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Eagle in Prayer? Captured the eagle on the 
cross with my cell phone camera on December 
19, 2017 at 3:30 pm while decorating plants for 
Xmas Holidays. Photo by Mary Hawkins 
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Morning Prayer 

A St. Titus’ Welcome to Guests 

Morning Prayer 

Singing, Dancing, Dining and Favorite Hymn Sing 
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2009-First Service St. Titus’ Delany Park 

The Reverend Sarah Woodard 

2009-Joint Service with  St. Philip’s 

2009-Gospeller 

2009  Reception 

2019 Happy 10th Anniversary  
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Description 
In our journey through life, we often face big questions: What is the meaning of life? Who is God? Why do 
people die and what happens after death? Throughout the ages, Christians have turned to the Bible and to the 
Church for answers. 
  
Faith Confirmed is an introduction to Episcopal beliefs and practices and is a perfect primer for those preparing 
for confirmation in the Episcopal Church and for all those who want to know more about the essentials of the 
faith. 
 Each section of the book contains: 

• a clear and accessible explanation of what Episcopalians believe 

• stories and illustrations to unpack these beliefs 

• thought-provoking questions and a Bible study 

Look Who’s in the Book! 
A Bit of Background – Forward Movement invited St. Titus’ as well as other churches to submit photographs of 
Baptism for inclusion in their new publication Faith Confirmed. With permission from all involved, the photo 
below was submitted. We are excited that it was chosen and we thank the individuals connected for their per-
mission to submit the photograph.   
St. Titus' Episcopal Church, Durham NC submitted a photo of a baptism. 
The Rev. Stephanie Yancy, Vicar  
Landon Donell Moore is child being baptized 
Donell and Dani Parker Moore are the parents. 
Photograph by Vincent Quiett 
All parties gave permission for use of the photograph. 

St Titus’ Sunday Worship Schedule  

8:00 am Holy Eucharist 

9:00 am Christian Formation 

10-am Holy Eucharist 

10-am Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

Faith Confirmed 

Preparing for Confirmation 

• Forward Movement 

• Product Number:2498 

• ISBN978-0-880-28467-7 

• Format:Book 

•  Size:7.75 x 10.5 

• Pages:144 

• Availability:In Stock 
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Parishioners’ Achievement Day Celebration 

Greetings, Announcements and Presentations 
Recognition of Parishioner Achievements 

Recognition of  2019 Graduates 
  

Brandon J Hudson Preacher 

Xavier Goudeaux  
HS Diploma 
Humble, Texas  

Valencia Maison Quiett 
Doctor of Medicine 
Brody School of Medicine 

Kendall Vanderslice 
Master of Theological  
Studies at Duke Divinity,  

Kelly J. Barber-Lester 
PhD-Education 
University of N. Carolina 
Chapel Hill 

Chelsey Jones 
MBA Mount Olive University 
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Penick Village Pilgrimage 
This fall Penick Village residents and staff will journey on its second Penick 
Racial Reconciliation Pilgrimage, this time to Atlanta and Montgom-
ery.  Traveling from October. 15 – 18, the trip will bring together residents 
and staff, along with congregants from Durham’s St. Titus' Episcopal 
Church, for conversations, education and understanding around racism in our 
country. We are hoping members of St. Titus' might join us. 
  

The journey features stops at The Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum and King Center in 
Atlanta, as well as the Legacy Museum and National Memorial for Peace and Justice, and the Civil 
Rights Memorial in Montgomery.  It will also include a Rosa Park impersonator presentation, worship time 
together and a daily refection on the four principles of change outlined by Bryan Stevenson, author of “Just 
Mercy” and founder of the Equal Justice Initiative. 
               
The trip includes motor coach transportation, hotels and most meals. It is funded in part by a grant and will 
cost travelers $900.00. Episcopal Diocese of NC Suffragan Bishop Anne Hodges-Copple will be journeying 
with us. 

Named in honor of the couple who broke the color 
barrier at Penick Village, construction is expected to 
begin soon on the Wharton building. The new three-
story apartment building is the second of three simi-
larly styled structures planned for the south side of 
the 38-acre campus. 
 
On Tuesday, the Town Council approved architectur-
al plans for the 20-unit building. Pinnacle Resolute, a 
partnership between Southern PInes-based Pinnacle 
Design Build and Resolute Building of Chapel Hill, 
will oversee the project to completion. 
 
Penick Village held a groundbreaking ceremony last 
September. The event attracted a large gathering of 
extended family and visiting dignitaries who came to 
honor the memory of Annie and Fletcher Decatur 
“F.D.” Wharton, who were the first black residents to 
move into the retirement community. 
 
“Often when honors and recognitions are distributed, 
African-Americans are left out for one reason or an-
other,” said daughter Juanita Wharton Taylor. “Many 
would not have thought to have this building. I ap-
plaud the Penick board of directors and (CEO) Jeff 
Hutchins for their expanded wisdom. I pray this place 
will continue to grow in grace and that many will ex-
perience the positive results from their expansive 
minds. I pray to God that Penick will continue to take 
care of the aged in a skilled, quality and comfortable 
manner.” 
 
  

Penick Village is a Life Plan Community located near 
downtown Southern Pines, that offers a continuing 
spectrum of services. The idea for Penick Village was 
first advanced by Bishop Edwin A. Penick in the late 
1950s and found its home thanks to a generous gift 
from Mrs. James Boyd, who donated 13.5 acres of 
land adjacent to the Weymouth Nature Preserve. 
Ground was broken for Penick’s first building in 
1962, and the doors opened to residents in 1964. Fa-
cilities today include 150 independent living residenc-
es in apartment building and cottages, plus the central 
hub Village House. 
 
F.D. and Annie Wharton moved to Penick Village, in 
1975, upon the recommendation of the Rt. Rev. Mayo 
Little of Calvary Episcopal Church in Tarboro. At the 
time, the couple were members of nearby St. Luke 
Episcopal Church. 
 

Construction to Begin on Wharton Building 

The Pilot. Com| Laura Douglas| Feb 12, 2019 
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During the groundbreaking ceremony, Taylor recalled 
that Little told her parents were told the facility was 
all-white and her mother saying, “As long as the peo-
ple are nice and the care is good, I don’t care what 
color they are.” 

 
“My mother made herself quite at home here. She 
served on the altar guild and was editor of the com-
munity newspaper,” Taylor said. “I am amazed at how 
the place has grown since I was last here.” 
 
F.D. remained at Penick Home until his death in 1977, 
as did Annie, until her death in 1981. 
 
Penick Village CEO Jeff Hutchins said the Wharton 
Building created an opportunity for growth at Penick, 
both physically and spiritually through expanding on 
their mission and ministry. He noted that the Rt. Rev. 
Michael Curry, the former bishop of North Carolina 
and the first African American presiding bishop and 
primate of The Episcopal Church, encourages racial 
reconciliation. 
 
“We are all formed in God’s image. We are all one in 
Christ,” Hutchins said. “We need to behave as neigh-
bors, and brothers and sisters in Christ.” 

Through a series of discussions at Penick, and then a 
four-day pilgrimage to sites in Washington, D.C. last 
year, Hutchins said the organization’s leadership was 
prompted to ask the question, “Who broke the color 
barrier at Penick?” 
 
That research led them to reach out to the extended 
Wharton family, several of whom continue to live in 
North Carolina. Hutchins traveled to Durham to meet 
with Taylor to show her plans for the building. 
 
Dr. Marc Wharton, F.D.’s grandson, also spoke dur-
ing the groundbreaking ceremony last September. He 
noted that the original vision of Bishop Edwin Penick 
was to establish a community for senior citizens that 
would also be a family. 
 
“From one building to the village we see today, I like 
to believe we are setting a tone for what our country 
can be,” he said. 
 

 

 

Jeff Hutchins, Penick Village CEO, (right) helps arrange the family at the Wharton Building consecration and groundbreaking. 
From left, Dr. Marc Wharton, Dr. Thomas Taylor with daughter Alexandra, 5, Mrs. Juanita Wharton Taylor, Annita Bridges with 
husband Robert Alexander, Dr. Sheila Bridges Bond and husband Kenny Bond. Ted Fitzgerald/The Pilot  
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The Ordination Process  
INTRODUCTION To the Nominee ... 
This page outlines the process by which the call to ordained ministry is supported and endorsed, discerned and 
formed within the framework of the national canons in the Diocese of North Carolina. Discernment refers to 
the initial stages of self-examination, conversation, and guided reflection by which you and the Church con-
sider whether you are called to ordained or lay ministry. This includes being nominated to the Bishop by your 
sponsoring congregation and clergy, followed by a period of internship during which the Bishop and the Com-
mission on Ministry explore with you the call to ordained ministry. Formation refers to the subsequent stages 
of academic and spiritual preparation for ordained ministry, which begin after the Bishop, with the advice of 
the Commission on Ministry, grants Postulancy. (NC Diocesan Website) 

Dear St. Titus’:  
It is with joy that I received news from Bishop Rodman’s office that I will soon 
begin a diocesan internship at the Church of the Holy Family in Chapel Hill. What 
this means is that I will be serving as an intern at Holy Family from June through 
Christmas. This scheduled time away from St. Titus’ is intended for me to reflect 
on how my call to ordained ministry responds to a change in parish setting. I will 
miss our St. Titus’ family greatly during this time of vocational growth. 
 
At the diocesan intern orientation meeting last weekend, I was able to exchange 
joyful tidings to the incoming intern at St. Titus’, Mawethu Ncaca.  
 
I’m grateful for the Parish Discernment Committee at St. Titus’, and for Stephanie 

and Sarah, who all gave their time to prayerfully listen with me for the nature of God’s call. The words of en-
couragement offered to me by the whole parish and the Holy Spirit will continue to guide me. 
 
During this time of transition, I take great comfort that St. Titus’ continues to be our family’s home parish and 
family here in Durham. Speaking of times of transition, we are expecting a baby girl in early November (and 
have promised Stephanie a new baptized member of St. Titus’!). Benjamin and I will be at St. Titus’ weekday 
and community events as our schedules allow. May God continue to bless St. Titus’ 
In Christ’s love,  
Alice Grant  

June 19, 2019   

New intern at St. Titus 
 Mawethu Ncaca is currently a Chaplain Resident at the Duke University Hospi-
tal. He was born and raised in South Africa, where he did a Masters of 
Philosophy (Religion and Culture) at Stellenbosch University.  
 
Mawethu and his wife (LisaNoelle) and two sons (Lithemba and Mila) moved to 
North Carolina four years ago to be closer to his wife’s family. His in-laws are 
recent Yankee transplants to North Carolina.  
 
In addition to being a brother, son, and Episcopalian diocesan Intern, Mawethu 
enjoys spending his spare time running marathons and coaching his sons’ soccer 
team. 
 

<ncacamawethu@gmail.com> 

mailto:ncacamawethu@gmail.com
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Happenings  

in Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
CGS is taking a summer break until September 8. 
We will be expanding the space to include new materials.  Folks wanting to help organize new space, donate 
smaller worktables and shelving, or make materials can notify me or Stephanie. 
 
Also, if anyone is interested in training to be a catechist, there are opportunities beginning in August.  Please 
let Stephanie or me know. Applications need to be submitted soon. Thank you. 
  
Donna Smith, Catechist   
  
CGS Assistants:   Danita Parker, Tyler Lester, Gloria Drew, Alice Grant, Janice Williams 

Donnell Lewis. Myers 
July 10, 1969 ♦ June 8, 2019 

The Reverend Joyce Cunningham, center, was the preacher. Prior to her ordination, she served as Acolyte  
Warden Also shown in the photo are Susan Stedman, Music Director/Organist and The Reverend Sarah 
Woodard, Deacon. 
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Looking Back-Reprinted from Titusian 2000 
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[Diocese of Massachusetts] A chess 

match between a police officer and a 

person who is homeless isn’t what you 

would necessarily expect to see while 

walking down Tremont Street in down-

town Boston, Massachusetts. On the 

portico of the Cathedral Church of St. 

Paul, however, this has become the 

new normal during the summer months, 

thanks to the cathedral’s “Ministry of 

the Steps.” 

 

The Ministry of the Steps officially 

launched as a pilot program last sum-

mer, with just a tent canopy, some As-

troTurf from Costco and an invitation to 

the community to join cathedral staff 

and volunteers in offering various out-

door activities to engage the community 

and those walking by. 

 

The activities range from chess, check-

ers and bingo games to art projects, 

drum circles, musical performances 

and chanting. Last year’s Ministry of the 

Steps included voter registration drives, 

as well as a witness against gun vio-

lence by the B-PEACE for Jorge Cam-

paign. The Ministry of the Steps has 

now begun its second summer of pro-

gramming with activities happening 

outside the cathedral on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays and Thursdays beginning 

at 9 a.m. 

 

Eva Ortez serves as a Life Together 

fellow for the MANNA ministry at the 

cathedral, a ministry of and with the 

homeless community in downtown  

Boston. Ortez experienced a powerful 

moment during a recent day of chess 

and checkers under the Ministry of the 

Steps canopy. 

 

“I took a step back and just wanted to 

take it all in, and in that moment, I no-

ticed the amount of joy everyone there 

was experiencing,” Ortez said. “The 

group of people there was so diverse. 

There was a cop and an unhoused per-

son playing, a young student and a re-

cently housed person playing, and in 

the background there was a group of 

MANNA community members playing 

music, singing and dancing. Watching 

all of this and being part of something 

so beautiful almost brought tears to my 

eyes.” 

 

While the Ministry of the Steps is still 

new, it’s in keeping with the intent be-

hind the decision to make St. Paul’s 

Church in downtown Boston the cathe-

dral church of the Episcopal Diocese of 

Massachusetts in 1912, according to 

the cathedral’s dean, the Very Rev. 

Amy E. McCreath. 

 

“Bishop Lawrence chose St. Paul’s 

Church as the location for the cathedral 

of the steps of the cathedral and go 

inside the church. 

“Those front steps are very intimidating 

— what we call a ‘high threshold to en-

try’ — so by coming down the steps, 

that just eliminates that barrier,” 

McCreath said. 

 

Kevin Neil serves on the MANNA pas-

toral team and helped to facilitate chess 

and checkers games as part of the Min-

istry of the Steps. Neil explained in an 

interview that this ministry allows the 

cathedral to interact with different 

groups of people than those who might 

walk up the steps and through the 

doors. 

Boston cathedral’s ‘Ministry of 
the Steps’ takes church’s  
welcome to the street 
By Bridget K. Wood Posted Jun 24, 2019 

Dean Amy McCreath, right, plays bingo outside of the Cathedral Church of St. Paul in Boston, as part of 

its “Ministry of the Steps.” Photo: Bridget K. Wood/Diocese of Massachusetts 

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/BostonCathedral.jpg
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“The concept of extending the welcome 

and the culture of hospitality, which we 

work really hard in the cathedral to cul-

tivate on Sunday mornings and 

throughout the week in the building, are 

harder to extend beyond the building,” 

Neil said. “I think this is really helpful in 

making that possible and making it 

seem possible to folks actually outside 

on the sidewalk or across the street.” 

Libby Gatti serves as the chaplain to 

the MANNA community and said in an 

interview that one thing that makes this 

ministry unique is that people of all 

backgrounds are coming together on 

equal ground. 

 

“If you’re an unhoused person and you 

are coming to play chess or checkers 

… it’s not a transactional thing, it’s not 

like someone giving you money or 

handing you a plate of food,” Gatti said. 

“You’re two players playing a game 

together, so this is a little bit of a 

chance for deeper connection and for 

coming together on equal ground.” 

Andrew Fortes works downtown in the 

finance industry. An avid chess player, 

he noticed the chess games happening 

outside of the cathedral last summer 

and began to join in on his lunch 

breaks. Through these weekly chess 

games, Fortes built relationships with 

members of the MANNA community, 

and when the Ministry of the Steps 

came to an end with the fall weather, 

Fortes was invited to attend the Mon-

day lunch program that MANNA hosts 

at the cathedral — a place where any-

one can come and get a hot lunch on 

Mondays. Fortes began attending the 

lunches and subsequently began volun-

teering to help serve. 

 

 

 

In an interview, Fortes said that he 

keeps coming back to the Monday 

lunches not only because he feels like 

he is contributing to society and it 

brings him a sense of goodwill, but also 

because he gains wisdom from those 

he meets and has conversations with. 

“Just meeting people from different 

backgrounds really opens your eyes, 

and creates a level of openness in your 

mind,” Fortes said. “At the end of the 

day, everybody’s experience of life is 

different, and anybody that you can talk 

to can offer you some wisdom. Going to 

the Monday lunches, I always find my-

self gaining some type of wisdom.” 

Karen Sargent has been hired by the 

cathedral for the summer as the Minis-

try of the Steps intern, in charge of co-

ordinating all of the programming for 

the ministry this summer. She is a sem-

inarian at Boston University School of 

Theology. 

 

Sargent said that the goal of the Minis-

try of the Steps is to be a bridge be-

tween the cathedral church and the 

outside world and to let people know 

that they are welcome. 

 

“It’s just extending a welcome, which 

sometimes looks religious and some-

times it doesn’t,” Sargent said. “We are 

multidimensional humans, and the way 

faith is expressed is multifaceted, and 

so, bringing people’s passions into the 

space is just as much about religion as 

blessings are.” 

 

Sargent said that one of her goals with 

this ministry is to get more people in-

volved from across the diocese, em-

phasizing that it is people’s individual 

passions and gifts that make a differ-

ence. 

 

“Come for an hour, come for two hours, 

bring your talent, bring your passions, 

bring your joy, and let’s see what we 

can do,” Sargent said. “Something can 

only be gained by stepping into some-

thing a little uncomfortable or a little 

new.” 

 

McCreath, the cathedral dean, encour-

ages congregations of all sizes and 

locations to try something new in order 

to engage the world around them. 

“Not every church is in a location like 

this where they can just open their front 

doors and start doing a drum circle,” 

McCreath said. “But I think there’s 

something to be learned from it about 

just trying something out as a pilot pro-

ject, that it doesn’t need to cost a lot of 

money, there’s always something to 

learn and that people are more ready to 

be engaged than we often think they 

are.” 

— Bridget K. Wood is  

Imagine a street  
ministry in the St. Titus’ 

neighborhood! Share 
ideas with the Vicar and 

the vestry. 


