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News Digest—March  2020 
The  

A Call to Prayer, Fasting and 
Repentance Leading to Action 

Lent 2020:  

The season of Lent approaches, Epis-
copal Church Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry invites Episcopalians and people 
of faith to turn and pray on behalf of our 
nation: 
“In times of great national concern and 
urgency, people of faith have returned 
to ancient practices of repentance, 
prayer and fasting as ways of interced-
ing with God on behalf of their nation 
and the world. This is such a moment 
for us in the United States. 
 
“On Ash Wednesday I will join with oth-
er Christian leaders observing this Lent 
as a season of prayer, fasting and re-
pentance on behalf of our nation, with 
continued fasting each Wednesday 
until the Wednesday before Advent 
begins. 
 

“Our appeal comes during a time of 
profound division and genuine crisis of 
national character. This is not a matter 
of party or partisanship, but of deep 
concern for the soul of America. 
“The group of religious “Elders” who 
share this commitment – the same 
group that over a year ago published 
the “Reclaiming Jesus” statement – 
includes Evangelical, Roman Catholic, 
mainline Protestant leaders. While we 
hold diverse political affiliations and 
positions on many issues facing our 
country, we find common ground in two 
shared convictions: 
 
First and foremost, we are committed 
to Jesus Christ as Lord, and his way of 
love as our primary loyalty. 
 
Second, because we love our country, 

we are concerned about its moral and 
spiritual health and well-being. 
 
“For me, this call is rooted in my per-
sonal commitment to practice Jesus’s 
Way of Love, by which I turn, learn, 
pray, worship, bless, go and rest in the 
way of our savior. Especially now, 
drawn together by love, hope and con-
cern, and recalling the wisdom of our 
ancient traditions, I am grateful to join 
others in the spiritual practice of prayer, 
fasting and repentance for our nation. If 
you feel called to join us in this prac-
tice, the invitation is attached. The full 
text, together with the “Reclaiming Je-
sus” document can be found on 
the Reclaiming Jesus website . 

 
Episcopal Church Office of Public 
Affairs Posted Feb 11, 2020  

https://episcopalchurch.org/invitation-to-fast
https://episcopalchurch.org/invitation-to-fast
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fepiscopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931%26id%3D6d7d854a09%26e%3Db7ea8f6d0c&data=01%7C01%7Cdpaulsen%40episcopalchurch.org%7C91365ae9ad3545cf297508d7a
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As part of our ongoing commitment toward Becoming Beloved Community, all people and communi-
ties of the Diocese of North Carolina are invited to read Howard Thurman’s Jesus and the Disinherit-
ed or Debby Irving’s Waking Up White: And Finding Myself in the Story of Race during the season of 
Lent. Both books invite self-examination and reflection about how racism continues to work against 
the dream of God and our call to love others and strive for justice and peace among all people.  
The Rev. Howard Thurman (1899-1981) was a minister, educator, theologian and civil rights leader, 
whose counsel and witness served as a spiritual foundation for the nonviolent civil rights movements 
and whose writings continue to inspire. He connected with prophetic clarity how the inward journey of 
faith shapes our concerns for social justice. In Jesus and The Disinherited, Thurman’s seminal work, 
he wrote about the chains of oppression and how Jesus embodies liberation and transformation for 
all.  

12 NOON On Wednesdays during Lent at St. Titus’ there will be Holy Eucharist with anointing and prayers for 
healing. The service will be followed by a light lunch and discussion of the book, Jesus and the Disinherited, by Howard 
Thurman. You may wish to purchase the book on your own. If you would like Rev. Yancy to purchase the book for you, 
please let her know. The cost is $12.00.  We will begin on Wednesday, March 4. Members of St. Philip’s have been in-

vited to join us.  

6:00 PM On Wednesday evenings at St. Philip’s  we are invited to join the people of St. Philip’s for a 

light dinner at 6:00 pm followed by discussion of The New York Times 1619 Project from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm. 

The project puts the consequences of slavery and the contributions of black Americans at the center of our national story.  

 

You may download a copy of the 1619 Project essays here: https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/

full_issue_of_the_1619_project.pdf. The essays are also available on a podcast here: https://podcasts.apple.com/us/

podcast/1619/id1476928106 

 

1619 Project Discussion Schedule 
Wednesday, March 4: “The Idea of America” (pages 14-26) 
Wednesday, March 11: “Capitalism” (pages 30-40) and “Traffic” (pages 48-49) 
Wednesday, March 18: “A Broken Healthcare System” (pages 44-45) and “Medical Inequality” (pages 56-57) 
Wednesday, March 25: “American Popular Music” (pages 60-67) 
Wednesday, April 1:      “Undemocratic Democracy” (pages 50-55) and “The Wealth Gap” (pages 83-87) 
  
Each session will be facilitated jointly by members of St. Titus’ and St. Philip’s. We will conclude our study to-
gether with a special guest lecture on Saturday, April 4 at 10:30 am. 

Lenten Schedule 

February 26  Ash Wednesday Holy Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes at 12n & and 7:00 pm 

April 9  Maundy Thursday Agape meal at 6:00 pm followed by Holy Eucharist and Foot-
washing at 6:30 pm 

April 10   Good Friday  Good Friday Liturgy at noon 

April 12  Easter Day Holy Eucharist at 8:00 am (spoken) and 10:00 am (with music 
and choir) 

SCHEDULE: WEDNESDAYS IN LENT 

https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-Disinherited-Howard-Thurman/dp/0807010294/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3W1QWF1NI1NFC&keywords=jesus+and+the+disinherited+by+howard+thurman&qid=1579201541&sprefix=jesus+and+the+di%2Caps%2C153&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-Disinherited-Howard-Thurman/dp/0807010294/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3W1QWF1NI1NFC&keywords=jesus+and+the+disinherited+by+howard+thurman&qid=1579201541&sprefix=jesus+and+the+di%2Caps%2C153&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Waking-White-Finding-Myself-Story/dp/0991331303/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2DA4IE2QD2SCJ&keywords=waking+up+white&qid=1579201509&sprefix=waking+up+%2Caps%2C143&sr=8-2
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/full_issue_of_the_1619_project.pdf
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/full_issue_of_the_1619_project.pdf
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/1619/id1476928106
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/1619/id1476928106
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We Regained Parish Status-What’s Next? 

 
 

I am honored and humbled that I have been called to serve as Senior Warden of St. Titus. I ask for 
your prayers as I take on this call to ministry. I will keep St. Titus’, our Rector, Stephanie, our Dea-
con, Sarah, the Vestry, and all of us who call St. Titus’ our church home in my prayers. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
I sincerely believe that in order for the Vestry to fulfill these roles, we need to have input from the congregation. I commit to 
being open to, and welcoming of, what any of you would be willing to share with us, as we seek to live into our roles. I am 
confident that the other members of the Vestry would welcome your input as well. It is important that the lines of communi-
cation between the Vestry and congregation are open and healthy. 
. Each one welcomes hearing from you..  
  
I thank you for your trust and look forward to serving God and the Church in this new role. 
  
Faithfully, 
  
Althea Alton 
Senior Warden 
St. Titus’ Episcopal Church 
  
 

The Episcopal Church Foundation describes the role of the Vestry as follows: 
1. Discerns where God is calling the congregation in our location, at this particular point in 
 time. 
2. Helps articulate the mission and vision of the congregation. (ECF defines ‘mission’ as 
 that which  God is calling us to do and ‘vision’ as what the church and world looks like 
 once our mission has been fully realized). 
3. Manages the resources and finances of the congregation. 
4. Identifies new leaders for the congregation and wider Church. 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
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A New Initiative: 
Strategic Vision  
Discernment Process  

With All the Saints: Towards a Collaborative Process of Discernment 

 Ephesians 3:14-21 

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. I pray 

that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power 

through his Spirit, 17 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in 

love.  I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all t he saints, what is the breadth and length and height 

and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.  

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine,  

to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 The Purpose of the Process 
To catalyze the St. Titus’ worshipping community with a compelling vision for following Jesus in Durham, NC, 

at the dawn of the third decade in the 21st century. 

  
To this end, the Vestry will create a Discernment Committee that will engage both parishioners and Durham com-
munity members in developing the following: 
 
Vision Statement: 

What do we hope to see and experience in the world as the ongoing end of our common worship and discipleship? 

 

Mission Statement 
How will our common worship and discipleship bring our vision to fruition? 
 
Goals/Objectives 
What kinds of practices, activities, and rhythms of life will we engage in as part of our common worship and discipleship? 
How will we know if we are being faithful and bearing fruit? 
 
Guiding Principles/Values/Commitments 

What values, principles and commitments will guide and ground our common worship and discipleship? 

 

The Discernment Committee will consist of 6 to 8 people, both clergy and lay, with the potential of including a trusted 
member of the Durham community who is not a member of the church. Consideration of age, race, gender, sexual orienta-
tion, class and socio-economic status, family dynamic (kids, single, married), and other identity and context signifiers should 
be taken to ensure we have a diverse representation. Potential makeup of the committee includes  Rector, Deacon, 2 Ves-
try Members, 3 Non-Vestry Lay Members and 1 Durham Community Member (Non-Parishioner) 
 
Brandon J. Williams (formerly Hudson) 
Discernment Committee Facilitator 
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MORE HIGHLIGHTS  

OF OUR  BLACK  

HISTORY MONTH CEBRA-

 

 

Black History Month 2020 Theme: "African-Americans and the Vote" The year 2020 marks the 150th anniversary of 
the ratification of the 15th Amendment on February 3, 1870. The Fifteenth Amendment gave Black men the 
right to vote by declaring that the "right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any state on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude."  

Here’s how we celebrated!   
Held a hymn Sing using  LEVAS (Lift Every Voice and Sing) and 
the African American Heritage Hymnal. Had a newscast  back in 
time highlighting the achievements of some St. Titus' own history 
makers. The  culminating activity was a skit that demonstrated  
some of the challenges faced by African Americans as they at-
tempted to exercise the right to vote followed by an African Ameri-
can History Quiz with prizes for the winners. A soul Food Pot 
Luck Lunch completed the celebration.  

     Annette Bailey, Lionell Parker 

Coordinators-Black History 

Nave transformed to 
theatre in the round. 

Harmon Smith-Preacher Men actors 
prepare to read 
their parts for 
the skit por-
traying African 
Americans at-
tempting to 
vote. Cont’d  →→→ 
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It is wonderful to belong to a family where 
you get an idea and all of your family mem-
bers embrace your idea and help you bring 
your vision to fruition. That is what hap-
pened when Rev. Stephanie asked me to 
coordinate our Black History Month Ob-
servance.  
Thanks so very much to all who gave their 
time, talent and treasure. To Patricia Val-
entine and Lionell Parker who spent nu-

merous hours on the phone with me as we bounced ideas around 
on how to present the information and engage others; to Gloria 
Drew and Pat Valentine for the Coffee Hour on Feb 2, Susan 
Stedman and the Greater St. Titus' Choir who provided the Hymn 
Sing providing an opportunity for us to invite members of St. 
John's Episcopal Church, of Wake Forest. To the ECW who pro-
vided Coffee hour on the 16th of February; to Lionell Parker who 
served as our tour guide and Breaking News reporter; Lew My-
ers, Paula Drew, Robyn Furges, Willette Crews, Vincent Quiett, 
Ken & Pat Valentine, William Hennessee, who served as our 
Spotlight reporters.  
 
On Sunday February 23, we all came together like the great fami-
ly that we are and {picture a family party). We had a skit with 

Treadwell Davison  in a starring role, joined by the Rev. David 
Stanford, Trevor Wells, Joseph "Spike" Yancy, Vincent Quiett, 
Ken Valentine and David Ross, in supporting roles, and Murphy 
Jenkins who  made a cameo appearance. To the members who 
were so helpful in serving the food, Lisa Wilks, Robyn Furges, 
Carol Willis, Danita Parker, Valerie Quiett, Pat Valentine, Lo-
rieann Lee, Marguerite Peebles and the Rev. Greg Jacobs. To 
our own Alex Trebek, Brian Wilks. The prizes for  the  AA History 
Quiz were provided through the generosity of Marguerite Peebles 
and Murphy Jenkins. Mr. Valentine and his assistant set up and 
arranged the tables. Mrs. Valentine used her special touch in 
flower arranging to create the beautiful centerpieces. To all others 
by your very presence you made a contribution, as no  one wants 
to play to an empty house. To Rev. Stephanie who provided me 
the opportunity to share my vision. It was my pleasure to work 
with each of you. Thank you.  

 

With love and gratitude, 

Annette Bailey 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH CEBRATION  

Voter denied vote–  
he failed the voting test 

Murphy Jenkins explains the complicated voting 
test-a challenge to most parishioners present.  

Brian Wilks, 
 MC for the 
History Quiz  

To my St. Titus' Family, 
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AFRICAN AMERICAN FASHIONS  

 

 

Next month: The story behind this special  Altar Frontal, Paraments and Vestments   
designed and gifted by Majorie Freeman 
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MUSIC 
NOTES 

Susan Stedman, Music Director/Organist 

 The Season of Lent is upon us, and not only do we say goodbye to the “Alleluias” in our service, we 

also replace the "Gloria” with a “Kyrie”.  This Lent we will be using the beautiful settings of the Kyrie and 
Sanctus composed by Lena McLin and found in Lift Every Voice and Sing (#236, #252). 

 
Lena McLin was born in Atlanta, GA in 1929, but went to live in Chicago with her uncle, gospel composer 
Thomas Dorsey (composer of “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”) when his wife died in childbirth.   Lena went 
to church and choir rehearsals with Dorsey. As she got older, Dorsey let her accompany the choir on the pi-
ano for a few songs, nurturing her love for music. 
 
Ms McLin received her B.M. in piano and violin from Spelman College in Atlanta, and then received her 
M.M. from the American Conservatory of Music, Chicago. She taught music in the Chicago public high 
schools for 36 years. She is a renowned composer of cantatas, masses, solo and choral arrangements of spirit-
uals, anthems, rock operas, soul songs, works for piano and orchestra, and electronic music. McLin's opera 
Oh Freedom was performed at Carnegie Hall in 1983. In all her pieces, McLin’s musical style remains rooted 
in the church and the gospel traditions of her youth. 

The Rev. Monnie Riggin has been appointed to the new role of deacon for anti-
racism and reconciliation. Though not a diocesan staff position, she will work 
closely with diocesan staff, including and especially the new missioner for black 
ministries, the Bishop’s Committee for Racial Justice and Reconciliation and di-
ocesan partners to continue the development and implementation of antiracism 
resources. Since her ordination, Riggin has served as a deacon at St. Andrew’s, Haw River, and  
works at St. Titus’, Durham.  

 

 

 
Walker’s is a new position created following a desire of diocesan leadership to support more fully 
our congre- gations of color and work collaboratively to implement programs for congregational 
vitality. The scope of work for the new missioner is the result of many voices, including an advi-
sory council and those with whom Walker will be working most closely.  
 
Walker’s responsibilities will focus on the vitality of historically black congregations by helping to 
weave their diversity into a closer bond of inclusion with other parishes and the Diocese. The 
goal is to ensure all predominantly black congregations have the best opportunity to make the 
fullest use of the resources of their parishes, partnerships and the Diocese. 

Lena McLin 

OTHER EVENTS AROUND THE PARISH 

Noteworthy Diocesan Appointments 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnegie_Hall
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Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd Celebrates 
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Episcopal Church Women Diocese of North Carolina 

LEX MATHEWS SCHOLARSHIP 

Scholarship for women age 23 and older who 
have a desire to 

 
Upgrade job knowledge 
Advance career opportunities 

Learn new skills 

 
 
 
Applicant May Be Seeking 

Specialized training in vocational or technical skills 
A degree or certification below master’s level 

Continuing education or certification courses 

 
Application Form Available from the Parish Office 

or online at: www.ecw-nc.org 
 

Lex Mathews Scholarship Fund 
Barbara Longmire 

1818 Hideaway Lane 
Durham NC  27712 

919-308-1211 
president@ecw-nc.org 

Application Deadline: March 15, 2020 

http://www.ecw-nc.org/
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MARCH 07 
Food sorting-7:30-10:30am 
Volunteers should meet at El 
Buen Pastor on Liberty Street. 
Help sort food for waiting re-
cipients. 
  

     

Senior Warden Althea K. Alton 2021 309-333-1103 Althea.altogmail.comn@yahoo.com 

Junior Warden Lionel Parker 2020 919-630-5174 lparker3141@gmail.com 

Clerk Lorieann Lee 2020 919-627-2273 lorieannlee@gmail.com 

 Meisha Davis 2022 786-253-3781 meisha.davis@gmail.com 

 Preston Edwards 2020 919-280-2777 newhomz1@hotmail.com 

 Diane Hundley 2022 704-433-1382 dianehundley@bellsouth.net 

 Marguerite Peebles 2022 919-316.9779 marguerite.peebles@gmail.com 

Treasurer Deborah DeBourg-Brown  919-423-0559 st.titustreasurer@ gmail.com 

Vestry Roster and Class                       Class    Phone        Email         

St Titus’ Sunday Worship Schedule  

8:00 am Holy Eucharist 

9:00 am Christian Formation 

10-am Holy Eucharist 

10-am Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

The Rev. Stephanie Yancy, Rector 
The Rev. Sarah Woodard, Deacon 
Mary Hawkins, Newsletter Editor 
 St. Titus’  Episcopal Church   
400 Moline  Street 
Durham  NC  27707  
st.titusepiscopal @gmail.com  
sttitusdurham.dionc.org 
919-682-5504 
  


