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 Update Message 

 from the Rector 

Friends,  
A lot has been happening at St. Titus’. Even with our doors closed we’ve been busy being the church. Let me bring you up 
to date on some things that are going on.  

 Per instructions from our bishops, the earliest that we 
could re-open for in person worship would be July 1. It’s pos-
sible that the date could be pushed back, making it even 

longer until we could return.  

 We are required by the Diocese to have a re-opening 
plan in place by June 15. Your vestry is working on the plan. 
The plan would take into account things like the need for 
social distancing during a service; ways to stay within the 25
-person limit for indoor gatherings and 35 persons for out-
door services; and the need to disinfect the building between 

uses. We will share the plan with you once it’s completed. 

 Even after we open we will continue to offer online ser-
vices for the foreseeable future. We are grateful for the tech-
nology that allows us to stay connected with those who can-

not come to the church.  

 You have been hearing about the Re-imagining Curacies 
Project for some time now. The three curates have been 
chosen. Our new curate will start Monday, June 1. His 
name is Philip Zoutendam. Philip graduated in May with an 
M.Div. from Duke Divinity School. He’s written a letter intro-
ducing himself which you will find elsewhere in this newslet-
ter. Philip will be ordained as a deacon on Saturday, June 6, 
at 11:00 am at St. Paul’s in Winston Salem. Because of the 
shutdown, in person attendance at the ordination is limited. 
You are invited to view the live-streamed service here: 
https://www.facebook.com/EpiscopalDiocseNC/   
You will be hearing more about ways to welcome Philip in 

the coming weeks.   

 Alice Graham Grant will be participating in a Clinical Pas-
toral Education (CPE) course this summer. As part of the 
course she will be doing an internship at St. Titus’. Alice will 
be helping with pastoral care for parishioners as well as for 
the community. Please see an update from Alice elsewhere 

in this newsletter.  

  

 The committee leading the effort to discern new vision 
and mission statements for St. Titus’ is back up and running. 
More information on this effort is found elsewhere in this 
newsletter. There will be lots of opportunities for you to 
share your input in this process. Please be on the lookout for 

an initial survey. 

 We continue to offer services on Sunday at 10:00 am and 
Wednesdays at 6:00 pm. You are invited to join us for 
“coffee hour” on Thursdays at 5:30 pm. All events can be 
accessed via Zoom. The services can also be accessed 

through Facebook.  

To access the service through Facebook, CLICK 
HERE.  You can access the order of service if you Click 
Here. You do not have to be a Facebook user to access the 
service through Facebook. Please note: Both Zoom and 
Facebook sometimes fail. If we have problems during the 

service we will try to get back online quickly. 

 One last thing. I know there are still a lot of unanswered 
questions. I will hold a Town Hall Meeting on Sunday, June 
7 at 4:00 pm through Zoom. This will mainly be a time for 
you to ask questions that I will try to answer. I am not includ-
ing the access information here because this newsletter is 
on our website and is distributed widely. I am trying to avoid 
having the meeting interrupted by Zoom bombers. If you are 
on the St. Titus’ email distribution list you will receive the 
access information by email. If you are not on the list let me 

know and I’ll get the information to you.  

  You can reach me at 

 st.titusvicar@gmail.com or 410-971-8111. 

  Stay well, friends. I hope to see you soon. 

  

Stephanie + 

  

https://www.facebook.com/EpiscopalDioceseNC/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/St-Titus-Episcopal-Church-Durham-139390652796392/videos/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/St-Titus-Episcopal-Church-Durham-139390652796392/videos/?ref=page_internal
https://sttitusdurham.dionc.org/Resources/service-leaflets.html
https://sttitusdurham.dionc.org/Resources/service-leaflets.html
mailto:st.titusvicar@gmail.com
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A Time of Challenge and Change  

 Plan for Churches during a Pandemic –Excerpts 

From the Bishops 
Grace and peace, dear people of God, as we enter a new stage of our life together in 
response to the coronavirus and in the context of the new life that is promised to us in 
the resurrection of Jesus. To paraphrase the words of St. Paul: Now may our God and 
Father, and the Lord Jesus, direct our way.... And may the Lord make us increase and 

abound in love for one an- other and for all. I Thess. 3:12 

  

First, a word of thanks for your faithfulness, creativity, ingenuity, resilience, mutual support and un- wavering commitment to the Good 
News of the Gospel and to living into the promise of Becoming Beloved Community. The past nine weeks have shown clearly the 
ways the spirit is moving among us and through us as we continue to serve our churches, our communities and our neighbors as part 

of God’s mission. 

 The next few months may be the most challenging yet. To help us prepare and plan for the next stages of our life together, a team of 
16 people from across the Diocese, along with your bishops and diocesan staff, have explored five areas of our common life as we 

ready ourselves for a return to public worship in our buildings. 

 This return will take place in stages guided by directives from federal, state and local authorities and roughly will mirror the phases of 
the state’s movement, based on public health indicators. However, the special quality of our life together means our work and ministry 
is guided also by our gospel values and our pastoral sensibilities, our firm faith in God’s abiding presence with us and our care for the 
most vulnerable among us. At times, the choices and decisions we make for the Diocese may differ from governmental directives. We 

will be clear about when and why this is the case. 

 We have consulted with the other bishops in North Carolina and agree that each diocesan context is a bit different, and so our guide-

lines and directives are focused within our respective dioceses. 

 It is with all this in mind we now present the following directives in these five areas: 

· Worship/Sunday Mornings/Formation 
· Pastoral Offices and Visits (including baptisms, weddings, ministry at the time of death and funerals) 
· Direct Services and Outside Groups 
· Protection/Prevention/Equipment/Cleaning Practices 
· Advocacy 
 As we take these next steps together, we recognize, like the travelers on the Emmaus road, that Jesus is journeying with us. We hear 
the voice of our Good Shepherd guiding us along our path and leading us to signs of hope. We hear the invitation to cast our nets, 
again, on the other side of the boat. We know the promise of the Holy Spirit to both comfort us and to set our hearts on fire with the 

love that transforms us and equips us for the next stages of our journey. 

The Right Reverend Sam Rodman The Right Reverend Anne Hodges-Copple Bishop, 

Diocese of North Carolina Bishop Suffragan, Diocese of North Carolina 

By the Grace of God and with the consent of the people, The Right Reverend Anne E. Hodges-Copple Bishop Suffragan 

of North Carolina will ordain Matthew John Addington and Andrew Joseph Ancona and, on behalf of  The Rt. 

Rev. Whayne M. Hougland, Jr., Bishop of Western Michigan, Philip Matthew Zoutendam to the Sacred Order of 

Deacons in Christ’s One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, Saturday, the sixth of June, two thousand and twenty at 

eleven o’clock in the morning at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 

 

You are cordially invited to view the livestream broadcast of the ordination via the Facebook page of the Diocese of North 

Carolina at  https://www.facebook.com/EpiscopalDioceseNC/  

https://www.facebook.com/EpiscopalDioceseNC/
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Althea Alton, 

Senior Warden Althea Alton, 

Senior Warden 

  
  

   Meeting was held  
   via Zoom 

Attendance: 
Althea Alton, Senior Warden 
Diane Hundley 
Lorie-Ann Lee-Carter, Clerk 

Meisha Davis  
Preston Edwards 
Lionell Parker, Junior Warden 
Marguerite Peebles,  
Deacon Sarah Woodard  
Rev. Stephanie Yancy 
Treasurer: Deborah Debourg-Brown 
Guest: Chair of Finance Committee, Lew Myers 
  
Opening 
Rev. Yancy opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 
Treasurer’s Report-Deborah D. Brown 
Deborah reviewed the March financial statements.  
The report was accepted as presented. 
 
Rector’s Report-Rev. Stephanie Yancy 
• Rev. Yancy thanked everyone for doing their part to insure 
that the congregation stay connected during this pandemic 
by checking in with their buddy groups regularly. 
 
• Rev. Yancy has also been making calls, sending emails, 
and writing letters to parishioners. 
 
• There was discussion of the need to look at ways to sup-
port broadcasting the service such as by purchasing the 
appropriate video/audio equipment, learning how to use 
Zoom to livestream our services, and taking a multidimen-
sional approach. There are people in the parish who have 
expertise in this area. 
 
• It was suggested that we set up a technology committee 
to address this issue. 
 
• Our Parish Administrator, Monnie, is working regular 
hours, 15 hours/week. Our website is hosted by the Diocese 
and they are moving their website to a different host. In or-
der to save money we will needed to move our website to 
their new host. Monnie is in the process of moving the web-
site. 
  
 

Deacon’s Report-The Rev. Sarah Woodard 
• El Buen Pastor Food  Ministry – St. Titus’ parishioners 
volunteered twice last month in two of the largest food 
drives thus far. Three trucks loaded with food were sorted 
and distributed to over 300 people. 
 
• Campus and Young Adult Ministry (CCYAM) – On April 
22,  Rev. Sarah attended a Zoom CCYAM meeting with 
Bishop Anne Hodges-Copple and many Campus Ministers 
from around our Diocese. There was discussion about intro-
ducing NCCU students to the Johnson Service Corps pro-
gram. 
 
Senior Warden’s Report-The Rev. Althea Alton 
• Althea represents our Vestry at the Bishop’s Zoom Meet-
ings with Clergy and Lay Leaders. The meetings are every 
Tuesday and Thursday and are designed to be a source of 
support and sharing of insights during this pandemic. 
 
• We received positive feedback on the Vestry Meeting 
Highlights and the Vestry letter to the congregation that 
were in the April Titusian. We will continue the practice of 
including Vestry Meeting Highlights in each month’s Ti-
tusian. 
Junior Warden’s Report-Lionell Parker 
• He presented photos of things in the church that are in 
need of repair. It was requested that he get quotes for all of 
the repair needs so that the vestry can put the items in order 
of priority.  
• There was discussion of the proposal from Squeaky Clean 
to do a deep cleaning of the church while the building is not 
in use. 
Finance Committee– Lew Myers 
• Lew Myers discussed the Evoke proposal regarding the 
feasibility of enlarging the church. The cost for the proposed 
study is $24,000. There was discussion of delaying the con-
sideration of the feasibility study for a few months due to 
COVID-19.  
• A motion was passed to table the consideration of the 
study until the July meeting. 
  
There was a request to reformulate the bylaws committee 
since we are now a parish.  Membership should be made up 
of vestry members and non-vestry members.   
Adjournment 
• Deacon Sarah said the closing prayer.   
• The meeting was adjourned at 1:42PM.  
  

Althea Alton, 
Senior Warden 

Highlights of the April 2020 Vestry Meeting 
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Discerning a New Vision & Mission 

Dear St. Titus’ Family, 

Last summer, the St. Titus’ Vestry began a process of renewing our sense of vision and mission. A draft vision statement was pre-
pared and the current mission statement, adopted in 2010, was reviwed to consider how we might align our common worship and 

discipleship with the way God is speaking to us now. 

Draft Vision Statement-Drafted July 2019. 

“Generations of Christian disciples growing in faith and working together with neighbors near and far in beloved community.”  

Current Mission Statement -Adopted February 2010. 

"St. Titus' Episcopal Church is a vibrant, welcoming, historic, predominantly Black parish which through Divine Guidance serves 
God and community by opening doors, ears, eyes and hearts as we minister to all people." Soon after sharing the draft with the 
broader congregation, the vestry realized that our process was not sufficient for building a collective sense of ownership and 

identity. Wanting everyone to have an opportunity to contribute, they spent some time devising a plan.  

This past February, the Vestry appointed a Vision & Mission Committee to engage both parishioners and Durham community mem-

bers in reimagining the following: 

Vision Statement  

• A way the world might be 

• A world in which we would like to live 

• The way God might envision the world  

• What we see, through God’s eyes, as the ongoing impact of St. 
Titus’ common worship, ministry  and discipleship 

• A vision is possible with God’s help. It is not possible without it. 
 
 

Mission Statement 

• How will our common worship and discipleship bring our vision 
to fruition? 

• Our part of realizing the vision 

• Takes into account the culture and environment in which the 
congregation lives 

• Takes into account the gifts and resources of the congregation 

• Work we have the capacity to do and commit to doing which 
moves toward realizing the vision 

Guiding Principles, Values, and Commitments 

• What values, principles and commitments will guide and ground our common worship and discipleship? 

 

The six member committee (including Reverend Stephanie Yancy, Deacon Sarah Woodard, Marguerite Peebles, Mary Hawkins, The 
Rev. Greg Jacobs, and Brandon Williams) had planned to start its work in March but had to delay due to the onset of the coronavirus 
pandemic. By God’s grace they reorganized and kicked things off with a visioning retreat on May 15-16. Over the next month, they 
will begin reaching out to members of the congregation and community to engage in the process. In order to make sure that we con-
nect and communicate with as many people as possible the  St. Titus’ Vision and Mission Committee is asking our church community 
to share with us all of the ways that you communicate access information. If you are  receiving this newsletter via email, please click 

on the following link and complete our  St. Titus’ Communication Platforms Poll. https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TKNKJG5  

If you are receiving this newsletter in the mail, please complete the poll on the enclosed, pre-stamped postcard and return to the  

church. The deadline to submit responses is Friday, June 12th. Thank you for your participation! 

            

Williams Jacobs Peebles Yancy Hawkins Woodard 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TKNKJG5
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New Beginnings Newsletter Editor’s note:  With the pandemic upon us, the April Board meeting was cancelled. Since 
then, we are learning a new Zoom way to meet.  Our work continues, and with your support, and an additional $5,000, we 
may be ready to open our doors in September. This newsletter is dedicated to the healing power that is still working and 
motivating our efforts even as we adapt to the new reality of our ever-changing world. We invite you to join our efforts. 
 
What follows is a story of that hope and healing. Through the efforts of David Stanford, Sen. Mike Woodard (both 
of St. Titus’ Episcopal Church), and others, William Ingram was released to home confinement for the duration of 
his term. While he has supportive housing through his wife, 2 others released with him had no housing open to 
them upon release. These are the ones for whom our efforts are so important. Here are his comments: 

A Word From the Inside From William Ingram: 

I was released on April 25 th from the Orange Correctional 
Center, in Hillsborough, N.C. I am profoundly grateful to 
have the opportunity to share with you my experience of 
having to live in an environment where social distancing 

was utterly impossible. 

Each day was filled with paranoia and anxiety, praying the 
virus would not infiltrate our camp. We were daily hoping 
Administration would keep us safe, even after hearing about 
the outbreak in other prisons throughout the U.S. - waking 
up each morning not knowing what to expect, hoping that 
there would be a breakthrough or word of a vaccine, won-
dering when the Department of Corrections would step in to 
prevent an outbreak at our facility. One could not help but to 
worry about this after witnessing via newscast the havoc it 
is wreaking upon various communities and environments 
like my own. It made for an incredibly stressful situation. 
Even though the staff did everything they could do, it still 
was not enough. You could only imagine how I felt that af-
ternoon when they called me to the programmer’s office. I 
was told that ‘you need to go pack your items because you 
are about to go home’. I was elated, overflowing with joy, 

grateful to God for answering my prayers. 

I am truly blessed to have had a place to go home to upon 
my release - unlike some others who were released with me 
that had nowhere to go. The release was unexpected, so for 
two other guys emergency housing was necessary. That is 
one of the reasons I am attempting to continue my journey 
to become a peer support specialist, as well as a reentry 
coordinator. I want to help assist in justice involved individu-

als in transition from incarceration back into society. 

As I witnessed the programmers attempting to find housing 
for the two men, obstacles continued to rear their ugly head. 
There was a shortage of bed space, and due to some 
crimes housing was not available. And because of short 
notice they could not be placed at the moment. I could only 
imagine how they felt . Fortunately, after several attempts 
they were placed. That is why I feel that reentry housing 
and placement such as the Reentry House Plus is espe-
cially important. Housing for justice involved individuals is 
greatly needed - not only for men but for women as well. I 
look forward to being a part of the Reentry House 
Plus process and its success, especially since it will be in 
the Orange County area where these other two individuals 
who were released with me are from. When one is released 
from incarceration, there are four things that are necessary: 

food, transportation, clothing and finally shelter.  

When Reentry House Plus is finally up and running, that 
will be one less worry men from Orange County Correction-

al Facility will have to worry about. 

A heavy weight has been lifted from my shoulders since my 
release. At home I have a better chance to comply with so-
cial distancing. It has relieved me of a lot of the stress, as 
well as, allowing others the privilege of complying to the 
social distance requirements on the inside. Just the concern 
of wondering if and when will this virus start its rampage 
where I lay my head is a great gift. Glory be to God for his 

favor and saving hand. 
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I graduated from Duke Divinity School on May 10th with my Master’s in Divinity. God willing, my ex-
pected ordination to the transitional diaconate is spring 2021. Before then I will need to pass the Gen-
eral Ordination Exams and complete Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE). I will spend this summer in 
CPE, an eleven-week intensive course on pastoral care. CPE is an important part of my leadership and 

pastoral formation, and a requirement for ordination in the Diocese of North Carolina. 

Our Intern’s Journey to Ordination 

Alice Grant Graham 

,I will be visiting with patients, families and staff at UNC-
Hillsborough and completing coursework with a peer group of 
seminarians. Some of the visits with hospital patients will be 
conducted virtually. I will be physically present in the hospital for 
patient visits Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays each week 
from 8 AM to 5 PM. As of now, UNC-Hillsborough is a COVID 
testing site but patients being treated for COVID are being trans-

ferred to the UNC’s main hospital in Chapel Hill. 

The CPE program includes a site placement outside the hospi-
tal. Historically, the CPE community site placement is at a retire-
ment community such as Croasdaile Village. Not surprisingly, 

this year looks a little different.  

My CPE site placement will be doing pastoral work with and on 

behalf of St. Titus’.  

 My work with St. Titus’ will include pastoral care with our own 
parishioners as well as addressing pastoral needs of the neigh-
borhood. My work will focus on family well-being, promoting con-
nectivity through fellowship and prayer, and on food ministries. I 
will be available over the phone for a set time every week for 

healing prayer with members of St. Titus’.  

 It is a privilege and joy to be serving God during this time. You 

are all in my prayers, and I ask you keep me in yours, too.  

  

Meet Our New Curate 

Philip Zoutendam 
Dear people of St. Titus’, 

 Hello! My name is Philip Zoutendam, and I am delighted to 

be the first curate serving at St. Titus through the new 
Reimagining Curacies initiative. My first day on the job is 
June 1, and I’ll be here for the next year. If that sounds like 
an insanely short amount of time, well, it is! But I think it’s 
long enough for us (with God’s help) to cook up some good 

things together, and I look forward to getting to work. 

 Here’s a little bit about me: I’m a 2020 graduate of Duke 
Divinity School, so I’ve lived here in Durham for a few years 
already. I moved here from Grand Rapids, Michigan, with 
my wife Erin, who is currently a PhD student in church histo-
ry at Duke. Before I came to Div School, I worked in publish-
ing and also spent a few years with the local Habitat for Hu-
manity affiliate in Grand Rapids; and before all that, I was a 

middle and high school English teacher in Phoenix, Arizona.  

   

 

One of the things that 
sparked my calling 
ordained ministry was 
my experience with 
prison and re-entry ministries. In the Triangle I’ve been an 
active volunteer with Yokefellows at the Orange County Cor-
rectional Center in Hillsborough, where I also spent a sum-
mer as the chaplain intern. Some other things I love: bird-
watching, fly fishing, traveling with Erin—last year we were 
fortunate to spend the summer in Strasbourg, France, 
where I interned at St. Alban’s Anglican Church—and finally, 

our large, lazy cat Remy. 

 I can’t wait to meet all of you, virtually at first, and hopefully 
very soon in person. I’m already praying for you. I hope 

you’ll pray for me too. Thanks for having me! 
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MUSIC NOTES 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Susan Stedman, Music Director/ Organist  
A part of our worship at St. Titus’ that I’m guessing many of 
us miss during our time of “COVID distancing” is the singing 
of Albert Malotte’s setting of “The Lord’s Prayer.”  He  com-
posed the music in 1935, it immediately became popular, 
and is continued to be sung by soloists and choirs in 

churches and concert halls around the world.   

Albert Hay Malotte (1895 – 1964), American pianist, organ-
ist, composer and educator, began his musical career as a 
choir boy at Saint James Episcopal Church in Philadelphia.  
He later studied music with American operetta composer 
Victor Herbert and with French organist Georges Jacob. He 
began his career as an organist in Chicago where he played 
for silent pictures, and he later concertized throughout the 

US and Europe. 

During World War II, Malotte held the rank of Captain in the 
Special Services as he toured with the USO entertaining 
troops in New Guina,  Australia and Europe. After the war, 
he spent most of his career as a composer in Hollywood 
where he wrote a number of film scores, including music 

for animations from the Disney studios.  

 Most of us would agree that Malotte’s lasting musical gift to 
the world, however, is his setting of “The Lord’s Prayer.”  It 
is a setting so well known that it is often the first—if not the 
only—music associated with the words of the prayer.  For 
us at St. Titus’, it is a setting so beloved that it encourages 
us to join hands as a community of faith, lift our voices in 
song, and perhaps allow our spirits to pray even more deep-

ly the words our Savior Christ taught us to pray.  

UTO is being affected by this pandemic, and the UTO Board and 
staff are planning for the long recovery period to come. First, 
many of you have expressed concern about collecting the Spring 
Ingathering when churches are not meeting in person, and there 
are many ways to give to UTO that do not involve gathering at 
church. Everyone is encouraged to send their Spring Ingathering 
using one of the following methods: To give via your phone, 
simply text: INGATHER to 41444 
Give online at https://unitedthankoffering.com/give/ 
 
 Mail a check, made payable to  
Episcopal Church Women-UTO | c/o Mary E. Hawkins  
1805 Primrose Place  | Durham  NC  27707 
Memo line-Name of parish +City of parish  (Example-St. 
Luke's-Durham) 
 
And please remember that UTO is about gratitude first, money 
second. Encourage people to practice gratitude and place mone-
tary offerings into their Blue Boxes if they can, but if they can’t 
give money, encourage them to write notes of thanks for their 
blessings and put those into their Blue Boxes. They can later 
read all of those notes, remember their blessings, and give 
thanks again, either with simply a prayer or with a monetary offer-
ing. First and foremost, practice gratitude, which will help us and 

our loved ones get through this difficult time. 

Second, the UTO Board plans to change the focus for the next 
round of grants to center around recovery efforts from the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. We also thought you would want to 
know that UTO will be there to help with the spiritual and eco-
nomic recovery process. We plan to return to the important crea-
tion care focus in 2022, so just put those grant ideas on hold for 

now.  

 As always, the UTO Board gives thanks every day for all those 
who participate in the United Thank Offering by practicing grati-
tude – noticing the blessings in their lives, giving thanks for those 
blessings, and making an offering to share their blessings. And 
gratitude is even more important than usual during these difficult 
times because it helps with emotional health and resilience. Prac-
ticing gratitude is like staying home to protect yourself and others 
from COVID-19 – it’s good for you and good for everyone around 

you. Stay safe, stay well, and stay grateful. 

  

Sherri Dietrich, President,  

United Thanks Offering Board– May 4, 2020 

  

Outpourings and In-gatherings for 2020 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._James_Episcopal_Church,_Philadelphia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Guinea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Film_scores
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Animation
http://www.bit.ly/LordsPrayerPiano
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Honoring Our 

Graduates 

St. Titus’ awards each 

High School Graduate a 

$500 Scholarship and 

a personal Bible. 
  

Keith Bishop, III 
Voyager Academy 
Will attend Durham Tech, transfer to 
a 4-year HBCU 
Parent– Keith Bishop, Esq.

Genevieve Furges 
Jordan High School  
Will attend Hollins University  
Parents: Darryl and Robyn Furges  

Sky Miller 
Durham School of the Arts 
Will attend  Northwestern University 
on athletic scholarship for fencing.  
Parents: Paul and Vickie Miller 
 

Rachael Ruff 
Jordan High School and Durham Tech 
with Associate Degree 
Will Transfer to a 4-year university 
Parents: Jamel and & Dell Ruff 

Jori Wilks 
Jordan High School 
Will attend Queens Univ. Charlotte 
with full basketball scholarship 
Parents: Brian and Lisa Wilks 

Alice Grant Graham 
Duke Divinity School 
Master of Divinity 
Expected ordination to the Transitional 
Diaconate - Spring 2020 

Victoria Quiett 
UNC-Chapel Hill 
BS Degree Political Science & Economics 
Parents: Vincent and Valerie Quiett 

Honoring Our 

Graduates 

Traditionally, St. Titus’ 

awards each Bachelor’s 

Degree Graduate a  

commemorative cross. 
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 St. Titus’ Centenarian Member Profile 
The Life and Times of Annie M. Wharton Bridges submitted by Sheila Bridges Bond 

I  was born in Winston Salem NC, January 21, 1917 to Annie Melissa Harris Wharton and 
Fletcher Decatur (F.D.) Wharton. My mother had finished Barber-Scotia College in Concord, 
NC and had completed her education in home economics at NC A&T State University after 
the school became accredited and began accepting women students. She was among the first 
women to graduate from NC A&T State University.  It was while at A&T that she met my fa-
ther, an instructor there at the time. They married soon after her graduation.  After teaching at 
A&T for four years, my father resigned to accept a teaching position at Winston Salem State 
University.  He had been teaching there two years when I was born. Two years later, my 
brother was born.   

 

Our young family left NC where our parents accepted new 
teaching opportunities in Arkansas. We visited interesting 
and historical sites in the area and surrounding states. After 
a few years in Arkansas, my father accepted a position at an 
integrated private institution in Kentucky. While in Kentucky I 
enjoyed attending horse races, the Blue Grass Festival, and 
other events in surrounding states with my family.  It was 

while living in Louisville that my baby sister was born. 

 After the family left Kentucky, we moved to three different 
cities in Oklahoma. I attended a private junior high boarding 
school in Ardmore. I completed high school in Muskogee 
where I was a member of the art, drama, and glee clubs, and 
played on the varsity basketball team. I completed my first 
year in college at Langston University in Langston, Oklaho-

ma before moving with my family back to North Carolina. 

During our growing up years my father, an avid tennis play-
er, taught all of us to become good tennis players, while my 

mother made sure we played the piano well. 

My experiences in Oklahoma were wide and varied. I toured 
and attended many activities at the Cherokee Indian Reser-
vation, rodeos where cowboys and ranch hands performed, 
observed herds of buffalo driven by cowboys through desig-
nated city streets, also herds of cattle guided by two dogs 
and one ranch hand. Frightening experiences were having to 
run for safety to underground shelters for protection from the 
many tornadoes Oklahoma is known to have, keeping watch 
for rattlesnakes as we walked on trails, and staying away 

from the beautiful tarantulas that seemed to be everywhere.   

Although unusual to me, no one appeared to notice the 
many oil wells pumping away everywhere, including one on 
the State Capital grounds in Oklahoma City!  Many people 
became very wealthy overnight when oil was found on their 
property.  In fact, I had a few school mates, whose parents 

were millionaires and multimillionaires.  

It was there in 
Oklahoma that I 
learned to ride 
horses. I thor-
oughly enjoyed 
my years there: 
the landscape, 
events and op-
portunities 
unique to the 

state.   

 After leaving 
Oklahoma and 
returning to NC,  
I enrolled in my 
parent’s alma 
mater, NC A&T State University, following in my father’s 
footsteps in education and my mother’s major in home eco-
nomics for my B.S. degree.  While at A&T, I participated in 
stage performances, sang in the college choir and the a’ca-
pella chorus. I later enrolled at Ohio State University to pur-
sue a M.A. in home economics. 
  



 

  The Titusian News Digest of St. Titus’ Episcopal Church—June, 2020                                                                      11 

I began my teaching 

career in NC. My first 

year of teaching was in 

Lumberton, NC and 

later in Zebulon where I 

trained student teachers 

for most of the Home 

Economic programs at 

colleges and universi-

ties throughout the 

state. Yearly, the NC 

State Department of 

Public Education includ-

ed a few of my students’ projects in their annual report to the US 

Department of Education in Washington DC. I received many 

honors and was listed as one of NC’s top teachers. Later, I was 

selected to serve on the NC State Advisory Council in Home 

Economics.   

It was also while teaching in Zebulon that I met my future hus-

band, a career soldier and pilot from Durham. We married and 

after my second child was born, we moved to Silver Spring, MD. 

The family joined him when he received orders to spend 3 years 

in Germany. We had varied experiences there and the oppor-

tunity to visit other European countries.  When we returned to 

the states we moved to Massachusetts where my husband was 

stationed at Ft. Devens, 35 miles outside of Boston 

I resumed my career teaching there in the high school while my 

daughters completed high school and later went away to col-

lege.  In high school my older daughter, Annita, sang in the 

a’cappella choir, was active in other student activities, and co-

founded the African American Culture Club. My younger daugh-

ter Sheila played the clarinet in the school’s band and was active 

in other student activities and clubs. I became a participating 

member of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church.  

My older daughter entered Howard University and earned a law 

degree from Georgetown University. She became Assistant Dis-

trict Attorney in Denver, CO. At Howard University she met her 

future husband who went to his father’s alma mater. He later 

went to Harvard University, Cambridge, MA and completed his 

law degree. He returned to his home state of Oklahoma and 

established a law firm. The younger daughter went to University 

of Massachusetts, in Amherst, obtained a graduate degree from 

Bowling Green State University and completed her Ph.D. in 

Speech-Language Pathology at Michigan State University. She 

later taught at Jackson State University, Mississippi, University 

of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, and North 

Carolina Central University in Durham. 

After my husband retired from military service, he resumed his 

business career and served on the board of the local bank. We 

built our home in Ayer, where we resided for 17 years. 

In 1986, my husband sold his business in Ayer. We were both 

retired and decided to move back to our home state of NC 

where we built a home in Durham. After moving to Durham, I 

became a member of St. Titus’ Episcopal Church where I have 

remained a member for the past 33 years. I served for many 

years on the AIDS Care team and Benevolent Committee. 

Avid travelers, my husband and I toured the remaining US states 

we had not visited and traveled to Canada. I traveled to Alaska 

with my sister and the four of us traveled many times to Oahu 

and Maui, Hawaii and the Bahamas. 

My leisure time activities included playing the piano, drawing, 

painting, rug hooking, growing indoor and outdoor plants and 

exercising. 

My husband 

passed away in 

2010. I continue 

to reside in our 

home we built 

together here in 

Durham. 

My older daughter and her husband are attorneys and have two 

daughters. Their older daughter graduated from Duke. She is 

married and is now an NBC News Correspondent. Her younger 

daughter completed high school in LA while studying dance un-

der Debbie Allen. She later obtained a BS degree in Criminal 

Justice at the University of Oklahoma and is currently enrolled in 

her first year of law school at Tulsa University Law School.  She 

is married with two children. 

My younger daughter is an associate professor at North Carolina 

Central University. She and her husband, a retired Grants Man-

agement Officer for the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda 

MD reside in their home in Durham.  

As I reflect on the past 100 plus years, I reflect on all the things 

that I have witnessed, experiences, lived through, survived and 

celebrated. 

103 years Congratulations! 
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VariaEtceteraMiscellany 
Peebles Scholarships Available 

The Peebles-Peoples Family Scholarship Fund has provided book scholarships to deserving high school seniors 

since 2009. To date, we have provided $43,500 to 38 students. Scholarship recipients selected for the awards 

are diverse in background and demonstrate scholastic achievement, hard work and a high motivation for suc-

cess. Due to strong public support, donations and a committed team of family members, over 98% of fund-

raising proceeds go directly to the scholarship fund - awarding meaningful book scholarships to deserving students. We offer 

these scholarships as a way to honor our ancestors and to give back to the Triangle Area, Raleigh/Wake and Durham Coun-

ties. Applications should be emailed to PeeblesScholarship@gmail.com or mailed with a postmark date to 10030 Green Level 

Church Rd, Suite 803 #111 Cary, NC 27519 no later than June 25,2020.  Should you have any questions about the application pro-

cess, please contact me. Thank you for sharing this packet with deserving students.  

Thank You, Marguerite D. Peebles Scholarship Committee Coordinator  
Applications at PeeblesScholarship@gmail.com 

Lew Myers Featured in WUNC Radio Interview at the Passing of Andrea Harris  

"I was blessed 
to have known 
Andrea for 49 
years. We met 
in 1971 in Soul 
City and be-
came friends 
and later col-
leagues. We 
were mission 
driven young 
Turks, I 25 and 
she 23. I was 
impressed with 

Andrea the first time I met her. She was bright, high energy, 
funny and fun to be around. But, even then, you could sense 
that she was going to make a difference. I was a day late in 
getting her to come work for me at Soul City. In 1980 I went 
into the NC Department of Commerce to revive their Minority 
Business Development agency program. In 1981 I had my first 
opening and hired Andrea. The rest is history.  

Andrea was passionate about equal justice and fair treatment in 
all aspects of life. She started in 1971 with community develop-
ment with the Franklin Vance Warren Opportunity Inc., the OEO 
sponsored social services programs. Following that, in 1978, she 
created the NC Senior Citizens Federation to advocate for the 
needs of that overlooked segment of our population. As soon as 
Andrea joined MBDA, she made an immediate impact in the 
minority business space when she became engaged with the 
Community Reinvestment Act initiative. Through her knowledge 
of the legislation and her ability to establish relationships 
with those leaders in banking, finance and business, she led the 

effort in NC to insure that banks engage with their communities 
when they were merging institutions. This contributed millions 
of dollars; those dollars being made available to diverse com-
munities. She was involved in creating the NC Association of 
Minority Businesses. And she was co-founder of the Institute. 

Andrea led this organization and transitioned it from being a 
think tank/policy center focused on data gathering, research 
and policy matters into a dynamic economic development enti-
ty that operated programs delivering services to the diverse 
populations which were the constituents of the Institute. She 
led it with integrity, never comprising the mission regardless of 

the consequences. She was fearless. And selfless, a true servant 
leader. She modeled excellence. Andrea was a warrior. She spoke 
her mind, never minced words. And while many folk may not have 
agreed with her, they all respected her. Finally, we need to under-
stand that Andrea was a humanitarian. She was compassionate and 
wanted equal justice for all." 

Lewis H. Myers, Chairman of the Board for 
The Institute for Economic Development 
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