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Preparing for the Celebration 

Mission Accomplished! 
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3HQLFN�9LOODJH�LV�D�UHWLUHPHQW�FRPPXQLW\�LQ�6RXWKHUQ�
3LQHV��1&��WKDW�LV�DIILOLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�(SLVFRSDO�FKXUFK��,�
ILUVW�JRW�WR�NQRZ�WKH�OHDGHUVKLS�DW�3HQLFN�9LOODJH�DERXW�D�
\HDU�DJR�ZKHQ�6W��7LWXV¶�ZDV�LQYLWHG�WR�WKH�JURXQGEUHDNLQJ�
RI�WKH�$QQLH�DQG�)OHWFKHU�:KDUWRQ�EXLOGLQJ��7KH�EXLOGLQJ�
LV�QDPHG�DIWHU�WKH�SDUHQWV�RI�0UV��$QQLH�%ULGJHV�DQG�
0UV��-XDQLWD�7D\ORU��ORQJ-WLPH�PHPEHUV�RI�6W��7LWXV¶�� 
 
7KH�3HQLFN�9LOODJH�H[HFXWLYH�GLUHFWRU�DQG�ERDUG�RI�GLUHF�
WRUV�KDYH�ORQJ�PDGH�UDFLDO�KHDOLQJ�D�IRFXV�IRU�WKH�FRPPX�
QLW\��7ZR�\HDUV�DJR�D�JURXS�RI�UHVLGHQWV��VWDII��DQG�FRPPX�
QLW\�PHPEHUV�PDGH�D�SLOJULPDJH�WR�:DVKLQJWRQ�'�&���
ZKHUH�WKH\�WRXUHG�WKH�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�+HULWDJH�0XVHXP��
DPRQJ�RWKHU�VSRWV��7KLV�IDOO�WKH\�PDGH�D�VHFRQG�SLOJULP�
DJH��7KLV�WLPH�WKH\�VWRSSHG�LQ�$WODQWD��*$�DQG�LQ�0RQW�
JRPHU\��$/��7KH\�LQYLWHG�6W��7LWXV¶�PHPEHUV�WR�PDNH�WKH�
SLOJULPDJH�ZLWK�WKHP��'LDQH�+XQGOH\��6KDURQ�7D\ORU��
:LOOLH�&RYLQJWRQ�DQG�,�WUDYHOHG�ZLWK�WKH�3HQLFN�9LOODJH�
FRQWLQJHQW��,W�ZDV�D�PRYLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�DQG�RQH�,�ZRXOG�
UHFRPPHQG�WR�HDFK�RI�\RX�� 
 
$IWHU�SLFNLQJ�VRPH�RI�XV�XS�DW�6W��7LWXV¶�DQG�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�
JURXS�XS�DW�3HQLFN�9LOODJH�ZH�WUDYHOHG�E\�PRWRU�FRDFK�WR�
$WODQWD��:H�KDG�WLPH�WR�UHVW�DQG�GR�VRPH�VRFLDOL]LQJ�EHIRUH�
GLQQHU��7KH�QH[W�GD\�IHDWXUHG�D�VWRS�DW�WKH�-LPP\�&DUWHU�
3UHVLGHQWLDO�/LEUDU\�DQG�0XVHXP��,�ZDV�D�ELW�VXUSULVHG�WKDW�
WKLV�ZDV�RQ�WKH�LWLQHUDU\�EXW�OHDUQHG�KRZ�OLYLQJ�ZLWK�D�
VWDXQFK�VHJUHJDWLRQLVW�DV�D�IDWKHU�DQG�MXVW�DV�VWDXQFK�D�SUR�
SRQHQW�RI�LQWHJUDWLRQ�LQ�KLV�PRWKHU��0LVV�/LOOLDQ��VKDSHG�
&DUWHU¶V�OLIH�DQG�SURPSWHG�KLP�WR�ZRUN�IRU�MXVWLFH�IRU�DOO���
)URP�WKH�3UHVLGHQWLDO�/LEUDU\�ZH�WUDYHOHG�WR�WKH�0DUWLQ�
/XWKHU�.LQJ��-U��&HQWHU��:H�WRXUHG�.LQJ¶V�FKLOGKRRG�
KRPH��:H�VSHQW�WLPH�DW�(EHQH]HU�%DSWLVW�&KXUFK��ZKHUH�

'U��.LQJ�ZDV�EDSWL]HG��VHUYHG�DV�FR-SDVWRU�ZLWK�KLV�IDWKHU��
DQG�ZKHUH�KLV�IXQHUDO�ZDV�KHOG��:H�HQGHG�WKH�GD\�DW�WKH�
$EVDORP�-RQHV�&HQWHU�IRU�5DFLDO�+HDOLQJ�ZKHUH�,�OHG�WKH�

JURXS�LQ�(YHQLQJ�3UD\HU�DQG�K\PQ�VLQJLQJ��:H�ZHUH�
EOHVVHG�WR�KDYH�'U��&DWKHULQH�0HHNV�VSHDN�ZLWK�XV�DQG�
WKHQ�MRLQ�XV�IRU�GLQQHU�DW�WKH�$EVDORP�-RQHV�&HQWHU�� 

7KH�QH[W�GD\�ZH�WUDYHOHG�WR�0RQWJRPHU\�� 
 
+DYLQJ�UHDG�%U\DQ�6WHYHQVRQ¶V�ERRN��-XVW�0HUF\��KHOSHG�
SUHSDUH�PH�IRU�WKH�(TXDO�-XVWLFH�,QLWLDWLYH¶V�0XVHXP�DQG�
0HPRULDO��<RX�PD\�KDYH�KHDUG�WKH�PHPRULDO�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�
WKH�/\QFKLQJ�0HPRULDO��7KHUH�UHDOO\�DUH�QR�ZRUGV�IRU�WKH�
KRUURUV�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�PXVHXP��IURP�WKH�VFDUUHG�EDFNV�RI�
VODYHV�EURXJKW�KHUH�DJDLQVW�WKHLU�ZLOO�IURP�$IULFD�WR�WKH�
SLFWXUHV�RI�UHOLJLRXV�DQG�FLYLF�OHDGHUV�LQ�WKH���¶V�DQG���¶V�
VKRXWLQJ�³6HJUHJDWLRQ�QRZ��6HJUHJDWLRQ�IRUHYHU´�DW�%ODFN�
FKLOGUHQ�EUDYH�HQRXJK�WR�LQWHJUDWH�:KLWH�VFKRROV�� 
7KHUH�ZDV�D�ZDOO�RI�VKHOYHV�ILOOHG�ZLWK�EORRG�VRDNHG�VRLO�
WDNHQ�IURP�WKH�SODFHV�ZKHUH�O\QFKLQJV�KDG�WDNHQ�SODFH�� 

$W�WKH�/\QFKLQJ�0HPRULDO�LWVHOI�
ZH�ZDONHG�D�SDWK�ZLWK�VODEV�RI�VWRQH�
KDQJLQJ�DERYH�RXU�KHDGV��,W�ZDV�DV�
WKRXJK�WKH�VODEV�ZHUH�ERGLHV�KDQJ�
LQJ�IURP�QRRVHV�DERYH�XV��(YHU\�
VODE�UHSUHVHQWHG�D�FRXQW\�LQ�WKH�86�
ZKHUH�D�O\QFKLQJ�ZDV�NQRZQ�WR�
KDYH�WDNHQ�SODFH��,Q�PRVW�FDVHV�
WKHUH�ZHUH�PXOWLSOH�O\QFKLQJV��$V�
ZH�ORRNHG�XS�ZH�FRXOG�UHDG�WKH�
QDPH�RI�WKH�FRXQW\�DQG�WKH�VWDWH�
UHSUHVHQWHG��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�QDPHV�RI�

WKRVH�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�O\QFKHG��3RZHUIXO��KHDUWEUHDNLQJ��DQG�
OLIH-FKDQJLQJ�DUH�DPRQJ�WKH�ZRUGV�WKDW�FRPH�WR�PH�DV�,�
FRQWLQXH�WR�SURFHVV�WKLV�SLOJULPDJH��,�SODQ�WR�JR�DJDLQ� 
 
)RU�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG��WKHUH�DUH�D�FRXSOH�RI�SLOJULP�
DJHV�FRPLQJ�XS�QH[W�\HDU�WKDW�DUH�RIIHUHG�WKURXJK�WKH�'LR�
FHVH�RI�1RUWK�&DUROLQD��,QIRUPDWLRQ�LV�DYDLODEOH�KHUH��
KWWSV���ZZZ�GLRQF�RUJ�GLJLWDOBIDLWK�HYHQWV��������� 
�6WHSKDQLH� 

�3LOJULPDJH�SKRWRV�E\�6KDURQ�7D\ORU�
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6FKHGXOH�IRU�WKH�&DWHFKHVLV�RI�WKH�*RRG�6KHSKHUG 
It’s ADVENT! Joyfully and expectantly, we await the celebration of a 
holy Christmas, as we engage in activities and lessons of Advent.  
 
Advent heralds The Mystery of The Incarnation  
with the Advent wreath and candle lighting; readings of the Messianic 
prophecies from Isaiah, Micah, and Numbers; and diorama-
presentations of the Infancy Narratives, The Annunciation, Visitation 
of Mary to Elizabeth, Birth of Jesus & Adoration of the Shepherds; and 
the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple. (The Adoration of the Magi - 
Epiphany and the Holy Family’s Flight into Egypt will occur in January 
2020) 
 
Each child is invited to paint an Advent or Christmas theme on his/her 
individual canvas with easel. And those wishing to decorate candles 
will be given the opportunity. Those children who decorated can-
dles last Advent should bring them to the Atrium, if they want to 
add other wax decorations to them. New children, not present last 
Advent, will have candles to decorate. 
 
On Advent 1, we adorn our prayer table with an Advent wreath; read 
the Prophecy of the Light from Isaiah 9:1; light the first candle; sing “ 
Soon & Very Soon We Are Going to See the King”, “Light One Can-
dle” and “The People Who Walked in Darkness”. Celebrating in song 
will be a highlight during Advent. (The children enjoy playing the lap 
harp to accompany the songs!) On each Sunday thereafter, we gather 
to light another Advent candle, read another Messianic Prophecy, and present an 
Infancy Narrative with song. 
 
Currently we are preparing new Moral Life Parable & Maxims dioramas with small 
wooden figures to be added to our Atrium. During Jesus' time on earth, He loved using 
profound parables to teach important lessons. Modern day parables have the same founda-
tional idea. So, what is a parable? It is a story that is easy to understand that has a much 
more important meaning. (Our loyal assistants have been asked to paint them; however, we 
may need other folks to help with this endeavor. If interested, please let me know. Thank 
You!) 
 
 
Donna Smith, Catechist, dds3346@yahoo.com 
Assistants: Danita Parker, Gloria Drew, Tyler Lester, Janice Williams, Kendall Vanderslice  
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� Q�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��PLQLVWU\�LV�VHHQ�DV�VHUYLFH�WR�*RG�DQG�WR�RWKHU�SHRSOH�LQ�+LV�QDPH��-HVXV�
SURYLGHG�WKH�SDWWHUQ�IRU�&KULVWLDQ�PLQLVWU\—+H�FDPH��QRW�WR�UHFHLYH�VHUYLFH��EXW�WR�JLYH�LW��:KHQ�
ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�WKH�ZRUG�³PLQLVWU\´�DQG�DSSO\�WKDW�PHDQLQJ�WR�PXVLF��ZH�FRPH�WR�

XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�DQ\RQH�ZKR�SDUWLFLSDWHV�LQ�WKH�VLPSOH�DFW�RI�VLQJLQJ�D�K\PQ�LV��LQ�IDFW��D�³PLQLVWHU�RI�
PXVLF�´� 
 
$V�PLQLVWHUV�RI�PXVLF��,�LQYLWH�\RX�WR�VLQJ�ZLWK�HQWKXVLDVP�GXULQJ�
ZRUVKLS���&RQVLGHU�KRZ�WKH�ZRUGV�\RX�VLQJ�H[SUHVV�\RXU�IDLWK�DQG�
WKDW�RI�WKH�&KXUFK��&RQVLGHU�KRZ�\RXU�VLQJLQJ�HQWKXVLDVWLFDOO\�PLJKW�
HQFRXUDJH�WKRVH�DURXQG�\RX�WR�VLQJ��&RQVLGHU�KRZ�\RXU�VLQJLQJ�
PLJKW�DOORZ�\RXU�VSLULW�WR�EH�WRXFKHG�E\�*RG¶V�6SLULW� 
 
&RQVLGHU�DOVR�VLQJLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�FKRLU��ZKRVH�SULPDU\�PLQLVWU\�LV�WR�
VXSSRUW�FRQJUHJDWLRQDO�VLQJLQJ��2XU�FKRLU�LV�RSHQ�WR�HYHU\RQH��UH�
JDUGOHVV�RI�DJH�RU�H[SHULHQFH��DQG�SURYLGHV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�FRPH�
WRJHWKHU�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�DQG�VLQJ�WKH�K\PQV�FKRVHQ�IRU�ZRUVKLS��:H�
PHHW�6XQGD\�PRUQLQJV�DW������LQ�'HODQ\�+RXVH�DQG�JDWKHU�WKH�VHF�
RQG�:HGQHVGD\�HYHQLQJ�RI�HDFK�PRQWK�WR�H[SORUH�DQWKHPV�ZH�
PLJKW�RIIHU�LQ�ZRUVKLS� :H�HQMR\�VLQJLQJ�DQG�IHOORZVKLSSLQJ�WRJHWKHU�
DQG�ZRXOG�ORYH�WR�KDYH�\RX�MRLQ�XV� � 
 
6R��FRQVLGHU�\RXUVHOI�D�PLQLVWHU�RI�PXVLF�DQG�WKHQ�FRQVLGHU�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�*RG�LV�FDOOLQJ�\RX�WR�
EH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKDW�PLQLVWU\� 
 
:KHQ�LQ�RXU�PXVLF�*RG�LV�JORULILHG 
$QG�DGRUDWLRQ�OHDYHV�QR�URRP�IRU�SULGH� 
,W�LV�DV�LI�WKH�ZKROH�FUHDWLRQ�FULHG� 
³$OOHOXLD�´ 
--)��3UDWW�*UHHQ 
 

 

Bishop Sam Rodman has appointed Lewis Myers to serve on the Mission Endowment Board. 
The Mission Endowment Board approves grants awarded for the specific purpose of supporting the diocesan mission 
strategy of establishing "the Episcopal presence of Christ in communities in ways that brings the community to see 
Christ’s presence among them." 

The grant projects must relate to missionary initiatives located within the 38 counties of the Diocese: Strategic partner-
ships between diocesan and outside entities, including interfaith and secular entities, Companion relationships, Partner-
ship ministries of congregations, institutions and organizations of the Diocese. 
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Snapshots of activities since the last News Digest 

:RQGHUIXO�DQG�([FLWLQJ�1HZV¬ 
 
St. Titus’ was selected as one of three parishes in the Dio-
cese of North Carolina to serve in the pilot cohort in the 
Reimagining Curacies program funded through a grant 
from the Lilly Endowment to the Diocese of North Caroli-
na!  We will welcome our first curate (newly ordained cleric) 
in the summer of 2020 as we explore how to develop trans-
formative congregation leaders.  
 
It is a gift to participate in the learning and formation of new 
clerics, building  on our parish’s deep history of forming 
leaders for both the church and the world.  I hope that you 
will read more about the Reimagining Curacies program 
here.  Stephanie+ 

4-��3� 
$QQLH�DQG�)OHWFKHU�
:KDUWRQ�EXLOGLQJ��7KH�
EXLOGLQJ�LV�QDPHG�DIWHU�
WKH�SDUHQWV�RI�0UV��$Q�
QLH�%ULGJHV�DQG�0UV��
-XDQLWD�7D\ORU��ORQJ-
WLPH�PHPEHUV�RI�6W��
7LWXV¶ 
 
 

� � � � � �  
Jori Wilks, (3rd from left) a senior at C.E. Jordan High 
School (Durham, NC) was offered and has accepted a full 
athletic scholarship to play basketball at Queens University 
of Charlotte. Jori is the daughter of Brian and Lisa Wilks 
and sister of Justin Wilks, all members of St. Titus’ Episco-
pal Church. Pictured are the three coaches for the Queens 
Lady Royals Women's Basketball team. (From left: Assis-
tant Coach Faulhaber, Head Coach Jansen, Jori, and As-
sistant Coach Beste). 
 
 �� 
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Yokefellows has truly been a blessing to not only me, but others like me, who have veered 
off the path that I believe our Creator has destined for us.  And that is first and foremost to 
worship and serve Him. And in that process, we become responsible, productive and law-
abiding members of society. 
 
Somewhere along our journey, we had lost focus. We lost our direction. We lost our sense 
of self-worth and self-esteem. Some have even lost our families and our so-called friends.  
We are only to be left a shall of a man or woman, searching or wandering aimlessly 
through the penal system for answers and solutions to our dilemma, which I believe can 
only be found in God and fellowship with humanity. They are not necessarily in that order. But either can precede the other 
and if the dynamics are operating within their boundaries, I believe that something special will begin – a relationship, a 
bond, a common goal, a network. 
 
Yokefellows has touched many of our lives in respect to the list of the attributes I previously mentioned. The help in restor-
ing my sense of self-worth and self-esteem simply by being heard and acknowledged at our meetings. We have the honor 
of ministering to our Yokefellow volunteers – through song, poems and words of appreciation for their unselfish act of love 
by giving of their time and even their resources, showing us that they care, and we are not forgotten. 
 
Yokefellows has afforded me the privilege of meeting my mentor, David Stanford, and his lovely wife, Althea. They intro-
duced me to their church, St. Titus’ Episcopal in Durham, and that church has embraced me with the love of Christ and 
open arms – without judgement of my past. This has become a safe haven on the outside that welcomes my contributions 
to the body of Christ without prejudice, which is true acceptance. And that is all we truly want coupled with an opportunity 
to make right the wrongs we’ve committed upon society. Yokefellows opens that door and helps bridge the gap between 
opposing forces, to forge our similarities, to absolve the preconceived notions of who we really are and who we can be if 
given a chance. 
 
I could go on and on, but I believe I have conveyed what’s needed – and I hope for your participation as a Yokefellow vol-
unteer. It will not only touch our lives, but it will touch yours as well. 
In closing, someone said: “When you share: be seen; then be heard; be brief; and then be seated.”  I pray that has been 
accomplished.  I thank you for your time and may God bless you. 
 
Interested in this serving in this ministry? Contact David Stanford at: GVWDQIRUG����#\DKRR�FRP� 

<RNHIHOORZ�3ULVRQ�0LQLVWU\�LV�DQ�LQWHUGHQRPLQDWLRQDO��UDFLDOO\-GLYHUVH�&KULVWLDQ�PLQLVWU\�RI�UHFRQFLOLD�
WLRQ�EHJXQ�LQ�������DQG�LQFRUSRUDWHG�LQ��������ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�ERWK�OD\�DQG�FOHUJ\��PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH��,W�LV�
IRXQGHG�RQ�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�SHRSOH¶V�OLYHV�DUH�FKDQJHG�WKURXJK�FRPPLWWHG�UHODWLRQVKLSV�� 
 
7KH�PLQLVWU\�LV�FRQGXFWHG�E\�WUDLQHG�YROXQWHHUV�ZKR�OHDG�ZHHNO\�PHHWLQJV�RI�VPDOO�JURXSV�LQVLGH�1RUWK�
&DUROLQD¶V�FRUUHFWLRQDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV��<RNHIHOORZ�LV�QRW�IRFXVHG�RQ�ZRUVKLS��SUHDFKLQJ��WHDFKLQJ��FRXQVHO�
LQJ��RU�%LEOH�VWXG\��EXW�LV�D�PLQLVWU\�RI�OLVWHQLQJ��VKDULQJ��FDULQJ��HQFRXUDJHPHQW�DQG�VXSSRUW�SURYLGHG�E\�
FRPPXQLW\�YROXQWHHUV�IURP�WKH�³RXWVLGH´�\RNHG�LQ�IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�WKRVH�RQ�WKH�³LQVLGH´�WKURXJK�WKH�
ZHHNO\�VPDOO�JURXS�PHHWLQJV�� 
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The Rev. Stephanie Yancy, Rector 
The Rev. Sarah Woodard, Deacon 
Mary Hawkins, Newsletter Editor 
 St. Titus’  Episcopal Church   
400 Moline  Street 
Durham  NC  27707  
st.titusepiscopal @gmail.com  
sttitusdurham.dionc.org 
919-682-5504 
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Christmas Day 

�  

$VVLVWLQJ�ZLWK�&DWHFKHVLV�RI�WKH�*RRG�6KHSKHUG�–�VHH�'RQQD�6PLWK 
 3ODQQLQJ�9DFDWLRQ�%LEOH�6FKRRO�IRU������–�VHH�5HY��6WHSKDQLH 
 6HUYLQJ�RQ�WKH�9HVWU\�–�VHH�DQ\�YHVWU\�PHPEHU�RU�5HY��6WHSKDQLH 
 +HOSLQJ�ZLWK�FRIIHH�KRXU�–�VHH�5HY��6DUDK�RU�5HY��6WHSKDQLH 
 6LQJLQJ�LQ�WKH�FKRLU�–�VHH�6XVDQ�6WHGPDQ 


