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ONGOING  CALENDAR  

1st Saturday –8:15am Food sorting  El Buen Pastor on Liberty Street.  

Sundays 10-am -Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

Tuesdays 8-pm -Transformation Tuesday-NCCU Campus Ministry-Student Union 

ON THE NOVEMBER CALENDAR 

1-2 Diocesan ECW Annual Meeting-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

22-23 204th Annual Convention of the Diocese of North Carolina  

26 Joint Thanksgiving Service at Abiding Savior Lutheran Church 

Get Ready to Celebrate  
Regaining Parish Status  

at Diocesan Convention

I'm delighted to report that both Trinity, Fuquay-Varina and St Titus’, 
Durham have submitted the certificates required by the Constitution and 
Canons of the Diocese to enter into union with Convention as parishes. 
Both certificates are in order. All other "appropriate constitutional and 
canonical requirements" having already been met, these matters may be 
put to Convention for action. 

Chuck Till,  Secretary of Convention 
Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina 

Read official letters from  
the Durham Episcopal Churches! 
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At the 2018 Annual Conven-
tion of the Diocese of North 
Carolina St. Titus’ was one of 
three historically Black con-
gregations asked to share their 
stories. Robyn Furges, Lew 
Myers, and I spoke on behalf 

of St. Titus’. We talked about our history and how 
hard earlier generations had worked to keep St. Titus’ 
alive, despite many hardships. I ended our presenta-
tion by saying, “We are proud Episcopalians. We have 
every right to be here. And we’re not going any-
where.”  
 
Next month, at the 2019 Annual Convention, St. Titus’ 
will be returned to parish status. Some of you have 
asked me what returning to parish status really means. 
It means we are honoring the work of our ancestors in 
the faith who kept St. Titus’ going and passed it on to 
us. It says that we will continue to be a stable, self-
supporting congregation within the Diocese of North 
Carolina. It says we will work as hard as our ancestors 
did to pass St. Titus’ on to those who come after us. It 
says, emphatically, “We’re not going anywhere.” 

Congratulations, St. Titus’ friends. What a great way 
to end the year as we look forward to 2020. We’ve 
come this far by faith. There is a reason we are here. 
God has work for us to do. Together we will discern 
where God’s Spirit is leading us and with God’s help 
we will continue to walk in faith, just as those early 
members of St. Titus’ walked before us. 
 
If ever there was a time to celebrate this is it. You will 
hear more about a celebration at St. Titus’ after Con-
vention has ended and our return to parish status is 
official. I also want to invite you to come to Conven-
tion if you can. Convention will be held in the Benton 
Convention Center in Winston Salem on November 22 
and 23. The actual vote  our return to parish status will 
take place on Friday, the 22nd. On Saturday we will be 
officially welcomed as a parish. That is currently 
scheduled for Saturday at 11:30 am. The actual time 
may vary slightly. It would be great for as many of 
you as can be there to join our Convention delegates 
on Saturday for the official welcome. 
 
Faithfully, 
Stephanie+ 

St. Philip's Episcopal 

https://st-philips-durham.dionc.org/
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Remember to Pledge for 
the 2020 Every Member 
Canvass 

Currently, we have received 
26 pledges for a total of 
$100,200. Our goal was to 

have 60 pledges for a total of $180,000. The realiza-
tion of this goal will allow us to continue our minis-
tries and missions while challenging us to be innova-
tive in the ways we want to grow in the next year. 
Please consider making a commitment to giving and 
turn in your pledge card during the offering or to the 
church office. We'd love to receive all pledges by the 
end of November. Thank you! 

with Abiding Savior Lutheran, Christus Victor Lu-
theran, and St. Philip's Episcopal Church, and St. Ti-
tus’ Episcopal Church on Tuesday, November 26 @ 
7-pm at Abiding Savior Lutheran. The Rev. Dr. 
Sally French will be the preacher. You are invited to 
join us at the service 

Pre- Thanksgiving 

Worship Service 

December 1- Commissioning 

Church Ministries  

December 1 is the first Sunday of Advent, the beginning of the church year. To mark the beginning of the 
year we will recognize the ministries that are part of St. Titus’ by commissioning the members. If you are a 
leader of a ministry, please encourage those who share this ministry with you to be present on December 1 to 
be commissioned for the coming year. 

Meet Amy  
Peterson 

 
St. Titus’ 
Writer, 
Author 

In this book, Amy Peterson laments the corruption and blind spots of the evangelical church and the departure of so 
many from the faith.  But she refuses to give up hope. 
 
Where Goodness Still Grows dissects the moral code of American evangelicalism and puts it back together in a new 
way. Amy writes as someone intimately familiar with, fond of, and also deeply critical of the world of conservative 
evangelicalism. She writes as a woman and a mother, as someone invested in the future of humanity, and as someone 
who just needs to know how to teach her kids what it means to be good. She reimagines virtue as a tool, not a weapon; 
as wild, not tame; as embodied, not written. Reimagining specific virtues, such as kindness, purity, modesty, hospitali-
ty, and hope, Amy finds that if we listen harder and farther, we will find the places where goodness still grows. 

Amy holds a BA in English literature, an MA in Intercultural 
Studies, and an MFA in Creative Writing. She is currently at 
work on an MDiv at Duke Divinity School. 
 
As a teacher, Amy has worked in cross-cultural and and hon-
ors-level academics and student development. She taught ESL 
for two years in Southeast Asia before returning stateside to 
teach in California, Arkansas, Washington, and Indiana. Most 
recently, she taught creative writing, intercultural communica-
tion, and interdisciplinary honors courses at a Christian college 
in the Midwest  

Amy is a postulant from the Diocese of Northern Indiana. She and her family have been worshiping at 
St. Titus’ since their arrival in Durham this summer. Her book is available for pre-order here:  
https://www.amazon.com/Where-Goodness-Still-Grows-Reclaiming/dp/0785225668 

https://www.amazon.com/Where-Goodness-Still-Grows-Reclaiming/dp/0785225668
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Welcome! Wendell Elizabeth Graham Grant, born October 24 
to Alice Grant and Benjamin Graham..  

Welcome to Christ’s Holy Catholic Church! Rev. Yancy with Trevor 
Wells, Willie Covington and Dawson Edwards after Confirmation.  

Willette Crews coordinates 
the St. Titus’ schedule for 
providing the after-service 
meal at the Duke Episcopal 
Center 
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Durham Federal Courthouse Naming 
Ceremony-John Hervey Wheeler 
Oct 15, 2019 Press Release 

DURHAM, N.C.—Congressman Butterfield joined with the 
Durham, North Carolina community and the family of the famed 
banker and attorney John Hervey Wheeler to celebrate the naming 
of the city’s federal courthouse after the late North Carolina-native 
and civil rights leader. Congressman Butterfield led the official un-
veiling of the sign on the newly designated John Hervey Wheeler U.S. Courthouse during the special ceremo-
ny hosted by the U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) and the U.S. District Court for the Middle Dis-
trict of North Carolina. 

“On July 27, 2017, I was proud to introduce H.R. 3460, a bill to rename the U.S. Courthouse in Durham after 
John Hervey Wheeler. H.R. 3460 was passed in the House of Representatives on July 16, 2018, and was passed 
in the Senate on December 21, 2018,” said Butterfield. “John Hervey Wheeler was a living legend throughout 
the South. He was not just a banker and lawyer; he was a visionary African American leader. Over his long and 
remarkable career, John Hervey Wheeler played a key role in transforming the City of Durham and helped lead 
the fight for racial equality in Durham and throughout North Carolina. I am happy the Durham courthouse is 
now named in John Hervey Wheeler’s honor and his contribution to Durham will long be remembered. This 
dedication has served as a symbol of triumph over racial and economic injustice.” 

The bill naming of the courthouse after Wheeler was signed into law on January 3, 2019, honoring his commit-
ment to equality and his work during the Civil Rights Movement. 

“When we name a building, we’re honoring the accomplishments of great Americans who inspire us to help 
make our nation a better place for all people,” said Brian Stern, regional administrator for GSA’s Southeast 
Sunbelt Region. “John Hervey Wheeler distinguished himself as a banker, attorney, and civil rights leader for 
the Durham community, the state of North Carolina and our country. It is an honor to commemorate his legacy 
today with the naming of this courthouse.” 

Warren Hervey Wheeler, son of  John Hervy Wheeler, attended American 
Flyers School in Ardmore Oklahoma, where he earned his commercial pilot's 
license and a multiengine rating at age 19. He opened his own flying school at 
Horace Williams Airport that same year (1962.) In 1966, he became the first 
African-American pilot for Piedmont Airlines. 

In 1969, he founded his own airline, Wheeler Flying Service - a commercial air 
carrier - making him the first African-American to own his own airline. The 
airline grew through the 1970s and 1980s, becoming Wheeler Airlines. In the 
1980s, the airline flew more than 40,000 passengers annually. The airline 
ceased operations in 1991. 

The Airolina flight training program operated by William Hervy Wheeler is 
available to high school students in Durham, North Carolina. Preference is 
given to students from low-income families. This comprehensive four-year 
flight-training program begins in 9th grade. For more information, contact 

Wheeler at carwings@yahoo.com.  

St. Titus’ Parishioner 
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St. Titus’ Episcopal Church  
Women at the Annual Meeting 

Kendall Vanderslice explored the practice of eating together as Christian worship from her 
book "We Will Feast: Rethinking Dinner, Worship and the Community of God." 
 
She related that the gospel story is filled with meals, opening  in a garden and ending in 
a feast. Records of the early church suggest that believers met for worship primarily 
through eating meals. Over time, though, churches have lost focus on the centrality of 
food-- and with it a powerful tool for unifying Christ's diverse body. 
Her presentation was enhanced by an actual demonstration of making bread which was 
shared by the meeting participants: See selected scenes below:  

ECW President Longmire presented a bou-

quet  to Mary Hawkins for service 

Robyn Furges presented  
goodie bags from St. Titus’ ECW  

Robyn Furges presented speaker gift to 
Kendall Vanderslice from Durham Convocation  
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Our November  
Communion Hymn 

The communion hymn which we will sing each Sun-
day during the month of November is “Taste and 
see” (#154 in LEVAS; #680 in AAHH).  Roman Cath-
olic James E. Moore Jr., African American composer, 
conductor, pianist and master teacher, brings the Afri-
can-American gospel tradition to the Mass in this sa-
cred song. Intended to be sung during the Eucharist as 
the people come forward to receive the elements of 
communion, the song’s refrain quotes Psalm 38:8a: 
“Taste and see that the Lord is good.”  The harmo-
nized refrain, sung by the congregation, reflects the 
traditional gospel “call and response” style.  The stan-
zas, often sung by a soloist, reflect the gospel style 
even more through the use of speech-like phrases. 
Stanza one quotes Psalm 34:1-2: “I will bless the Lord 
at all times, his praise shall be always in my mouth.”  
Stanza two cites Psalm 34:3-4: “O magnify the Lord 
with me; and let us extol his name together.  I sought 

the Lord, and he heard me; and he delivered me from 
all my troubles.” Stanza three is a reference to Psalm 
34:9 “Fear the Lord, all ye his saints: for there is no 
want to them that fear him.” 
 
The infusion of the African American gospel style 
with these Psalm texts adds a celebratory tone to com-
munion. The refrain of the Psalm invites not only a 
spiritual feeding of the soul, but also suggests that we 
can experience the presence of God through the sens-
es of tasting and seeing. Indeed, communion is a full-
body encounter. Singing together suggests that hear-
ing is also a part of receiving the elements as we 
come forward to the table, not just as individuals, but 
as members of the body of Christ. 
 
Article adapted by Susan F. Stedman from “History of Hymns: Eucharist Hymn 
Reflects Black Gospel Tradition,” Dr. C. Michael Hawn, 2013. 

 

Communion 
Hymns at  
St. Titus’ 

Susan Stedman, 
Music Director/
Organist 
St. Titus’ Episcopal 
Church 

This popular collection of 280 musical pieces from both the African American and Gos-
pel traditions has been compiled under the supervision of the Office of Black Ministries 
of the Episcopal Church. It includes service music and several psalm settings in addi-
tion to the Negro spirituals, gospel songs, and hymns. 
Dr. Horace Clarence Boyer was the General Editor of Lift Every Voice and Sing II and a 
frequent dynamic workshop leader about African American hymnody. Dr. Boyer died 
in 2009 after a long illness. The church will miss his engaging and informative voice as 
well as his dedicated ministry.  
From: https://www.churchpublishing.org/products/lifteveryvoiceandsingii  

https://www.churchpublishing.org/products/lifteveryvoiceandsingii
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NOVEMBER CATECHESIS EVENTS 

D 
uring the month of November, we are 

celebrating All Saints by learning about 

some of our Church’s hallowed saints, 

which may include St. Titus, St. Eliza-

beth Ann Seton, St. Theresa of Avila, St. Benedict, 

St. Bakhita, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Nicholas, St. 

Frances Cabrini, and St. Angela Merici. Also, the 

children will use our BCP, noting key references to 

the communion of saints, those saints listed in our 

Prayer book, and prayers devoted to them. 

 

The children are invited to bring & play their own 

musical instruments from home to complement our 

All Saints celebration. This will be both a devotional 

memorial and a happy time with music and refresh-

ments, as we thankfully celebrate being in commun-

ion with all the saints. 

 

We remember and give thanks for the many, many 

holy saints of Christ, who lived and died for their de-

votion and love of God as Jesus the Good Shepherd 

and True Vine. 

 

It will be also a recognition for All Souls . We will 

light candles to remember our own faithfully departed 

loved ones who lived and loved in the Lord. 

On remaining Sundays, our focus will be on the Par-

able of the True Vine and Advent preparation ---

Biblical geography and the Liturgical calendar. 

 

The children will consider an Advent theme for indi-

vidual canvas paintings during Advent. Also, if want-

ing to bring last year’s Advent candles from home to 

add other wax decorations to them, they may. For 

those children who did not decorate candles last year, 

they will have the opportunity to do so. 

 

Anticipating an exciting, learning time together!  

 

To the Assistants, 

 Many thanks for your good work with the   

 children  ....your help is immeasurable! 

 

Donna Smith, Catechist 

Assistants: Tyler Lester, Gloria Drew, Danita Parker 

 Kendall Vanderslice, Janice Williams 


