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 Friends, 
I must confess that when I heard that we would stop holding in-person services effective March 15, and that 
the shutdown would last at least through May 17, I panicked. We had been on a roll. So many good things 
were happening at St. Titus’, including our return to parish status last November. With the doors shut, I was 
afraid we would lose that feeling of being connected that is so much a part of St. Titus’. I needn’t have wor-
ried. If anything, I think we are more connected than ever. Offering services online has meant that folks who 
were not able to be with us in our building can now participate. I’ve heard from several of them. I count that as 
a blessing. I count as blessing, too, the ways in which you’ve reached out to each other, checking in, offering 
assistance, reminding folks that they have not been forgotten. Thank you. You’ve continued to be the church. 
 
When we stopped holding in-person services I was afraid giving would go down. Instead you continue to give 
generously, so much so that in addition to giving financial assistance to individuals in need, I’ve been able to 
make donations to organizations that help those most affected by COVID-19, both the disease itself and the 
economic devastation it has brought about.  Among those groups are the Episcopal Farmworkers Ministry and 
Habitat for Humanity. I do this in your name, my friends. Again, thank you.  
 
When we closed our doors I was afraid we would lose our momentum. Instead, some things kept on going and 
we’ve found new ways to get other things done. We gather virtually for worship now, as well as for social time 
and meetings. Deacon Sarah continues to lead volunteers in distributing food on the first Saturday of each 
month at El Buen Pastor. Work on the curacy project continues. Deacon Sarah, Senior Warden Althea, and I 
served on the search committee. We will be able to share the names of the three people selected soon. They are 
expected to start this summer, perhaps as early as June. Yes, they will likely begin as “virtual curates.” 
 
Many of you have used this wilderness time to prepare yourselves for the journey ahead. Some have rethought 
your prayer time. Others have made space in your days for quiet meditation. Most have looked for signs of res-
urrection in the midst of the death and suffering around us. My panic has given way to gratitude. We haven’t 
lost our momentum. We’re simply preparing ourselves to continue on the journey.  
 
 
Faithfully, 
Rev. Stephanie+ 
 

 

A Message from  
the Rector 
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The Art of Practicing our Faith in the Shadow of COVID-19:  
Next Steps on the Way Forward in the Diocese of North Carolina 

As we look forward to the 
day when we can think 
about being able to gather 
in person again, a commit-
tee consisting of clergy and 
lay volunteers from across 
the Diocese of North Caro-
lina has formed to address 
the myriad considerations 
associated with that day. 

The Task Force for Next Steps is in the process of preparing 
detailed written guidelines to assist our 120 worshipping commu-
nities, direct services and ministry partners in navigating the 
changing course of the current pandemic, the impact of which is 
far from over. 
 
The governor of North Carolina has announced a phased ap-
proach to the state’s reopening of public spaces, social gather-
ings and commercial enterprises in our various, multifaceted 
communities. The governor has announced that the state’s deter-
minations will be guided by the availability and reliability of test-
ing, the feasibility of tracing and tracking contacts with COVID-19 
and improved methods for collecting data, all according to the 
best information from the medical and public safety profession-
als. 
 
It is easy to see that worship gatherings and other gatherings in 
buildings, and even in open spaces, will present some special 
and even unique challenges. The more people involved, the 
greater the number of challenges. Everything from rethinking 
bulletins, to cleaning surfaces between services, to adjusting how 
we sing in worship will need to be considered as we develop new 
operating procedures while the pandemic, and the accompanying 
adjustments to life, continue to ebb and flow across borders and 
over seasons of the year. 
 
The leadership of the Diocese will continue to respect, honor and 
appreciate the orders, directions and recommendations of our 
local and state officials. The Rt. Rev. Sam Rodman, in consulta-
tion with the task force, will define when and under what condi-
tions and rubrics public worship and other gatherings will be con-
ducted in our Episcopal buildings. 
 
Currently, the previous directive of March 17, 2020 remains in 
place, and gathering in our church buildings remains suspended 
until at least May 17. When restrictions are changed, it will be a 
matter of cautiously loosening the liturgical restrictions and grad-
ually expanding the number of people allowed to assemble while 
still maintaining physical distancing. 
 

The ability to gather in limited numbers should be seen as the 
building back of in-person worship to the worship practices estab-
lished over the last weeks. It must be remembered that while we 
were under orders to shelter at home, worship never stopped, 
nor did bible studies, coffee hours, pastoral care, vestry meetings 
and more. We have started to learn – and should continue to 
learn – to sing the Lord’s song in this new landscape! The leader-
ship of the Diocese, lay and ordained, believe our worship com-
munities should maintain online options for worship, formation 
and socializing for at least the foreseeable future, as it is likely to 
remain unadvisable for a significant percentage of our members 
to return to public worship until there is vaccine against the virus. 
Worship is not the only area in which the task force is working. 
There are six specific areas in which considerations are being 
addressed: 
 
All things Sunday morning: worship, formation, nursery, aco-
lytes, altar guild, etc. 
Pastoral care and pastoral services: baptisms, weddings, fu-
nerals, unction, lay Eucharistic visitors, etc. 
Outreach, direct services and schools 
Other organizations and meetings: Bible studies, vestry meet-
ings and groups that use our buildings such a 12-step programs, 
etc. 
Protection, equipment, safe practices and preven-
tion: equipment such as masks, and protocols for tracking partic-
ipants in case there is a possible exposure, cleaning supplies. 
Advocacy: giving witness, where necessary, on behalf of vulner-
able members of our community such as bus drivers, frontline 
medical workers, farmworkers, meatpackers, people without ac-
cess to health insurance, homeless, supermarket and food deliv-
ery employees. 
 
The first draft report of the task force will be submitted by Mon-
day, May 4. The goal is to have the final document prepared 
before the current directive expires on May 17. 
 
As we look toward the coming weeks, please remember that just 
as it has in recent weeks, we are taking this one step at a time, 
one day at a time to do our best to remain in vibrant, beloved 
community while keeping each other and our neighbors 
safe. We will continue to share information as much as pos-
sible, all the while knowing we will have to adjust as our 
ongoing “new normal” develops. 
 
But adjust we will, just as we have, because our beloved 
community remains strong, and it will continue to grow. 
Bishops Rodman and Hodges-Copple 
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The meeting was conducted via  
Zoom. 
 
The meeting opened with a prayer by 
Rev. Yancy. 
 

The January Financial Report was approved. Please see 
the article, from our treasurer, Deborah DeBourg Brown, for 
more information on the Financials. 
 
The Rector’s report, Deacon’s report and Senior Warden’s 
report were all received and approved. 
 
Lionell Parker, Althea Alton, and Rev. Yancy reported on a 
meeting they had with Capt. Cote of the Durham Sheriff’s 
Office to talk about security measures that we can take at 
St. Titus’  . He left us with an outline of a plan that we can 
adapt to our needs.  

Captain Cote mentioned that our building was good with 
respect to the number and location of entrances as well as 
the fact that it is constructed of cinderblock. 
 
Lew Myers reported preliminary plans to contract with a firm 
to conduct a feasibility study on the possible renovation/
expansion of the church. 
 
Rev. Yancy discussed her plans to divided the church con-
gregation into “buddy groups”.  A Vestry member or  anoth-
er volunteer will  serve as a contact person for the mem-
bers of each group so as to keep in touch while we are una-
ble to meet in person. 
 
The meeting adjourned after a closing prayer by Rev. 
Sarah Woodard.  

 

Althea Alton, 
Senior Warden 

Highlights of the March 2020 Vestry Meeting 

Although our doors are necessarily closed during this pan-
demic, we can, with God’s Divine Guidance, continue to 
open our ears, eyes and heart as we minister to all people. 
While our building is closed, we can rest assured that the 
church and Beloved Community known as St. Titus’ is very 
much open and alive. The church is not, nor has it ever 
been, a building. St. Titus’ is, and always will be, “the peo-
ple”. 
  
With that in mind, it is important to remember that St. Titus’ 
needs our support in these difficult times. The church still 
must depend on the financial resources provided by the 
congregation if we are to continue to make possible all that 

God calls this church to do. We depend on you to be able to 
pay our bills, including the salaries of our staff and clergy. 
  
Mindful of this, we - as lay leaders of this church - urge you 
to continue your financial support for St. Titus’ in the weeks 
and months to come. In lieu of placing your offering in the 
plate, you can mail your checks to the church at 400 
Moline St. Durham, NC 27707, or donate online using 
this link: https://givingtools.com/give/1182/1995. When 
you fill out the donation form online, indicate that you want 
your donation to go to a specific church and then type St. 
Titus’ in the block that asks for the church name. 
  

St. Titus’ Episcopal Church Financial Report As of March 31, 2020  

  
March 2020 

Actual 
YTD March 2020 

Actual 
2020 Annual 

Budget 
2020 Remaining 

Budget 
Contributions 13276.67        55,004      199,000              143,996  
Non-Operating Income 0.06 12513.63 24300 11786.37 
Total Income 13,276.73 67518.04 223300.00 155781.96 
          
Total Expenses 15,311.04 52662.02 223300.00 170637.98 
Net Income -2,034.31 14856.02  $           -    -14856.02 
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I have been creating original jewelry out of freshwater pearls, semi-precious stones, 
and metal beads for 31 years now. I started creating jewelry after a visit to my native 
country, the Philippines. While I was in the Philippines, I was able to purchase an 
abundance of freshwater pearls at a ridiculously low price. I brought back bagful’s of 
pearls and have been creating ever since. I buy most of my beads from an on-line gem 
wholesaler. I love to create but I do not enjoy selling things. I had to find a way to get 
rid of my creations before I could make more. I give many of them away, and friends 
who visit us at home often leave with a pair of earrings, or perhaps a necklace. I final-

ly realized that I didn’t feel bad about selling my creations if I sell them exclusively for the benefit of church-
es or other nonprofit organizations. Through the years I have sold my jewelry creations for the benefit of 
many different churches. I have also sold them for the benefit of Yokefellows Prison Ministry. And for the 
last two years I have sold my creations for the benefit of the St. Titus’ Episcopal Church Women. In this man-
ner I can indulge myself in purchasing the raw materials for my creations without feeling guilty! I find it espe-
cially rewarding to see people wearing my creations. I love it when someone says to me, “Look, I’m wearing 
your creation!”  I hope those of you who have purchased one of my creations enjoy wearing them as much as 
I enjoy creating them. 

Meet St. Titus’ Artists in Residence 

Althea’s Earth and Sea Creations 
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Meet St. Titus’ Artists in Residence 

 Annette Bailey’s Quilts 
Annette grew up in St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Oxford, NC.  Her mother 
was an excellent seamstress who passed along tips on the importance of one’s 
work being neat and well pressed.  She often said things like, “the ironing is just 
as important as the stitching and a garment needs to look as good on the  inside 
as it does on the outside.”  Annette embraced this concept  when she started sew-
ing during her junior year at North Carolina College at Durham, now (NCCU).  
Annette spent her weekends sewing.  As a result, on Sundays she often had two 
new outfits, one she wore to Church and the other to afternoon dinner in the col-
lege cafeteria.  Over the years, Annette honed her sewing skills and specialized 

in creating formal wear and home décor (window treatments and upholstery).   
 
Although she initially, had no interest in making quilts.  While Annette and her late husband Thomas were on 
their honeymoon, he a quilt enthusiast, took her to an Amish quilt show.  As he enthusiastically admired the 
quilts, he asked Annette if she thought she could make something similar.  Annette responded that she was not 
sure.  What she was really thinking was she had no interest in spending time cutting up fabric into little pieces 
and then sewing them back together.   In that same amount of time she could make several dresses or a set of 
draperies, in her estimation.  Fast forward several years, add a summer visit to see her best friend Clarice, who 
had started quilting, meeting Marjorie Freeman, who had moved to Durham and often shared her  quilt pro-
jects, and the start in 1998 of a group that became the African  American Quilt Circle.  After lots of resistance 
Annette took a Log Cabin Quilt in a Day class. After that she was hooked and the rest is history… 
 
Annette has become known for her very colorful quilts and her style of sharing her love of quilts and quilting 
with others.  She has taught locally and at events held by groups to include the 54-40 African American Quilt-
ers of Hampton, VA and the Storytellers in Cloth retreats whose members gather from all over the US. She 
used her skills to assist in  making the “Soaring on the Legacy Quilt” made for NCCU’S Centennial Celebra-
tion of NCCU and the “Welcoming the World to Christ” quilt made as part of White Rock Baptist Church’s 
150th Anniversary Celebration. 
 

Annette currently serves as president of the African American Quilt Circle of Durham. 

Annette Bailey 
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Her poster “Trust Black Women” was published in Still They Persist/ Protest Art from the 
2017 Women’s Marches 
Her 2 quilts: “Amistad” and “Freedom Riders: Spring and Summer 1961” (part of  the And 
Still We Rise exhibit) were shown at museums in Winchester, VA; Kalamazoo, MI; Lawrence, 
KS; Columbus, GA and Sacramento, CA 
 

Her quilts: “Prince…The Quiet Philanthropist” and “Miles, Monk, Mingus, Montgomery--- Blakey and Coltrane, 
too!” were exhibited in Minneapolis, Minnesota in honor of the musician Prince. 

Meet St. Titus’ Artists in Residence 

Quilts by Marjorie Diggs Freeman 
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Born in Detroit, Michigan, November 29, 1937, where there was an abun-
dance of outlets for artistic endeavors, Marcella Kaye Williams’ mother en-
rolled her in dance classes at the age of seven, mainly because she could 
jitterbug so well with both of her parents. Thus began her life long passion, 
taking dance classes in public school, college and professional dance 
schools. 

In Durham she opened The Studio Dance School in 1968 and taught children 
for 20 years. She designed the present dance studio located in W.D. Hill Rec-
reation Center. In December of 1987, the City of Durham named it the Kaye 
Sullivan Dance Studio in her honor. From 1982-1987 Sullivan was Artist-in-
Residence at NCCU, teaching theater movement and dance to Drama majors, 

and choreographing memorable productions by the Drama Department; Ain’t Misbehavin’, Bubbling Brown Sugar, 
Purlie, Eubie and Androclese and the Lion among them. She also taught little ones at Toddler’s Academy from 1978-
1987. She also choreographed Yeomen of the Guard and The Gondoliers for the Durham Savoyards during this period of 
time. 

In 1988 Sullivan and her husband moved to Hattiesburg, Mississippi where she again opened a dance school and de-
signed a dance studio in a city recreation center. She taught dance to children and adults, as well as founding a theater 
company, HCCA ( Hattiesburg Coalition for Community Arts) using local talent. Relocating to Jackson, Mississippi in 1991, 
she became a Mississippi Arts-in-Education Demonstrator and developed a teaching manual designed for teachers to use 
in unit planning, not to develop artists, but to motivate students. Her concept: “Dance is composed of creative expression, 
mathematic structure, cultural diversity, scientific Kinetic study, historic concept, problem solving, critical thinking, team-
work orientation and personal responsibilities which are essential to academic achievement.” (DXC) Dance Across the 
Curriculum, copyright, August 11, 2006. 

Returning to Durham in 2003, she has been involved with: AKA after school programs, senior health and fitness at CAARE 
Inc., Community Health Coalition, LCHC Walking Club, W.D. Hill seniors, Durham Housing Authority, Durham Silhouettes, 
The Epicureans Club, and the ROSE Performance Group. As a member of St. Titus’ Episcopal Church, in Durham, she 
teaches liturgical dance. 

Meet St. Titus’ Artists in Residence 

Kaye Sullivan Dance Studio 

Recently, Kaye choreographed ending for the Annual Xmas Pageant and conducted sessions at the church health fair. 
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I am a medical oncologist and retired from Duke University in 2015. I primarily treated 
women with breast cancer, but saw a full spectrum of patients. About ten years before 
retiring, I developed an interest in integrative medicine, after which, in addition to providing 
conventional care, I taught patients how to incorporate complementary measures 
(spirituality, nutrition, acupuncture, hypnosis) into their treatment regimens. When there is 
not a pandemic, I lead a monthly nutrition conversation and a head and neck cancer sup-
port group at Caring House, a Duke owned hostel for people with cancer. 

For many years I thought I would enjoy throwing pottery on a wheel and once retired, 
signed up for classes at the Durham Arts Council. It took me a while to learn the basics, 

but it’s been fun. There is always something new to learn to improve your work and great satisfaction in making something 
with your hands. 

 

 

Meet St. Titus’ Artists in Residence 

Sharon Taylor’s Creations 

Happy Mother’s Day to all the mothers on this occasion set aside to celebrate 
your role and influence in the family. My mother taught me more with her prov-
erbs and one-liners than I ever learned with long arguments, and I am ever 
grateful for her impact on my life. 
 
As I reflect on this occasion, I think about the beautiful relationship Jesus had 
with his mother. I find it fascinating that when Jesus was in his final moments of 
his earthly journey providing redemption for the whole world, he paused to 
make sure that someone would take care of his mother. Even in the depths of 
his own pain and agony, Jesus was keenly aware of Mary’s distress and did 

not want her to feel abandoned in that moment, transferring the responsibility of his mother’s well-being to his beloved 
disciple, John. 
 
Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus 
saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” and to 
the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. – John 19:25-27 
 
I thank God for the value he places on motherhood and I pray we will honor the mothers in our lives today and every day. 
For all you mothers, I pray you feel celebrated in a special way and treasured by your Heavenly Father, knowing that your 
sacrificial love and tireless efforts will be rewarded. 
By Ravi Zacharias: https://www.rzim.org/read/rzim-global/a-mothers-day-greeting-and-reflection 
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Names of St. Titus’ 2020 Graduates 
Submitted as of April 30, 2020 
 
1. Genevieve Furges- High School 
2. Jori Wilks –High School 
3. Sky Miller—High School 
4. Rachel Ruff –High School 
5. Keith Bishop, III– High School 
6  . Victoria Quiett– College  
7.   Alice Graham- Grant Duke Divinity School 

Genevieve Furges will at-
tend Hollins University in the 
Fall. Hollins is a Liberal Arts 
Women’s College located in 
Roanoke VA. We are very 
proud of her and excited for 
her to begin this next stage 
in her life. We could have 
never imagined her senior 
year ending this way but we 
are hopeful that all colleges 
and Universities will reopen 
to students in the Fall.  
Robyn and Darryl Furges 
 

It’s that time again. The Parishioner Achievement Planning Group seeks your cooperation in making Parishioner 
Achievement Sunday a glorious occasion! As you know, Parishioner Achievement Sunday is a day of thanksgiving 
for the lives and works of our parishioners. We also recognize and share our special achievements during the past 
year. 

We need news about your special achievements since Achievement Day 2019. You need not be modest. ‘Bragging’ is 
quite appropriate. Let us enjoy sharing the joy of achieving, being recognized or honored for an outstanding act, whatev-
er -- just let us all share in the good news. 

Send your information via email to Mary E. Hawkins—pisces0835@gmail.com. You may also submit typed copies to the 
church office: St. Titus’ Episcopal Church—400 Moline Street– Durham  NC 27707 . If you are a member of St. Titus’ 
and your name is not listed below as a 2020 graduate, below send it to Mary Hawkins.  

Here are some examples of achievements: 
iGraduation-Excellent grade reports 
iPassing to the next grade (State the grade) 
iScholarships, Grants, Fellowships 
iSports honors, Honor Roll, Internship 
iNew position (or promotion, change position 
iSpecial Awards: “Employee of the Week”  
iTransferring to another school, local or out of town 
iTravel-an important or especially enjoyable or enlightening tour 
iWhat’s new in your life giving you pleasure i.e.  
iAcquiring a new home, New baby, New Grand Baby, Marriage 
iRetirement, Special Awards 
iAny other happening/event within the past 3-4 years, that has not been 
reported to our church family 

If you are a St. 
Titus’ Member, 
make certain 
your name is 
listed above. 
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MUSIC NOTES 

If asked, I believe most people would say that their favorite 
book in the Bible is the Book of Psalms.  For centuries, the 
beautiful poetry of the psalms has expressed a wide range 
of human emotions and has provided comfort and encour-
agement for our earthly journey. 
 
The Book of Psalms, or Psalter, is not merely a collection of 
150 poems—it is a collection of spiritual songs.  Indeed, the 
Psalms were meant to be sung!  The Psalter is considered a 
“Jewish hymnal” contained within the Hebrew Scriptures, 
and Psalm-singing has been a part of Judeo-Christian wor-
ship for centuries. 
 
In fact, the word “Psalm” is derived from the Greek 
word psalmoi, meaning "instrumental music."  Some psalms 
contain headings which denote the musical instruments on 
which the psalm should be played, while other headings list 
the name of ancient musical modes to be used.  

There are two forms of Psalm-singing commonly used in 
Episcopal churches today:  Plainchant and Anglican Chant.  
Plainchant developed during the earliest centuries of Christi-
anity, possibly influenced by the music of the Jewish syna-
gogue and by the Greek musical modal system.  Plainchant 
is usually sung (chanted) unaccompanied using a unison 
melody.  Anglican chant grew out of the plainchant tradition 
and can be sung in four parts with accompaniment.  Both 
Plainchant and Anglican chant are chanted on a single 
“reciting note,” enabling the singer(s) to match the natural 
rhythm of the words of the psalm as they would be spoken. 
 
Chanted Psalms are sung prayers, and the service of Morn-
ing Prayer provides a wonderful opportunity for us to en-
gage this ancient liturgical practice.  It is my sincere hope 
that during this time of isolation and uncertainly, the simplici-
ty of a plainchant melody might enable us to hear the 
Psalms with fresh ears and pray them with open hearts. 

Chanting the Psalms 
Susan Stedman, Music Director/ Organist  

 Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s Word to 
the Church: What Would Love Do? 
 Episcopal Church Office of Public Affairs Posted April 29, 2020 

As our seasons of  life in the COVID-19 world continue to turn, 
we are called to continue to be creative, to risk, to love.  We are 
called to ask, What would unselfish, sacrificial love do? 
 
What would love do?  Love is the community praying together, 
in ways old and new.  Love finds a path in this new normal to 
build church communities around being in relationship with 
God.  Love supports Christians in spiritual practices. Prayer, 
meditation, study. Turn, Learn, Pray, Worship, Bless, Go, Rest. 
 
What would love do?  Love calls us to care for our neighbors, 
for our enemies.  Love calls us to attend to those in prison, to 
those who are homeless, to those in poverty, to children, to immi-
grants and refugees.  Love calls us to be in relationship with 
those with whom we disagree. 
 
What would love do?  Love calls us to be gentle with ourselves, 
to forgive our own mistakes, to take seriously the Sabbath. 
 Love calls us to be in love with God, to cultivate a loving relation-
ship with God, to spend time with God, to be still and know that 
God is God. 

Jesus says, Simon, son of John, do you love me? 
Jesus says, Michael, son of Dorothy and Kenneth, do you love 
me?  
Jesus says, Do you love me? 
Jesus says, Follow me, and take the risk to live the question,  
 
What would love do? 
This, my friends, is God’s rubric of love.   
This, my friends, is God’s very way of life. 
 
In our joys and in our sorrows, 
days of toil and hours of ease, 
still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 
“Christian, love me more than these.” 
Jesus calls us! By thy mercies, 
Savior, may we hear thy call, 
give our hearts to thine obedience, 
serve and love thee best of all. 
God love you. God bless you.  
And may God hold us all in those almighty hands of love. 
Amen. 
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Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Greetings to our CGS children and parents. If we were meeting during 
the month of May, these are the three important events we would be 
working on and celebrating: Rogation Sunday, Jesus’ Ascension, and 
Pentecost.  
 
The following is a summary of each occasion beginning with Rogation 
Sunday, which occurs on  May 17. Typically, Rogation Sunday in the 

Episcopal Church emphasizes the beauty of plants, flowers, water, soil…. anything relating to the good earth. It is traditional meaning 
is the 3 days of prayers beseeching/asking God for different blessings before Jesus’ Ascension, to be celebrated this year on May 
21. A reading of the moral parable of The Sower (Matthew 12: 3b-8) would be a worthy message to hear plus remembering the moral 
maxim: “Ask and it shall be given to you…”. Follow this reading with a conversation with your parents about what it means for us to 
be “good soil” and what we need to ask God for in order to be this “good soil.” An activity might be to make a collage or montage of 
pictures/drawings of what it means to be “good soil” in the Church and the world. Conclude your work about Rogation Sunday with a 
prayer: “God you have given us so many gifts. We ask that you nourish, protect, and bless all these gifts of Creation. With 
your loving kindness, please help us to be your “Good Soil”, where your many seeds will grow and be fruitful. In the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.” 
 
Scripture readings about Jesus’ Ascension: Luke 24: 44-53 and Mark 16: 19-20. There are beautiful pictures of the Ascension on 
the internet, which might inspire you to draw your own picture of Jesus ascending into heaven. 
 
Pentecost is being celebrated this year on May 31. Your family could have your own celebration of The Feast of the Holy Spirit 
and enjoy having a birthday party for the Church. Begin by singing some of your favorite CGS songs or hymns and have your 
Pentecost articles ready for proclaiming the Day of Pentecost. Your articles would include a prayer table with a red prayer cloth, a 
Paschal candle, 7 red candles in holders, gift name cards, and small candles for each person. The following is an example of a Pen-
tecost celebration: 
A Proclamation: Jesus died and is risen! (light Paschal candle)  
Song: Response: “Alleluia” 
Reader: Before He died and was risen, He promised to send the Holy Spirit . Read John 16: 5-7 
Reader: After his Resurrection, Jesus told the disciples to WAIT for the “power from on high” in Jerusalem. Read: Luke 24: 49 
Reader: Forty days after his Resurrection, Jesus ascended (was lifted up) to the Father.  
 
Fifty days after his Resurrection, the Day of Pentecost came. Read: Acts 2: 1-4 
A Proclamation: Isaiah 11:2 “These are the gifts of the Holy Spirit.” 
(As each gift is named, light a red candle, and place name card in front of or by the red candle.) 
The gift of WISDOM: to discover the way to fulfill God’s will. 
The gift of UNDERSTANDING: to know clearly God’s ways and follow God. 
The gift of COUNSEL: to find or give comfort in God’s Word. 
The gift of FORTITUDE/STRENGTH: to provide courage and strength to do God’s will. 
The gift of KNOWLEDGE: to discover the will of God and to know God as our best friend. 
The gift of FEAR of God: to inspire respect, love and awe of God’s greatness and to recognize our smallness. 
The gift of PIETY/DEVOTION: to love God with all our heart, mind, and soul with delight and joy and to create a reverence for all of 

God’s Creation. 
Reader: “Jesus says that we can ask for and receive these gifts. “Read: John 16: 23-24 
 
 Lighting of individual candles: Invite each person to ask for a gift from Holy Spirit by lighting a candle from the “red gift Candle” 
they choose. Invite all to pray for each one to receive his/her Pentecost gift. (This is done in silence.) 
Leader: As each person comes to receive his/her gift, pray: “Come Holy Spirit, give  (name) so he/she may receive  (name and 
define the gift chosen).  We ask Holy Spirit to fill us with each gift that we need.” 
Closing Prayer & Song: “Our Father” and “Holy Spirit, Come” (or another appropriate song for Pentecost.) 
 
I do hope that your May is filled with joy and celebration for all the wonderful gifts given to us from God as Creator, Jesus 
the Good Shepherd, and Holy Spirit.  
Donna Smith, Catechist 


