charge for children to 

participate. We drew children from our church our neighbor-
hood and from out of town. 
The children were placed in classes according to age group. 
In a new approach, the groups of children changed classes. 
This allowed them to have 50 minutes each of Bible Study, 
Arts and Crafts and Music. Music was in the air around St. 
Titus' courtesy of Alice Stewart, Music teacher. She re-
hearsed them in rousing renditions of "Jesus to the Rescue" 
and they sweetly sang, " I'm Never Alone". Marjorie Freeman 
directed Arts and Crafts sessions. The groups produced true 
works of artistic inspiration, such as: Tie -Dyed T-shirts, Mag-
nets and POPUP Cards. Carol Dorsey Bezue served as 
Lunch Director for the delicious lunches including ice cream, 
which the children enjoyed each day. The lunches were pre-
pared and/or donated by the following 
The lunches were prepared and/or donated by the fol-
lowing Contributors to the Bible School and Enrichment  
Program Lunches  
6-18 Julia Davis and Sisters 

6-19 Pat Valentine, Gloria Drew and Linda Dalley 

6-20 Annette Bailey, Yvette McMiller and Joyce Cun  

  ningham  

6-21 Mary Moore, Margaret Quiett and Willette Adorkor 

6-22 Juanita Taylor, Shelia Bridges and Dorothy Campbell  

6-25 The Myers and Peebles Families 

6-26 Willette Crews Deborah Brown and Frankie Alexander  

6-27 Carolyn Brown Carrie Matthews, Rosemary Johnson 

6-28 Ann Edmonds, Burnell Daniel and Alexine Miller  

6-29 Carolyn White, Pamela Howard 
Other contributors included: Marian Thorne, Cecil and  
Vivian Patterson, Zelma Myers and LeRoy Walker. 
 
The Delany Educational Building and the church grounds 
served us well. In  addition to accommodating the youngest 
children age 2-4, the seating also served children aged 6-8 
quite comfortably. The middle school students aged 10-12 

were integrated into the group of oldest students, aged 13-16. 
This was the largest and the most challenging group. Our 

churchyard was large enough to allow  the largest to play ball; 
the youngest children to draw with chalk on the side walk and 
those in between to hula hoop and sit at the picnic tables. 
 
We cannot say enough about the teachers working with our 
Director  Mozella  McLaughlin. Our teachers are well educated 
volunteers; they are some of the most pleasant ladies you can 
expect to see in the early morning. They are kind, patient, relia-
ble and charming role models. Expressions of Appreciation 
should go to the teachers mentioned above and to Mary Bal-
lard, Anita Cobbs, Danita Parker, and Adeline Spaulding. 
 
Young  adults and teens performed invaluable services and act-
ed as bridges for the children by assisting the teachers. Michael 
Steven Ballard and Lauren Parker were godsends, serving as 
assistants, facilitators, and generalists. We are blessed to have 
them committed to the success of our Vacation Bible School 
for successive years. When they completed football camp, 
Bradley Armstrong (wide receiver) and Lewis Myers 
(offensive line) joined as assistants to help us manage the old-
er males and their recreation, in addition to tilling in (cheerfully), 
whenever asked. We did not realize how much we needed 
them until they arrived, and the impact of their presence was 
felt. 
 
We had the greatest parents we could have ever hoped to 
have during our busy days. They were given the title of Floaters 
and  they never let a child slip through the cracks. They wiped 
tears, moved the groups from class to class, enforced disci-
pline when needed and gave all the support we needed. Our 
sincerest thanks to Jackie Askins, Charise Beam, Mary Davis, 
Mary Moore. Cathy Sheriff and Michele Wilson. 

Marjorie Freedom leads a line to “Get on the Bus” 
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Hat on head, gloves on hands, mask on face – on the first 
Saturday each month, we gather around 7:30 am --ready to 
sort truckloads of food at EL Buen Pastor in East Durham. 
Last month, we scored three Saturdays in a row! It’s physi-

cally demanding and spiritually rewarding. 
 
During this Covid-19 Pandemic we have witnessed that the 
need for food has heightened. Some weeks, we receive 
food on anywhere from one, two or three trucks. There ap-
pears to be enough food to feed an army but every bit of it is 
needed to feed 250-300 people. Speaking of an army, ten 
members of the National Guard showed up one week and 
lent a welcome, helping hand.  
   
All of us contribute to the food drive in unique ways. Lew 
Myers arrives early and greets the trucks – carefully guiding 
the hand trucks and unloading mountains of boxes upon 
pallets. Diane Hundley is an organizer, always smiling, 
spreading good cheer, welcoming others and working dili-
gently as she opens bags before we begin sorting food. Her 
neighbor and friend, Jen, has joined us a couple of times. 
The Davisons are regular volunteers with Treadwell mak-
ing storage from box tops while Judy made yellow masks 
for us: check these out on Facebook. Greg Jacobs shares 
wonderful stories with us as we work six feet apart to main-
tain social distancing. And there are other Titusians who 
participate in many ways, especially through their prayers.  

As we sort the food, I marvel at the beauty of the tomato, 
the size of the leeks and carrots as well as the hams, roasts 
and other meat that draws a crowd once word gets out in 
the community! The smell of pineapple fills the room as well 
as herbs that are ready to be used. Together, we pray over 
the food that is boxed and taken to the trunks of cars for all 
those who have waited patiently for that moment. I imagine 
the dishes that I would prepare with the contents of each 
container knowing that the food that is appreciated won’t 
last long, especially shared within a large family.   
  
Congregating and engaging in fellowship is wonderful as we 
prepare for the masses. We are diligent about social dis-
tancing, working six feet apart, filling car trunks to minimize 
contact with each other except for that smile or wave that 
we exchange. We are all in this ministry together serving 
one another with the gift of food and hospitality.  
  After our work is done, we load up my car with food to 
share with our St. Titus’ neighbors as we extend the food 
ministry further into our community– for our neighbors to 
enjoy and for their sustenance.   
Thanks to the Food Bank of North Carolina for sharing such 
a wonderful assortment of food and ensuring that we follow 
safe practices and ways to honor those who will receive the 

food. Thank you especial-
ly to Bishops Sam and 
Anne for permitting us to 
engage in this ministry to 
feed the hungry during the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Our 
gratitude also goes to El 

Buen Pastor for extending a radical welcome to all of us 
who participate in this ministry as we work together for the 
good of others.  For the farmers and harvesters, we pray for 
you as you labor to provide food for all of us  And, to the 
people who come for food, you are a true blessing.   
All are welcome at this place.   

Thank you, God, for the bounty that we share with others.  

Bless the food; bless the people who come for food and all 

those who are nourished by your presence.  

Deacon Sarah Woodard 

FOOD MINISTRY 
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The Rev. Canon Gregory  
A. Jacobs 

The Rev. Canon Gregory (Greg) Ja-
cobs comes to us from Newark, New 
Jersey where he served as Canon to the 
Ordinary & Chief of Staff in the Dio-
cese of Newark until his retirement in 
July of last year. In that capacity, he 
served as the principal advisor to the 
Bishop for 11 years on matters involv-
ing policy, transition ministry, and pro-
gram concerning clergy and congrega-
tions in the diocese. 
 
Greg grew up in Shaker Heights, Ohio, 
just outside of Cleveland. His father, 
an Episcopal priest for 55 years, served 
as rector of St. Andrew’s Church, 
Cleveland until 1970 when the family 
moved to Washington, D.C., following 
his father’s call to serve as rector at 
Church of The Atonement. His mother 
taught in the Cleveland public schools. 
 
In 1974, Canon Jacobs received his 
A.B. degree in Urban Studies from 
Princeton University’s Woodrow Wil-
son School of Public and International 
Affairs in addition to a Certificate in 
African American Studies.  
 
He is a 1977 graduate of Columbia 
University School of Law, and re-
turned to Cleveland where he practiced 
labor law, employment discrimination 
law, and minority business law for 18 
years. During that time, he was a faith-
ful member of Emmanuel Episcopal 

Church (later Church of the Transfig-
uration) and an active participant on 
several Diocese of Ohio committees. 
 
In 1995, Canon Jacobs received a Mas-
ter of Divinity degree from Bexley 
Hall Episcopal Seminary/Colgate 
Rochester Divinity School in Roches-
ter, NY, and was ordained deacon and 
priest that year in the Diocese of Ohio. 
For the next eleven years he served the 
Episcopal Diocese of Ohio first as cu-
rate at St. Paul’s Church, Akron and as 
vicar of St. Philip’s Church, Akron. In 
1999, he joined diocesan staff as the 
Bishop’s Assistant for Urban Congre-
gations & Urban Youth.  
 
Excited about the urban ministry being 
birthed at Trinity Cathedral in down-
town Cleveland, Greg joined the Ca-
thedral staff as Canon for Mission and 
Ministry in 2001. While there, he over-
saw the expansion of the Cathedral’s 
programs for the homeless, initiated an 
adopt-a-school program with a nearby 
elementary school, and cultivated a 
collaborative relationship with Cleve-
land State University.  
 
He then accepted a call in 2006 to the 
diocesan staff in the Diocese of Massa-
chusetts where he served as Assistant 
to the Bishop for Urban Congregations 
until July 2008. While there, he over-
saw congregation and clergy matters 
for the nearly 100 urban congregations 
in the diocese. In September 2008, he 
joined the staff in the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Newark where he served until 
his retirement.  
 
Canon Greg has served on the Board 
of Bexley Hall Seminary, the Standing 
Committee on Constitution & Canons, 
the Board for Transition Ministry, as 
co-chair of General Convention com-
mittees, and on several boards, com-
mittees, and commissions of the Epis-
copal Church as well as in the dioceses 
in which he has served. He has been 
elected clerical deputy to General Con-
vention four times. He is a lifetime 
member of the Union of Black Episco-

palians, and has also served on the anti
-racism committees of every diocese in 
which he has worked. 
 
Away from the church, Greg enjoys a 
passion for music of all kinds 
(classical, jazz, spiritual/gospel, 
rhythm and blues) and proudly points 
to a love of choral music which started 
back in elementary school. He loves to 
travel, has visited all but 5 U.S. states, 
and is looking forward to more interna-
tional travel when travel restrictions 
are lifted. He is an avid reader and life-
long learner, enjoying chiefly African 
American history and literature, Amer-
ican and world history, and historical 
fiction mysteries. Crossword puzzles 
watching professional sports, and a 
fascination with trivia are enjoyable 
pastimes.  
 
Greg admits to a lifelong love of Mar-
vel comics and the Star Trek series. In 
retirement, he hopes to take up garden-
ing and a growing interest in cooking. 
He looks forward to being part of the 
Durham community which he believes 
offers an amazing number of cultural, 
social and community opportunities. 
 
Canon Jacobs is blessed with two won-
derful adult children both of whom are 
pursuing careers in education. Char-
lotte Elizabeth Jacobs lives in Philadel-
phia where she is an adjunct Assistant 
Professor at the University of Pennsyl-
vania Graduate School of Education 
and co-director of the Independent 
School Teaching Residency Program. 
Stephanie Jacobs Snyder lives in Silver 
Spring, Maryland where she is Deputy 
Director of Assessments at the Office 
of the State Superintendent of Educa-
tion in Washington, D.C.  
 
Greg has two granddaughters, Norah 
and Natalie; a brother, David, living in 
Charlotte, and a sister, Lisa, residing in 
Arlington, Virginia. His mother, Lyn, 
turns 90 in July and lives in Pineville. 
North Carolina.  
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Susan Stedman, 
Music Director/Organist 
St. Titus’ Episcopal 
Church 

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, all of us have made sacrifices and experienced losses which 
we could never have imagined at the pandemic’s onset.  The Church in particular has suffered sever-
al blows:  losing the celebration of the Holy Eucharist, losing our community worship and fellowship 
experiences, and losing the joy and spiritual expression of singing together.  For all these losses, we 
grieve.  
 
Yet in our grief and bewilderment, the hymn “How Can I Keep From Singing?” offers a positive per-
spective.  The hymn was written by a Baptist preacher, Robert Lowry, during another tumultuous 
time in America’s history—the 1860’s—when both a cholera pandemic and a Civil War ravaged our 
nation.  The words ring as true today as they did when they were first penned, and I share them in 
hopes that their message will have meaning for you as well.  Below the lyrics I placed a link to a love-

How Can I Keep From Singing? 

MUSIC NOTES 
How Can I Keep  

  From Singing? 

My life flows on in endless song;  

Above earth's lamentation, 

I hear the sweet, tho' far-off hymn  

That hails a new creation; 

Thro' all the tumult and the strife  

I hear the music ringing; 

It finds an echo in my soul—  

How can I keep from singing? 

What tho' my joys and comforts die?  

The Lord my Saviour liveth; 

What tho' the darkness gather round?  

 
Songs in the night he giveth. 

No storm can shake my inmost calm  

While to that refuge clinging; 

Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth,  

How can I keep from singing? 

I lift my eyes; the cloud grows thin;  

I see the blue above it; 

And day by day this pathway smooths,  

Since first I learned to love it, 

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart,  

A fountain ever springing; 

All things are mine since I am his—  

How can I keep from singing? 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=5uc1smOOs7A 

BINGO CARD CLUES 

  

https://crosswordlabs.com/embed/religion-1414  

Instructions-Solving a crossword online 

1. Click a cell on the crossword grid, or click a clue 
2. Click twice on a cell to toggle between across and down 
3. The active cell is highlighted in blue 
4. Start typing in the word 
5. Hit enter when you are done typing in the word 
6. The word will turn green or red if you got it right or wrong 
7. You can use the tab and shift-tab keys to move around 

the crossword, and the arrow keys 

1. Cat person 
2  Likes being outdoors 
3.  Not a Duke or Carolina Fan 
4. Doesn’t like eggs 
5. Likes German food 
6. Teacher 
7. English major 
8. Spanish minor 
9. Psalms favorite book of Bible 
10. Fall favorite season 
11. Morning person 
12. Didn’t grow up Episcopalian 
 
 
 

13. Involved in prison ministry 
14. Traveled to France 
15. Traveled to Michigan 
16. Lived outside the US 
17. Speaks a language other 

than English 
18. Prefers mustard to ketchup 
19. Married 
20. Writes in a journal 
21. Had calling to ordained minis-

try 
22. Has a favorite saint 
23. Currently reading two books 
24. Worked or volunteered at 

Habitat for Humanity 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5uc1smOOs7A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5uc1smOOs7A
https://crosswordlabs.com/embed/religion-1414
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Deacon Reflection:  

The Hands and Feet of God 
 I believe God started tap-
ping me on the shoulder 
when I was about 5 or 6 
years old, when in the 
summers at the beach with 

my grandparents (all of us good Presbyterians!), we went to 
church every Sunday morning. The closest church was a 
chapel in Ridge, Maryland, which was a mission of Trinity 
Episcopal Church in St. Mary’s City, Maryland. There, in that 
little Episcopal chapel, my love of the Episcopal liturgy was 
born. 
Life happened, I grew up, graduated from college in Bristol, 
Tennessee, which is where I discovered the little A-frame 
St. David’s in the Woods Episcopal mission church. In 1973, 
I was received into The Episcopal Church after returning to 
the Washington, D.C. area. It was there I began a long and 
rewarding airline, travel management career, and worked all 
over the world. I married Aden Riggin and we had two girls, 
who are grown and good citizens making their own contribu-
tions. 
 
Aden had a long career with the airline industry. He retired 
and went on social security disability because of medical 
issues. It was then that he recognized the need for English 
as Second Language classes in a community with a growing 
Korean population and researched the best program to of-
fer. He established this ministry at Good Shepherd Episco-
pal in Burke, Virginia. It was incredibly successful and con-
tinues to this day. We believe God then called us to a little A
-frame church (full circle from my college days?!) in Annan-
dale, Virginia: St. Barnabas’. It was there Aden offered to 
help establish an afterschool program, in cooperation with 
Fairfax County, for children in the church’s neighborhood 
who were at risk for gang recruitment. I contributed to the 
Journey to Adulthood program (little did I know then that 
program originated at St. Philip’s, Durham) by mentoring 
first-year students. We ended every Sunday with “God mo-
ments” from the previous week. 
 
I believe God was working in and through both of us; in ef-
fect, we were both deacons together. We moved to Durham 
in 2007 and Aden died in 2008. Our home and life in 
Durham were his final gift to me. Thanks be to God, and to 
Aden. 
 

Fast forward to about 2013 when I felt a strong need to go 
visit the son of a dear friend of mine who is serving a 35-
year term in a Virginia state prison. We had the most won-
derful visit. I stayed for five hours. As I was driving home, I 
experienced an urgent need “to do something.” I believe it 
was a visit from, or a rising up of, the Holy Spirit. I returned 
to Durham and had coffee the next morning with the Rev. 
Joe Hensley. The rest is history! That was the launch of 
prison ministry for me, and it was no accident. The journey 
has continued to encompass anti-racism and reconciliation, 
including mass incarceration and bail bond reform. The 
common theme for all of these ministries is racism and pov-
erty. 
 
Soon after coffee with Joe, at his suggestion, I began to dis-
cern with the rector, the vestry and my congregation about 
God’s call for us to establish Faith Teams - groups of parish-
ioners who would enjoy a meal together and meet (in cove-
nant and friendship) twice-monthly with an ex-offender re-
turning to our community, supporting that person as they 
assimilated back into our community. Those teams are alive 
and well at St. Luke’s and many other churches in Durham 
to this day. St. Luke’s now has two teams! 

I was visiting with my friend (the mother of the incarcerated 
son in Virginia), and over a glass of wine she quietly told me 

she thought I should become a deacon. Frankly, my initial 
thought was that she’d lost her mind. I did listen to all the 
reasons why, and clearly the seed planted by God early in 
my life had continued to grow. My formal discern-
ment began in February of 2015. 

For 3.5 years, I followed God’s call through preparation and 
study and prayer and interview, to be ordained to the diaco-
nate. It was an incredibly enriching and a very difficult expe-
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rience. I learned so much 
about the gift I was being 
given by God and about 
myself. It was scary and 
hard and “character build-
ing,” but I knew without 
any doubt this was what 

God wanted me to do.  

On May 5, 2018, the Rt. 
Rev. Sam Rodman laid his 
hands on my head and 

consecrated me. God had indeed made me a deacon. It was 
the happiest day of my life, and I knew I would never be the 

same. 

God has taken me deep into the work of acknowledging and 
addressing racism. The launch of that work resulted from a 
two-day long training with the Racial Equity Institute (REI). 
Cathy Rimer-Surles “strongly encouraged” me to go to this 
training over what seemed like a very long time. I didn’t real-
ly understand a word she was saying (it is a new language), 
but I went to the training to find out why she was so impas-
sioned (and to get her to stop encouraging me). I was 
stunned to learn that as a white person, with all the power, I 
was a racist (something I thought was impossible). I know 
what our forefathers did some 400 years ago wasn’t my 
fault, but I knew it would be my responsibility to use my 
white power to make change with people of color. I would 
learn to follow and support people of color – not fix it – but 
lend my power to help them make change. This training was 

life-changing for me. It has been six years since that first 
training – I’ve attended many more of those workshops and 
others, to learn as much as I could about this country’s pain-
ful past and its impact upon God’s children today. I knew in 

my heart I had to be part of making change. 

Right after the REI training, Episcopalians United Against 
Racism (EUAR) was founded by five good Episcopalians (I 
was one) who needed to be able to continue the conversa-
tion in a faith-based environment. We have learned together 
and developed relationships with people and organizations 
established by people of color for people of color. Together, 
we applied for and were awarded a Jesse B. DuPont grant 
(over two years) which has supported Communities in Part-
nership (CIP) and others, with the result of improving the 
lives of people in Durham who have been so impacted by 
racism and the resulting poverty, over generations. A Sum-
mit on Racism and Child Poverty was held last year, led by 
people of color that provided the venue to tell their stories 
and a platform to talk about a better future. It was attended 
by more than 400 people. We continue to have monthly 
roundtable lunches with these same leaders. We are strong 
supporters of getting as many of our diocesan population to 
the REI workshops and we developed an eight (now 10) 
module mini-series to help congregations continue these 

tough, yet critical, conversations. There is hope. 

How in the world could all of this be accomplished by so 
few? God is in the midst of all of this, paving the way for us 

to do God’s work – we are the hands and feet of God. 

Welcome to our Curate, Philip Zoutendam! 
 During these days of social distancing, the 
Invite. Welcome. Connect Committee is using 
creative ways to get to know Philip and to stay 
connected with each other. We caravanned 
over to his home on the evening of his Ordina-
tion to the Transitional Diaconate since we 

couldn’t be with him in person that day. There, we also met his 
wife, Erin. What a fun time being together in his front yard--seeing each other – cele-
brating together!  

 

Last week, we played  BINGO (card attached; note that Philip’s picture is appropriately 
placed in the free space square.)  Clues centered around his life, education and experi-
ences and helped us see the connections between him and St. Titus’. 
Congratulations to Charles Thompson who won the BINGO game on Zoom! 
See page 10 for the Bingo clues 
You’ll hear from us as we have other events to celebrate.    
Chuck Hennessee, Pam Howard, Lorie-Ann Lee and Rev. Sarah Woodard 

 
Invite. Welcome. Connect Committee  

Invite 

Welcome 

Connect 
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Recent Deaths in Our Parish Family 
Mrs. Mary Alice Estes Ballard, 
daughter to the late Nelson and 
Mattie Will Estes was born on De-
cember 18, 1922 in Plantersville, 
Mississippi. Mary entered eternal 
rest on June 6, 2020 at her home in 
Durham, North Carolina. 
 
As a Mississippi native, Mary was 
educated and graduated from the 
public schools in Tupelo, MS.  In 

1947, she earned a Bachelor's Degree from Alcorn University, 
the first Black land grant college established in the United States, 
located in Lormon, Mississippi. After college, Mary moved to 
Durham, North Carolina where she earned a Master's Degree 
from North Carolina Central University in 1974. However, along 
the way to earning her Master's Degree, Mary met and married 
the love of her life, Herbert T. Ballard, in 1953. Herbert preceded 
her in death in 1986. 
 
Their union was blessed with one child, their beloved Valerie. 
 
In addition to being a devoted mother and wife, Mary was an 
equally dedicated professional, carving out a career for herself at 
North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Company and North Caro-
lina Central University. Believing in the strength of community, 
Mary did not hesitate to reach out to others. She understood the 
value of friendship and fellowship, which led her to be a found-
ing member of the Epicurean Women's Club in Durham. Mary 
loved seeing new places and being with her family and friends. 
They will all mourn her passing, but will rejoice and celebrate 
the beautiful life and legacy she built. 
 
Preceding her in death was her sister, Ada Bell Jernigan, sister, 
Lotherine Estes, brother, Ruben Estes (Willie), brother, James 
Earl Estes (Dorothy), brother, Charles Estes (Patricia)  and sister, 
Jessie Barnes (George).  Her beautiful life will forever be cher-
ished in the lives of her caring daughter, Valerie Ballard Brown 
(Michael) of Durham, grandson, Michael Steven Brown, Jr.  of 
Mebane, sister, Fannie B. Milsap (Andrew) of Kansas City, MO, 
and a host of nieces, nephews, and extended families. 
 
Because of Covid 19, there was not a funeral service. Prayers 
were said at St. Titus’ Episcopal Church's columbarium with just 
a few people present where Mary's cremains are interred. 
 
Father of all, we pray to you for Mary, and for all those whom 
we love but see no longer.  Grant to them eternal rest. Let light 
perpetual shine upon them. May Mary's soul and the soul of the 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.  
Book of Common Prayer p. 498  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shirley Elizabeth Bond was born 

on April 23, 1935, in Laurel 

Grove, MD, to the late James 

Howard and H. Veronica Wood-

land. She was the oldest of eight 

children. Shirley departed this life 

on May 26, 2020 at St. Mary’s 

Hospital in Leonardtown, MD after 

a short illness. 

Shirley was raised in St. Mary's 

County, Md and 

attended St. Jo-

seph Catholic School and Benjamin Banneker High School. 

Her husband, King Philip Bond, Sr preceded her in death on 

April 2, 2000 whom she married at St. Joseph’s Catholic 

Church on April 19, 1954 and later celebrated their 40th Wed-

ding Anniversary at St. Aloysius Gonzaga Catholic Church, 

Leonardtown, MD. 

In her early years, Shirley enjoyed needlepoint and sewing. 

She was loved for her cooking skills, which included her South-

ern Maryland stuffed ham, fried chicken, various tasty greens, 

specialty iced tea, and her delicious cherry cheesecake. As her 

family grew, she spent her leisure time canning, planting vege-

table and flower gardens and raising her children to be Chris-

tian like adults. 

In the late 1960s, she completed a Nurse’s Aide training course 
and graduated at Chopticon High School. Shirley was an active 

member with the Boy Scouts of America and acted as the Scout 

Leader for her sons scout pack. She spent many hours traveling 

to their events and activities. 

One of Shirley’s biggest accomplishments was when she re-

ceived her driver’s license at the age of 45 in 1980. This al-

lowed her a level of independence she very much needed with 

a growing family. After receiving her license, she was able to 

go to work, visit family, and shop when she pleased. We would 

often wonder where Momma is; she was out celebrating her 

independence. 

After her youngest son Kerry was born, she went to work full 

time outside of the home for Dr. Chester L. George, a local 

dentist and his family. Dr. George’s family became a part of 

our family attending many social events and providing dental 

services to those who needed it in the family. 

Shirley had a cheerful, loving disposition, and loved her chil-

dren and grandchildren unconditionally. She was sure to not 

show favorites and taught her children the same. She spent 

almost forty years taking care of her special-needs daughter,  

She was the mother of King Bond, Jr. 
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Gail until her death in 2008. Her life was some-

what limited for extra curricula activities outside 

the home, due to the special care that she de-

sired for her daughter. She made special effort 

to attend and support all her children, grandchil-

dren, and family during the numerous gradua-

tions, weddings, and other special events. 

 She was so much fun to travel and venture out 

with. She enjoyed shopping with her children 

and grandchildren and always made the occa-

sion loads of fun. 

Shirley leaves to cherish her memory, ten 

children, King Philip Bond, Jr. (Sheila) 

Durham, NC, Julius Marvin Bond (Rita) Mechan-

icsville, MD, Agnes Terry Lee Taylor (Arlin) 

Forestville, MD, Deborah Ann Austin (Arthur) 

Newport News, VA, Gary Ignatius Bond (Michell) 

Perris, CA, Eric Xavier Bond (Gladys) 

Leonardtown, MD, Kim Christopher Bond 

Leonardtown, MD, Norris Gabriel Bond Mechan-

icsville, MD, Brian David Bond, Sr.Leonardtown, 

MD, and Kerry Alexander Bond, Sr. (Chanel), 

Leonardtown, MD. She also leaves to cherish 

her memory 24 grandchildren and 12 great-

grandchildren; One brother Thomas X. Woodland 

(Doris) of Queens, NY; four sisters, Lillian Ste-

vens (Emory) of Leonardtown, MD, Mildred Ste-

venson of Washington, DC, Margaret G. Stevens 

of Washington, DC and Zelma Thompson 

(Randolph) of Bryans Road, MD, and a host of 

nieces and nephews. 

Shirley was preceded in death by her daughters 

Gladys Ann Bond, Sandra Marie Hunt-Fant, and 

Karen Gail Bond and sons, Michael Cisco Bond, 

and Paul Agee Bond, Sr., two brothers, James F. 

Woodland, Joseph W. Woodland, a Godson/

nephew, Joseph Ronald Hall, Godmother/Aunt M. 

Elizabeth Harris. 

ALBERT WHITING, 1917-2020 

Former chancellor led NCCU through significant growth 

Former president and 
Nathaniel Whiting, has died at age 102.  An  

academic and U.S. Army veteran who led the his
through significant  

Maryland. 

Whiting came to Durham when he fourth presi-
dent of North Carolina College  at  Durham  in 1966. He served  the universi-
ty 

in 1983. He was a communicant at St. Titus’ 
Episcopal Church, Durham  NC. The Criminal Justice Building at NCCU 
was named in his honor.  

 HERALDSUN.COM   

Kate Murphy: 919-829-4842, @KateMurphyNews 

Richard Carew 
On the loss of a brother, 

Samuel 
On the Loss of a sister, 

Tunde 
 

On the loss of 
their sister  
Barbara 
Drumgold  

Gloria Drew 

Paula Drew-Estes 
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  Across 

4. an intense feeling of deep affection 

7. make or declare (something, typically a church) sacred; 
dedicate formally to a religious or divine purpose. 

9. made holy; consecrated 

10. we are all made in gods ____ 

12. the quality or state of being true. 

13. the state of being extremely poor 

16. the condition that distinguishes animals and plants from 
inorganic matter, including the capacity for growth repro-
duction functional activity and continual change preced-
ing death 

17. a feeling of deep admiration for someone or something 
elicited by their abilities, qualities, or achievements 

19. simple elegance or refinement of movement 

20. compassion or forgiveness shown toward someone 
whom it is within one's power to punish or harm 

  Down 

1. quiet gentle and easily imposed on submissive 

2. the action or process of forgiving or being for-
given 

3. just behavior 

5. honor as holy 

6. the human race; human beings collectively 

8. the state or quality of being worthy of honor or re-
spect 

11. an organization set up to provide help and raise 
money for those in need. 

13. freedom from disturbance; quiet and tranquility. 

14. a solemn promise 

15. cannot avoid or help doing something 

18. firm belief in the reliability, truth, ability, or strength 
of someone or something 

Test Your 
Religion IQ 

Solve the puzzle on-line at https://crosswordlabs.com/view/religion-1414  
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An Invitation to Common Prayer   
St. Titus’ is offering a weekly prayer line for parishioners to join in the Lord's Prayer, the weekly collect, or for specific 
prayer requests. Hosted by Alice Graham Grant, the prayer line will be open from 10 AM to 12 PM on Mondays and 
Fridays. If the line is busy, leave a message and Alice will return your call. Common Prayer line: (718) 578-9610 
 
St. Titus’ T Shirts and Polo Shirts  Please find the order form for the St. Titus' T-shirts and Polo shirts by clicking this 
link https://www.customink.com/g/bxw0-00c8-c7n1?pc=TXN-
173480&utm_campaign=gof_org_open&utm_content=body_gof&utm_medium=email&utm_source=gof_org_txn 
The instructions for ordering are simple and you will find all the information that you need on the link. If you have ques-
tions, please contact Chuck Hennessee:  wllmhennessee@aol.com 
  
Evening Prayer Link Join us for Evening Prayer on Wednesdays at 6:00 pm. To follow the service on Facebook, CLICK 
HERE.  You can access the order of service if you Click Here.  If you prefer to join the service via Zoom click on this 

link:   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81148658983?pwd=TGhMYWlvN0FVZXhCbVJzZERJMVJCdz09 

Coffee Hour Link Join us for Zoom Coffee Hour every Thursday at 5:30 pm. Click here for Coffee Hour  

St. Titus’ Oral History Project  

Saint Titus’ Oral History Project Committee announces the launch of an oral history project. 
The project will engage members in gathering and recording stories and historical perspectives 
of the St. Titus’ community. It will involve recording interviews with members and preserving 
those interviews in voice and written forms. An intergenerational approach is key to the project 
as we want to engage young and older members in all facets of the activity. Mary Hawkins and 
Sarah Woodard of the Communications Committee assist will assist Oral History Project Com-
mittee. We hope to work with Lynn Hoke, Diocesan Archivist, as we seek to tell our story.  
We are seeking additional volunteers. If you are interested in helping with this project call the 

church at 919-682-5504 and leave a message or send an email to Willette Crews at jereware@yahoo.com We need a 
working group to help develop specific goals and guidelines for the project. We will also need to develop appropriate legal 
releases, interview scripts and guides, and provide training and assistance for interviewers. We need technical assistance 

with audio and video recording as well as photography. We welcome interviewers of all ages. by Willette Crews 

The Titusian News Digest 
St. Titus’ Episcopal Church 
400 Moline Street 
Durham  NC  27707 
919-682-5504 
st.titusepiscopal@gmail.com 
sttitusdurham.dionc.org 
The Rev. Stephanie Yancy, Rector 
The Rev. Sarah Woodard, Deacon 
The Rev. Philip  Zoutendam, Curate 
Mary Hawkins, Newsletter Editor 

We have a new website!  
sttitusdurham.dionc.org   We want 
your comments and encourage you to 
view the site and complete give us 
feedback. As you note, the Covid-19 
has brought changes in the ways we 
contact our members. More and more 
you will need to visit our website for 
information.    

Congratulations to Gloria Drew on 
the birth of her eighth grandchild, Cole 
Christopher Horne, born on June 26, 
to Gloria’s son and daughter-in-law, 
Kevin and Melanie Horne.  

https://www.customink.com/g/bxw0-00c8-c7n1?pc=TXN-173480&utm_campaign=gof_org_open&utm_content=body_gof&utm_medium=email&utm_source=gof_org_txn
https://www.customink.com/g/bxw0-00c8-c7n1?pc=TXN-173480&utm_campaign=gof_org_open&utm_content=body_gof&utm_medium=email&utm_source=gof_org_txn
mailto:wllmhennessee@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/pg/St-Titus-Episcopal-Church-Durham-139390652796392/videos/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/St-Titus-Episcopal-Church-Durham-139390652796392/videos/?ref=page_internal
https://sttitusdurham.dionc.org/Resources/service-leaflets.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81148658983?pwd=TGhMYWlvN0FVZXhCbVJzZERJMVJCdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85429665287?pwd=RUhVdXNLSmNLNzVUaGdwNXZqWmhaQT09
http://www.clipartsuggest.com/hands-raised-we-need-your-help-fun-free-clipart-funfreeclipart-sLATyr-clipart/
http://sttitusdurham.dionc.org/

